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1 2.4 percent increase in the refining of Argentine crude, wnile 
there was a 99.3 percent decline in imported crude processed, 
Since petroleum has not been imported since last June. 


Jll Contracts 


The vice president of YPF, Federico Amadeo, said that the total 
cost of renegotiating tne oil contracts is on tne order of $560 
million, payable in pesos, for the duration of the contracts, 
which average about 6 years. 

[n a telephone interview, Amadeo denied the reports attributed 
to the General Trusteeship of Public Enterprises which claimed 
that this figure would be $6 billion, terming this estimate in- 
correct. 


He pointed out tnat "if YPF's production were not reactivated 
and if the contracts were not renegotiated, Argentina would have 
to begin importing petroleum again, possibly during 1984, and 
certainly by 1985." 











ENERGY ECONOMICS CUBA 


CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON NEW THERMOELECTRIC PLANT 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 11 Jan 83 p 3 
[Article by Fernando Davalos] 


(Text] Santa Cruz del Norte--the building of the engine room of what will 
become the largest thermoelectric plant in the country, with a 1.3 million 
kilowatt capacity, has begun here at the work site on La Iguana ranch, 

on the open coastal plain of this municipality north of Havana. 

The future thermoelectric plant is being built by forces of Brigade 31, 

of ECOIND 2 [Industrial Works Construction Firm Number 2) of this province, 
in cooperation with a mechanized brigade of Earth-Moving Firm Number 1, of 
the city of Havana, both firms coming under the Ministry of Construction. 


Some 600 men will make up the work force which right now will concentrate 
its efforts on the engine room, the underground facilities of the first 
thermal eneryy units' boilers, the base of the smokestack, excavation of 

the cooling ducts and pouring cement foundations for two potable water tanks 
with a 3,000 cubic meter capacity. 


[he thermoelectric plant of East Havana will in its initial stage put into 
service three units, each with a 100,000 kilowatt output. Later on it is 
planned to install another five units, each with a 200,000 kilowatt output. 


or the block of the first unit, the engine room will have 78 heavy columns 


»f reinforced concrete, each one weighing between 20 and 26 metric tons. 
tion of these will end in mid-March. 


The underground facilities, that is, the cement structures to house the 
r engines, will require 150 cubic meters of concrete for each of the 


boi a om | 
five joint of each thermal energy block. It is hoped that the firs 


a | 


three ot these will be completed by February. 


rt + 


The concrete foundation of the smokestack for the new thermoelectric 
plant--third in the country with a height of 180 meters--is now being 


4 


poured with 1,200 cubic meters of concrete. Its base will be 36 meters 


in diameter; its mouth at the top, 7 meters in diameter. Its construction 


i by using inter-fitting sections with a metal lining. 


will be accomplished by 
} y - T 4 ri , j hejaht if . 454 fe weil) A 2 
t ls in meleRricy, CS Gaglameter willi redauce. 
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The two cooling ducts--one incoming and the other outgoing--will use sea 
water. They are now approximately 70 percent complete; they practically 
lack only the sections which will cross the Blanca highway. At some points 
these ducts necessitate excavation to a depth of 9 meters below sea level. 


The thermoelectric plant has two potable water tanks for use in producing 
Construction of the bases for these tanks is in progress and they 


steam. 
be 


are being made with prefabricated pieces of concrete. The water will 
drawn from Bainoa. It already is being used in the conductor. 


Work on a treatment plant for the potable water (a filter station, inter- 
mediate storage tanks, pump,etc) as well as on a pumping station for oil 
and other lubricants will be started soon. 


At the end of this month it is hoped to begin building the first boiler. 
Electrical assemblers of ECOIND 2 already are assembling the framework 
and high-pressure pipes for this part of the work which will require 
3,000 metric tons of steel. 


The workshops prefabricating materials needed for the project are 
satisfying requirements--including the heavy columns for the engine 
room. They also are fitting the entire framework with pins for the 
huge concrete foundations which they are building. 


9972 
CSO: 3248/516 











ENERGY ECONOMICS CUBA 


IMPORTANCE OF SAVING ENERGY IN 1983 DISCUSSED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 3, 21 Jan 83 pp 60-62 


[Article by Alberto Pozg/ 


[Text] Representatives of the country's biggest energy consuming organizations 
were meeting in one of the halls of the Central Committee. It was Monday, 
10 January, exactly 6 days since publication of the Sixth Party Plenum 


resolution. 


"We must start this year at the beginning. The great production of 1983 will 
be to produce savings," Pedro Miret was telling them. 


And he added: 


"We have worked hard on load distribution, but there have been few results. 
\ minimal percentage of enterprises have submitted their studies..." 


Load distribution means to shift energy consumption from peak hours to the 
"valley" of electricity, that is, to the periods of the days ao lowest 


electricity consumption. 


{his results in the elimination of power outages. It also saves energy be- 
cause it precludes turning on the most inefficient equipment of the national 
electrification system used as a result of consumption pressure. Let us 
remember that the national electricity generation system is based on oil con- 


sumption. 


t load distribution ;oes hand-in-hand with work to regulate consumption, in 
er words, use ot the energy necessary and no more, and this is what 

till goes unrecognized. There must not be an extra bulb turned on at the 
actory, a motor running with twice the capacity that is actually needed, 

a piece of equipment operating unnecessarily. 


We should note here the good work of the National Chemical, Mining and Energy 
Workers Trade Union with its energy saving emulation poheent raced on the 
ll biggest energy consuming enterprises of the Basic Industry Ministry. 
1981, it resulted in savings of 50,000 tons fof oi]/, and in 1982, with the 
plan adjusted to previous results, in savings of another 30,000 tons. 


In 








its movement of socialist work brigades, which have been making concrete 
savings as part of work responsibility, has been quite interesting. 


Cogeneration—in other words, use of the steam of the main boiler to run 
turbogenerators that generate usable electricity at the factory--is 
another process being fulfilled. 


Comrade Eugenio Mainegra, chief of the Central Committee Basic Industries 
Department, in one of his talks cited the example set by Papelera Cubana 
(paper mill/. It had two turbogenerators which in the past were even con- 
sidered for elimination, but the workers now are restoring them. 


For our part, we recall the case of the Damuji factory which has a 4,000- 
Kilowatt turbogenerator that has to be exploited. We also had known that new 
turbogenerators will be used at Antillana de Acero. We know that even sugar 
mills nave be2n doing the same. 


Miret recognized the great work done by sugar mills on fuel savings. In his 
report to the National Assembly in late December, Sugar Industry Minister 
Diocles Torralba disclosed the good news that from 1972 to that date fuel 
consumption had been cut sixfold. However, Miret emphasized that sugar mills 
still had to work not only on conservation of oil but also of the electricity 
they consume, for they have been provided a considerable amount of kwh for 


their consumption since 1970. 


The sugar industry is doing well. But "how about the others?" And he cited 
One CaSe: 

"The Luis Mellan tactory, according to its own workers, is consuming 18,000 
cubic meters of gas. However, it is billed at a rate of 3,000 daily be- 
cause there is no meter. And this is known. What is happening elsewhere...?" 
He also warned that certain enterprises are installing new production lines 
planning on using gas as fuel. However, consumption of a single extra /cubic/ 
meter in the state sector has been absolutely prohibited since 10 years ago. 
But violations have occurred... 


Miret said: "There is a sort of habit of thinking that energy is infinite, 
inexhaustible and free, and we do not bother to measure it adequately. Today 
it is one of the costliest things in the world.” 


a & 


» made the tollowing appeal: There must be savings in everything but, to 


- 


4 


sac 


put it another way, the emphasis must be on oil. What we save on fuel wiil 
mean more for medicines, food and other expenditures that always are necessary. 


4 


Provincial energy saving committees have been in operation since last year. 
some have done outstanding work, others remain behind. Provincial meetings 
will begin in February to conclude with a national plenum. These committees 


must be a powerful arm in the attainment of energy savings. 











Comrade Jose Gonzalez Frances, vice president of the Central Planning Board, 
rendered the report on planned allocations of fuels. ''They are very re- 
stricted," he warmed. 


The rise in electricity generation will be about 4 percent. There is 
something quite interesting: growth of the national energy system will be 
2.1 percent. From where will the increase come? From the other energy 
producers. The MINAZ (Sugar Industry Ministry/, for example, must have an in- 
crease of 17 percent and other producers 8 percent. Let us remember what we 
said about cogeneration, that is, the additional use of the steam needed tor 


the principal production process. 


He gave details on te types of fuel--fuel oil, diesel and gasoline—which 
account for 90 percent of the country's liquid fuels consumption. The diesel 
and gasoline allocations will be the same, but ther2 will be a slight in- 


crease of fuel oil. 


Regarding liquid gas, he said last year’s consumption will be maintained, 
although there must be a slight increase of domestic consumption to the detri- 
ment of state consumption. Manufactured gas will remain at 1982 levels. 


The discussion turned to lubricants, where the situation is much more 
serious. The truth is that we must keep well in mind that each ton costs 
approximately $800. To have a comparative idea, we have to sell slightly 
more than 5 tons of sugar at current prices to obtain the convertible foreign 
exchange necessary to buy 1 ton of lubricant. 


A situation that is not too encouraging was stressed. It happens that we are 
well below our real possibilities of recycling lubricants. In fact, the 
Santiago de Cuba plant is about to be completed, and we have not stocked 
reserves so that it can work on recycling. 


Another area where we are behind ig in the recovery of steel drums...while 
use of the plant for such operations at the Nico Lopez refinery remains 


below capacity. 


we are going to say the most interesting thing now. The standards of lubri- 
cants consumption are broad. They have been set for the purpose of creating 
a habit of rational consumption, merely as the first step toward efficient 
consumption. But, they are not met...and on a large scale. 


Gonzalez Frances noted the following contradiction: while fuel consumption 
dropped in 1982, consumption of lubricants rose. 


To have an idea of the meaning of lubricants consumption, let us sav that it 
should be 1 to 1's percent of the fuel used. In Cuba, the norm ranges 

trom 2 to 25 percent, depending on the level of activity. However, just 

to cite examples, it reaches 4 percent in construction, 4 percent in trans- 


portation and 9 percent in agriculture. There is room for savings! 











It was well put at the meeting! Saving must turn from a slogan into con- 
crete, measurable and controllable actions. 


Lazaro Dominguez, of the Secretariat of the CTC /Central Organization of 
Cuban Trade Unions], reported that workers saved 420 million pesos in 
various sectors last year. As a noteworthy example, he cited the case ot 
MINAZ which has adopted 172 measures conducive to energy savings. He ex- 
plained that in response to the Sixth Central Committee Plenum resolution, 
a movement will be initiated to hold meetings starting with the rank-and- 
file to establish support plans for each of the resolution's points, giving 
savings a prominent position within each plan. 


Statistics was another of the subjects discussed. Gonzalez Frances explained 
that although statistics had improved, even more improvement was needed. 

And Miret emphasized: 'We should view the National Statistical Information 
System as our own. We must achieve a spirit in energy as that reached 

toward spare parts. Everyone should work closer with the CEE /State 
Committee for Statistics/ so that there can be a better product between the 
CEE and the statistical system. The formula is to work accordingly." 


Lastly, he said the results from recovery of windmills are very encouraging, 
explaining that it is not a question of today's measures but of bearing upon 
the future. According to the latest statistics, 3,100 were operating and by 
now the figure must be around 3,500. 


A well is restored and it is prevented from running dry, stressed Miret, and 
the costs for new installations are precluded; the number of personnel is cut 
and qualification requirements are lowered for certain trades: mechanics, 
electricians and so forth; and the expense of buying a motor and for the 
fuel, which fluctuates around Ik gallons daily per mindmill, is 


avoided. 


Miret congratulated the agriculture sector for the construction of windmills. 
He asked the status of the ones built by SIME /Steelworking Industry/. When 
told that Camaguey already had one, he replied: "Agriculture indeed has been 


‘ 


efficient in building windmills." 
Mainegra referred to the new use of biogas as generator of electricity for 
dairies. Systems already have been installed at 128 units, of which there 
are 2,000 in this country. He especially mentioned Camaguey with 64. 

does not cost anything, it is sanitary and we bring electricity to where 
it would be very costly to install on the long term, explained Miret. 


r my part, this reporter has seen biogas used on cooking stoves with the 
same power of industrial gas. I also know that there have been good results 
from using this gas to provide refrigeration in dairies and that housing 
located near such installations could be serviced from this system. 


Another interesting case is the progress on installation of minihydroelectric 


e 


9 1an'S+ An old, previously inactivated plant has been restored in place and 











its power raised. The result is that the 30-kilowatt mininhydroelectric 
plant is now operating with expanded capacity, supplying electricity to a 
coffee pulping plant, to a school and to the housing of the local workers. 
It is in a very isolated place called El Mamey, in Cumanayagua. 


Another interesting branch is that of solar heaters, which are gradually 
increasing in number at hotels, hospitals and other social centers. There 
also was talk on the use of translucent tiles and about restoring some which 
someone had painted and, therefore, had made useless as a source of 


saving electricity. 


Good work on energy saving came to light, such as that of the Matanzas 
provincial committee on the secondary schools at the Jaguey project. Just 
to have an idea, one school alone has 130 solar panels and countless 
individual water heaters operating freely. 


The other case, which is an example of organization, is a study made on 
general dining halls. Once implemented, it will cut fuel consumption from 
70,000 to 30,000 tons. 


Everyone left the meeting with a spirit of saving, of producing saving. 


yea 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


FINANCE MINISTER ON OIL PRODUCTION, DEVALUATION, OTHER ISSUES 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 26 Jan 83 p D-6 


(Article by Amado Fuguet V,/ 


[Text/ When meeting with members of national and foreign banks at noon yes- 
terday, Finance Minister Arturo Sosa announced that Venezuela will maintain 
its level of petroleum exports at 1.6 million barrels daily, and the budget, 
therefore, will not be readjusted this year. 


The expectation of the financial sector in the light of the impact of the 
OPEC's failure to allocate production quotas were of such a magnitude that 
more than 150 bankers attended the luncheon-meeting organized by the Banking 
Association of Venezuela. Sosa, surprised at the massive attendance of 
financial managers with whom he has always been connected, reported that the 
results of the recently ended OPEC meeting do not imply that the reasons 
adduced by the government to maintain the current parity of the bolivar no 


longer apply. 


Oscar de Guruceaga and Jose Alvarez Stelling, presidents of the Banking Asso- 
ciation and the National Banking Council, respectively, as well as all the 
members of these organizations, heard the head of finance say that there are 
no official plans to control the rates of exchange or to devalue the bolivar. 


In his keynote speech, Sosa recalled last year's total revenues of 20 billion 
bolivars, more than half of which consisted of treasury revenues. 


tated that the economy grew 0.4 percent, "a figure that is not very impres- 
lbeit important because it reveals that areas of the economy other 

than petroleum did grow." 

hasized that inflation will not reach 9 percent, and that the proven 
eum reserves will increase by 4.5 billion barrels, and this also 
applies to unassociated natural gas reserves. 


Sosa did not forget that 4 billion bolivars of accumulated leftovers and 
another 3.5 billion bolivars of the fund for the stabilization of the currency 
of the BCV (Central Bank of Venezuela/ were used up last year. 

















.e minister reiterated that the restated budget for 1983 is similar to the 
draft submitted to Congress that was not approved. The amount of ordinary 
revenues in the budget is 77.811 billion bolivars. "To that should be added 
17 billion bolivars in extraordinary revenues. The budget ensures the pay- 
ment of the debt interests, as well as the defrayment ot $1.5 billion in long 
term obligations." 


TY 
in 


The minister reported that he had a telephone conversation with Minister 
Calderon Berti on the morning of the luncheon, who assured him that petroleum 
revenues will remain stable and that “even though the meeting did not achieve 
its main objective in the allocation of quotas, it did manage to maintain the 
policy stance of supporting prices." 

"Up to now," Sosa said, "the indications are that the budgetary scenario that 
is taking place is valid." Within that framework, the finance minister 

quickly reveiwed the mission that he must undertake starting next week, when 
he will travel to the United States and Europe to refinance the short-term 
debt that falls due this year. 


Offhand, he admitted that the result of the OPEC meeting is unfavorable. 
"The uncertainties do not help us in the refinancing mission," he pointed out. 
He argued, however, that the fluctuations which could occur in that sense will 
not be significantly adverse. He said that the opinion which the inter- 
national banking system has of the country will practically remain unchanged. 


He harshly criticized the way the financial guaranties were handled in some 

of the state enterprises, such as the CVF {Venezuelan Development Corporation/ 
and CORPOTURISMO {Tourism Corporatiop/. When recalling the recent suit 
brought against the CVF by an Asian bank, he said it was the result of the 


lack of concert and order. 


He was not content solely with criticisms and announced corrective measures: 
"There will not be new guaranties, and should there by any, they will be in- 
cluded in the budget of the respective year. The decision to pay the guaran- 
ties, including the interests, will clear up the situation." 


He reported that the administration will cancel 220 million bolivars in 
guaranties that will become due this year, thus avoiding a situation like the 
recent one in which the CVF was sued. That amount will be added to the debt 
of the republic because the CVF is unable to take care of it directly. 


nO ¢ 
unc 


He insisted that there is no need to think of devaluation or any other cha 


Cu 
in the exchange-rate policy in view of the fact that the export of 1.64 
million barrels daily remains feasible. 


he idea, 


[he bankers expressed fears about the flight of capital. Dismissing t 
vstem, and 


Sosa said that Venezuela is a country with a unique exchange-rate svs 
that it has sufficient reserves to face a crisis of confidence. He explained 
that the protectionist-tariff and import-—ban measures will obviously help the 
amount of foreign-exchange reserves. ‘"'These measures cover imports that in 

1982 amounted to $4.5 billion. 


” 














He answered more than once that "all commitments with the banking establish 
ment will be honored in all cases where the national government is involved.’ 
On that score, he announced that the Industrial Bank is receiving payments 
that had been suspended. He termed the BTV /Workers Bank of Venezuela/ a 

ui generis case, and said that he could not give details about the future 


the bank even though he met with the Auditing Commission for several 
urs on Monday night. 


In sum, the minister served a menu of confidence to the 150 bankers who 
lunched with him. 


CSO: 3348/195 








ENERGY ECONOMICS VENEZUELA 


FEDECAMARAS SUPPORTS OIL PRODUCTION INCREASE 
Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 24 Jan 83 p D-3 


[Text] The president of FEDECAMARAS /Association of the Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry/, Carlos Sequera Yepez, announced the full support of the pri- 
vate sector to the mission that Energy and Mines Minister Calderon Berti is 
conducting in Geneva. 


He said that a number of stances have been noted lately concerning the devel- 
opment of our main industry particularly as to the ievels of production that 
Venezuela should accept at this conference, whose purpose is to establish 
production levels for the member countries of the OPEC. 


FEDECAMARAS considers that the establishment of production quotas below the 
basic requirements of the national development constitutes a very serious 
decision, and it believes that a production quota of 1.5 million barrels 
daily, which will not enable the country to undertake and keep up the basic 
programs of its development is inadmissible for its national growth. 


On the contrary, FEDECAMARAS considers that Venezuela should take advantage 

of its geographical location, the security of its markets, the stability of 
its system, and the reliability with which the petroleum industry has been 
managed to maintain a production in the order of 2 million to 2.2 million bar- 
rels of petroleum daily, which is what ensures to our country the development 
of the basic programs and projects. 


It also reiterates the contention that in the final analysis, a stance which 
defends the national interest should be maintained within the unity of the 
OPEC. The country should not lessen its position within the OPEC and reduce 
its possibilities of development for the benefit of other petroleum-producing 
countries with interests that are opposite or different to those of Venezuela. 


"In keeping with these ideas, we think that our heavy and extra heavy crudes 
should be excluded from the OPEC negotiations, and that the negotiations 
should focus on our light and medium crudes which, on the other hand, current- 
constitute a modest production in the country in contrast to that of othe; 


-_- & 


member countries of the OPEC. With this sole acquiescence on the part of the 
OPEC, our production could perfectly climb to 2.2 million barrels daily, thus 
solving the more immediate problem of the country, which is what interests 
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EFNERGY ECONOMICS VENFZUELA 


BRIEFS 


N SS FLUCTUATIONS VIEWED——-In December 1981, the amount of inter- 
national reserves held Bed the Central Bank of Venezuela totaled $8.619 bil- 
end of September of the following year, the centralization of 
ii the country in order to substantially increase the 
n exchange held by the issuing institution to meet the coun- 
lizgations without difficulties. Besides, it was sought in 
ptimize the image before the international banking community 
nance the Venezuelan foreign debt. Despite this, the 
reserves in December 1982 amounted to $10.039 billion when the goal was to 
aggregate S12 billion t $15 billion. With the growing drain of capital, the 
Central Bank registered reserves of $9.906 billion in January of this year, 
an amount that is slightly higher than that of December 1981 but which, far 
li the best possible levels, imperils the domestic monetary 
and financial picture If the petroleum ministers in Geneva decide to reduce 
n ur country undoubtedly will have to resort to its international 
reserves to alleviate the domestic deficits. Concurrently, the sale of 
foreign exchange, which far from abating continues to increase, could worsen 
and create a much more complicated picture for the Venezuelan economy. For 
that reason, the monetary authorities, as well as the whole administration, 
are pending this year onthe measures that the OPEC adopts, which, from the 
first reports received, could signify production cuts that affect Venezuelan 
reserves to a disturbing degree. /Text/ /Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 


) a rt . « 
24 Jan 83 p D-l/ 8414 


FOREIGN RESER 


lion. At the 
reserves took 
amount of tored 


1 
a ay ° ~ 7 Yc Lae 
Cry > forel ign O 


~~ O o* 7a 


4 








With regard to re ¢ 





UNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


[SAAC ROJAS REITERATES OPPOSITION TO POPE'S BEAGLE PROPOSAL 


het 


Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 10 Feb 83 p 8 


Text} The nation's former vice president, retired Adm Isaac F. Rojas, 
called for a substantial modification of the pope's Beagle proposal 
ana 


i noted that if one is not forthcoming, the Argentine Government 
ught to postpone making a decision. 


Such a delay would provide an opportunity for "a great national debate" 
nN the substance of "the pope's proposal that has been made public," 


yinted out, adding that its terms are not an acceptable solution 
for Argentina's interests. 


~ 


Rojas also discussed the recent criticisms and charges of criminal 
activity leveled at Armed Forces officers. 
it that the responses that some of these officers have given have 
en "inadequate to clarify the facts and refute the charges." 
1) statements to Noticias Argentinas, Rojas said 
were to yield and accept the pope's proposal for 
, 1t would be making more than a mistake, 


that "if Argentina 
resolving the southern 
inasmuch as it would 


‘ r > 
sirVULe’ 


be voluntarily accepting a tremendous mutilation, thus jeopardizing 
its destiny in the Antarctic and the Southern Atlantic." 
Th avy ofticer noted that consequently "the defense and security 

+ In + 

A adic 


wonia would be seriously compromised" and that the “future strategic 
nts to recover the Malvinas would be hampered by the Chilean 


a ns - " 
Atlantic side of Tierra del Fuego. 


. ea 4 ee 

In this regard he stated that "if it respected the principle of the 

) lividing line at Cape Horn, Chile would ef fectively Carry out 
its announced ‘detense 


»i our rearguard’ while we 


strive to win back 
the Malvinas.” 
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ent statements by political leaders to the effect 
that Argentina ought to accept the pope's proposal and not leave the 
° ) r ,? ! . 


t 


{i by the future constitutional 


vgOover’ vent, Rojas 














asserted emphatically that "this problem cannot be resolved with flying 
colors by the proposal that the pope has made public." 


He said thac "it is not unusual to hear these politicians saying that 

it is urgent to resolve the so-called Beagle conflict by accepting 

the pope's proposal (if there is another, we do not know of it), so 

that we have our hands free to deal with Great Britain, which is turning 
the Malvinas islands intc a major base of operations." 


Origin ot the Problem 


He added that these "politicians dare to argue that the so-called Beagle 
problem was triggered by de facto military governments and that, therefore, 
it should not be left up to the next constitutional government to resolve." 


"The two arguments are unsound and fallacious," Rojas stated. 


He later said that the first argument is not worthy of consideration 
"because Chile's de jure presence" in the Southern Atlantic would shrink 
Argentina's political, economic and military maneuvering room "in our 
contlict with Great Britain." 


He contended that Chile's stance towards our country during last year's 
fighting oftered "a number of hazy points that raised doubts concerning 
its friendship or sincerity." 

He then said that their account of the problem's origin "is not realistic," 
inasmuch as "de facto governments like Alejandro Lanusse's or Jorge 
Videla's, as well as constitutional governments such as Arturo Frondizi's, 
Arturo [Illia's, Hector Campora's, Juan Peron's and Isabel Martinez 

de Peron's, must also assume their share of the responsibility and 

1ot foist it off on the military governments." 


Postponement and Debate 


Rojas said that the problem "cannot be resolved in accordance with 


the proposal that the pope has made public" and that “if it 1s not 
hanged substantially, a resolution of the problem should be postponed 


’ provide the opportunity for a great national debate involving the 
representatives of the people, political leaders, the press and centers 


yf learning." 

Brazilian Vessel 

Revarding the incident involving the Brazilian ship "Baron de Teffe" 
that took place last 18 January, he said that the ''ship's commander 
endeavored to ignore the Argentine-Chilean agreement established in 


it 


iY, 


ontended in this connection that “in recent times Chile has been 
to get vessels flying third-party flags and carrying Chilean 
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pilots to sail between the islands" for the purpose of "establishing 
precedents concerning its alleged rights in those waters." 


The Church 


Addressing the role of the Church in this issue, Rojas asserted that 
"some Argentine prelates have made very appropriate statements," but 
"we do not have the same impression of others." 


He noted that "when people stress that our country ought to accept 
the pope's proposal so as not to discredit the Holy Father's moral 
authority, they are making a big mistake." 


"The pope," he went on to say, "is involved here in a temporal, political 
matter, the Argentine-Chilean dispute, and the pope is infallible only 
in matters of religious morals and dogma." 


"Our problem is political, not moral or religious or dogmatic, and 
thus people are making a serious mistake when they claim that the pope 
is infallible in offering a solution," he stated. 


len asserted that "the Holy Father has not been properly counseled 
by Cardinal Samore, because he has so far not agreed to alter his initial 


" 


eo 


proposal. 


"A proper mediation," he added, "would involve offering as many proposals 
as necessary until the two parties find one acceptable, without doing 
lence to or humiliating either of them." 


Incomprehensible 


He then stated that "it is incomprehensible for the Holy Father's advisers 
1, because this cannot lead to a successful 


O insist on one proposal, 


He said that in his judgment "the presentation of successive proposals 
is the ideal method for achieving the ultimate objective entrusted 


to the Holy See's lofty authority." 


In conclusion, when asked about the criminal charges that have been 

eled at several Armed Forces commanders, the former vice president 
isserted that "the responses given by some of these officers are inadequate 
to clarify the facts and refute the charges " 


He said that "the officers who have been charged would clear their 
zood name and honor as well as the prestige of their branches if they 
emphatically called on their respective commands to conduct an exhaustive 


formal investigation whose tindings would be made public. 











"Furthermore," he stated, "the ranking authorities of the Armed Forces 
have more than enough power to order such investigations." 


He said in conclusion that "good name and honor of the respective branches 
of the Armed Forces preclude silence and point to the urgent need to 

order an immediate administrative investigation, which might or might 

not have judicial ramifications." 


8743 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CLERGY URGES PROMPT SOLUTION TO BEAGLE ISSUE 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 4 Feb 83 p 15 


[Text] The papal nuncio, Monsignor Ubaldo Calabresi, pointed out yesterday 
that the Vatican hopes that Argentina's military and political parties 
"reach agreement on what they ought to do" in connection with the pope's 
proposed solution for the border dispute with Chile. 


"The Vatican realizes very clearly what the problem is and what the 
" said Calabresi at a press conference that he called yesterday 


~ 


at noon to officially announce the death of Cardinal Antonio Samore. 


"The possibilities that the same proposal by the pope offers are being 
the nuncio also stated. 


1c, '" 
studied, 


There has been no change," he said; "the pope's proposal remains as 


The nuncio denied that the negotiations within the framework of the 
papal mediation had come to a dead end. 


L eVer talk abdout ; 


a deadlock," he noted, “because work continues 
of the problem continue to be delved into." 


and the various aspects o 


no deadlock," he commented, “but rather analysis and reflection, 


ind that means moving forward." 
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"Tr will be up to the Holy Father to appoint his replacement," he stated. 


"It will not be easy," he added, "to replace Cardinal Samore, simply 
because he was the one who followed the progress of the mediation from 
the very beginning." 


"IT think that the person who is going to succeed him will have to possess 
as much equilibrium and intelligence as he did," he remarked. 


Aramburu 


The president of the Argentine Episcopal Conference, Cardinal Juan 

Carlos Aramburu, conceded here today that the pope's proposal for resolving 
the border dispute with Chile has undergone "modifications," although 

he said that he did not know "whether they were substantial or not." 


Aramburu commented that in his view the modifications "are clarifications 
and perhaps some minor change that might further insure a lasting peace." 


The cardinal also acknowledged that the Vatican was uneasy about the 
delay in responding to the Holy Father's proposal. 


'The Argentine authorities," he noted, "have been responding, asking 
for clarifications, conversing and looking at various aspects of this 
solution that could be made clearer and offer still further insurance 


r lacri a " 
OT @ iasting peace. 


As to whether the current military government or the future 


constitutional government ought to give the final response to the pope's 
proposal, Aramburu asserted that “either could make that decision when 


r 
the time is ripe." 
"Tt so nappens,'’ he pointed out, "that work is not yet completed on 


this issue, so it is irrelevant whether one or the other makes the 


Ge’ ( sion 
"The matter 1s being given consideration; the talks are continuing, 
ind the commissions are meeting with the pope's representatives," he 


In connection with Cardinal Samore's successor, he asserted that he 
id no doubt that "in the interim it would be Monsignor Montalvo," 


who assisted the deceased cardinal in recent months. 


We will see later,'' Aramburu commented, "whether the Holy Father appoints 


, 


him as permanent representative or puts someone else in charge." 


With regard to the death of Samore, he stated that "we must acknowledge 


that he was a preponderant factor in our current state of peace and 
in finding a peaceful solution to the dispute with Chile." 














COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


PRICE INCREASE OF BARBADOS GOODS ON JAMAICAN MARKET SEEN 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Feb 83 p 2 


[Text] Jamaica's recent introduction of two-tiered foreign exchange rates 
will result in an automatic increase in no less than 50 percent in the 
retail prices of Barbadian products being sold on the Jamaican market, the 
state-run Export Promotion Corporation here said yesterday. 


A team of officials of the Central Bank of Barbados and the EPC spent the 
last few days in Jamaica collecting information on the newly introduced 


dua. exchange rate and quota system, 


The delegation headed by Executive Director of the EPC Philip Williams, 
had a series of meetings with private and public sector officials and 
individual importers of Barbadian products to determine how those systems 
will work in practice and to assess the likely impact on Barbados' exports 
CoO Jamaica, 


The contacts included 
meetings with the Jamaican 
Deputy Prime Minister and 


exchange market rate. This 
will result in an automatic 
increase of 50 per cent to 60 








Minister of Foreign Trade, 
Hugh Shearer, the Minister of 
Industry and Commerce 
Douglas Vaz, the Governor of 
the Bank of Jamaica, Horace 
Barber and the head of the 
Nationa! Planning Unit, Dr. 
Headley Browne. 

The EPC statement said the 
delegauon had Deen able to 
draw the following con- 
clusions: 

The new economic 
measures introduced by the 
Jamaican Government were 
introduced in order to deal 
with their severe economic 
probiems and not with any 
conscious intention of har- 
ming trade between Barbados 
and Jamaica 

In so far as few exports from 
Barbados ‘to Jamaica fall 
within a schedule of basic 
tems Most exports will be a: 
the (more costiy) parallel 


per cent in the cost of Bar- 
badian products being sold on 
the Jamaican market. 
However, the prices of 
competitive products in that 
market are also expected to 
rise, although less sharply 


Exports from Barbados to 
Jamaica will fail under a 
global quota given to each 
importer to cover sectors such 
as capital! goods, raw 
materials, consumer goods 
and spare parts. Indications 
are that the quotas issued so 
far for 1983 are sunstantiailly 
less than the imoorters’ actual 
purcnases) in 1982 A 
procedure also has been 
established whereby im- 
porters can request a review 
of their quota allocation and 
seek an increased quota 


Every effort was made by 
the officials with whom the 














Barbados delegation met to 
assure our delegation that the 
new measures would function 
more smoothly than the old 
licence system and that no 
significant fall off of trade 
need result if Barbadian 
exporters pursued com- 
petitive pricing vigorous 
advertising techniques. 
However many other 
businessmen to whom the 
delegation spoke had serious 
reservations about this. 


Some Jamaican importers 
felt that those Barbadian 
products which were of a high 
quality and had an established 
market would be less severely 
affected by the new measures. 

The delegation said it would 
prepare a full report for 
presentation to the chairmen 
and the boards of the Bar- 

‘bados Export Promotion 
Corporation and the Central 
Bank of Barbados and for 
onward transmission to the 


Minister of Trade and 


Industry, Bernard St. John. 

The EPC said it would 
continue to monitor the 
Jamaica situation closely and 
strongly urged Barbadian 
exporters to ‘“‘maintain the 
closest possible contact with 
their Jamaican importers, so 
as to preserve as much of their 
Jamaican market as is 
possible in the new cir- 
cumstances.’ 


‘Developments in this 
market underscore the need 
for Barbadian~ exportezs to 
develop extra-regional 
markets for their products 
and this will continue to be the 
emphasis of the BEPC,’ the 
statement said. 

It added: ‘‘The corporation 
however regards the Carib- 
bean Community (CARICOM) 
market as a valuable home 
base for our manufacturers 
and shall continue to assist 
them in preserving and ex- 
panding their market share 
within the region.” 




















COUNTRY SECTION 





JAMAICAN BOATS TO GET OK TO FISH IN GUYANA'S WATERS 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Feb 83 pl 


[Text] 


“GUYANA and Jamaica are shortly to enter 
an agreement allowing Jamaicag fishermen 
to fish in Guyana waters. 

According to Dr. Barton Scotland, Legal 
Adviser in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the agreement was reached following ear- 
nest talks between officials of the two 
countries. 

The matter, he said, was first raised three 
years ago but the initialling of the 
agreement was done last Saturday. 

The government-to-government agreement 
will allow 10 Jamaican vessels to fin-fish in 
Guyana’s marine territory. 

To fin-fish is to set out deliberately to catch 
fish, using particular types of nets. Even 
though the nets will trap a variety of sea 
resources, they are so designed to allow the 
majority of by-catch to escape. 

The 10 vessels will be based at the Guyana 
Fisheries Limited, East Bank, Demerara, 
where their catch will be discharged and 
processed. A specified percentage of their 
catch wiil be sold to the GFL at a price to be 
agreed upon, Dr. Scotland said. 

The agreement, it is widely felt, will serve 
to help improve relations between the two 
sister Caricom countries. 

There are at present two foreign com- 
panies already shrimping in Guyana’s 
waters. They are Georgetown Seafoods 
Limited of America and Yutaka Fisheries of 
Japan. 

These companies have been operating here 
before the establishment of Guyana’s 
mantime boundanes 

The 16 Jamaican vessels will begin 
operations six months after the ratification 
of the agreement. The instruments of 
ratification are expected to be handed over 
shortly. —(GNA) 
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ER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 











COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


DUTCH AID TO CARIBBEAN--St John's, Antigua, Tuesday (CANA)--Holland's 
ambassador to the Easterm Caribbean, Eldred Maduro, has said here that the 
Dutch Government would be willing to provide aid to Caribbean countries on 

a bilateral basis as long as they have the necessary machinery and personnel 
to handle such assistance. "We don't mind meeting a request for assistance 
on a bilateral level provided that the government has the necessary personnel 
to handle this aid, because after all we will like to ensure that the aid 
reaches the people it is for and for the project thet it is earmarked for," 
Mr Maduro said, The ambassador, who was here at the weekend to present 

his credentials to the government, said Holland was presently giving assist- 
ance to the Caribbean through multilateral institutions. But he added that 
as long as the necessary requirements were in place, Holland would be will- 
ing to provide assistance on a bilateral basis to finance projects in the 
range of ECS500 000 to $700 000. Mr Maduro noted that his government had 
provided assistance on this level already to one country which he did not 
name, but because the necessary machinery was not in place, the project 

that the money was earmarked for has not been completed as yet. He said 

the mltilateral institutions were doing a fine job in handling Dutch aid 
for the region. He added that Holland would continue to provide assistance 
to the region despite the effects which the global recession has been having 
on the Dutch economy, Ambassador Maduro is based in Trinidad. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Feb 83 p 3] 
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COUNTRY 


FOREIGN MINISTER HAS CLOSED-DOOR MEETING WITH 


St Johns THE WORKERS 


[Text } 


ACT Tr VAT 
SECT IO} 


Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Foreign Minister, Lester 
Bird, has told this coun 
try’Ss envoys abroad that 
the environment which 
Surrounds smali countries 
is hoStile, 

Mr. Bird made this 
Statement at the opening 
of two days of closed con- 
SultationS with his diplo- 
matic staff, all) of whom 
he summoned home last 
weekend, 


The Deputy 


Prime 
Minister said that ‘ 


‘the 


widening economic re- 
cession has made the 


worid’s larger powers in- 
tolerant of Smalier ones’, 
Mr. Bird Stated that 
‘faced with massive un- 
employment and Social in- 
Stability, pleas for more 
aid and better terms oi 
trade are vinegar to the 
thirsty as far as the in- 
Gust riajised counts 
are concerned, 
Turning to the interma- 
tional political concition, 


> fF , {m3 - ~> \¢ 
the Foreign Minister said 


, 


that ‘abortion 
effor:s at detente whi< 
characterised the 
forced the world once 
ob) polar po’. 


nas 


Pain rer 
i- 
casis aad 


Tr Tr TT 


tics’’, But he said, ‘des- 
pite these conditions, An- 
tigua and Barbuda’ s 
objectives must be to 
meet its own national con- 
cerns and priorities and 

tO maintain dignity and 
Seif-respect of the peo 
pie of this country’. 

The two-day consul- 
tation with his sta& follows 
the first year of an active 
foreign policy by Lester 
Bird Since Antigua and 
Barbuda attained indepen- 
dence, It has been a year in 
which Antigua and Barbuda 
established d@plomatic re- 
lations with a number of 

ountries with which there 
was formeriy ne contact. 
Among these countries was 
the Peoples Renuvlic of 
China. 

But apart from the es- 
tablishment of formal 
relations with a number of 
countries, Antigua and 
Barbuda maintained a high 
profue in 


Caribbean ai- 


fairs with Lester Bird 
holding the position of 
Chai Pm af and Spc kes- 
man for the Organisation 
of aster Cariddean 
States (OECS) and Prime 
Minister V.C, Bird playing 


the succesSs of the CARI- 
COM Heads of 


4 \"T) 
Pe SS PS 


ANTIGUA 


DIPLOMATS 


ernment Conference m 
Jamaica last November. 

In addition, Antigua and 
Barbuda pegan 4a yery 
active role in the United 
Natuons with Fore.gn MinisS- 
ter, Lester Bird, speaking 
On Several occasions atthe 
World Body as Chairmanof 
the Latin American Group, 

This two-day consul- 
tation with his overseas 
representatives provided 
the Foreign M.mster with 
an Opportunity to discuss 
world developments and to 
define a course for Antigua 
and Barbuda’s foreign 
policy thrust for the future, 

Details of the meeting 
wich by its nature is 
secret, will not be re- 
leased, However, the 
meeting reaffirmed acom- 
mitment to CARICOM and 
the OECSasa high priority 
of Antigua and Barbuda’s 
foreign policy, it also rei- 
terated that the foreign 
poiicy of this courtry w.ul 
be grounded in efforts tc 
secure the economic welj- 
being of the nation as a 
whole, 

sine 


Foreign 


nvoys 


will be Spending afew days 
in the country acquainting 
themSelves with local con- 
ditions before returning ¢ 
their overseas posts, 








BARBUDA 














COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


UNION PRESIDENT ROBINSON SPEAKS AT ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 22 Jan 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text of address delivered at the 44th Anniversary ceremony of the Antigua 
Trades and Labour Union on Sunday 16th January 1983 at Emancipation House] 


[Excerpts] Honourable Prime Minister, Distinguished Guests, Comrades and 
Friends: 


It is with great personal pleasure that I welcome you to this ceremony today 
which marks the 44th Anniversary of our great and historic organisation, 
the Antigua Trades and Labour Union, 


It seems fitting at this juncture for me to give expression in my capacity 
of President of the Antigua Trades and Labour Union of the joy which is 
shared by the officers and members of this Union in respect of the honour 
which has recently been bestowed by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on our 
Prime Minister in appointing him as one of Her Majesty's Privy Councillors 
and as such a personal advisor to the Queen. This most highly regarded 
royal recognition of the Right Honourable V.C. Bird as he now is, could 
not have been accorded to a more deserving Antiguan and Barbudan, 
Congratulations, Sir, on your well earned preferment by Her Majesty. 


We all know--and I am always happy to give public recognition to that 
fact--that it was people like the Right Honourable Vere Cornwall Bird who, 
in the face of great difficulties and severe personal hardships imposed 

by the uncaring attitudes and policies of an oppressive plantocrat ruling 
class, who strived with unflinching zeal and unwavering determination to 
achieve the economic betterment and social upliftment of the working people 
of this land. I know you will agree with me, Comrades, when I say we ail 
Owe a great debt to those early trade union stalwarts led by V.C. Bird for 
the unquestionable determination and dedication which they championed the 
cause of the workers throughout the years. 


However, the trade union movement has a continuing role which we must never 
relinquish. That role requires that the officers and members of the AT&LU 
must continue the struggle with the same determination and dedication that 
has been demonstrated in the past to improve the economic and social well 
being of the workers in this country. 








Let it therefore be known to one and all that, consistent with its previous 
decisions and resolutions, the AT&LU will continue to struggle to achieve 
termination benefit, be it called severance pay or otherwise, for workers 
who voiuntarily relinquish their jobs after having given many years of 
dedicated and faithful service to their employers. 
We will continue to urge the government to address itself to this question, 
bearing in mind the Antigua Labour Party commitments fully endorsed by the 
Antigua Trades and Labour Union, to create "NCT JUST A SOCIETY BUT A JUS7 
SOCIETY."" A “just society" in our view will require that the trade union 
movement must eventually achieve equity and social justice for the workers 
of this land. 
We also wish it to be known to one and to all that, while we recognize that 
the development of our country will necessitate the bringing in of people 
from abroad to undertake work which may require technical skills not yet 
possessed by some of our people, we cannot accept the prevailing practic« 
where work permits appear to be freely issued to expatriates working in 
hotels and other business establishments for work which can be done compe- 
tently by local people. 
n ountries, this would not be permitted and it is a known fact that 
Antiguans desiring to obtain work permits in other countries, even within 
the Caribbean region, have experienced great difficulties. We therefor 
see no reason why in Antigua and Barbuda we should want to make it casy a: 
we evidently do for non nationals to obtain work permits and therefore 
create obstacles for the employment and advancement of our own people. 
Withou ishing to be unduly restrictive, we strongly recommend to th 
Government that they should look closely at the practices that aré 
followed by their counterparts in the region and by metropolitan govern- 
ments regarding the issue of work permits and it will be seen that in every 
a reference is given to the employment of nationals, There is no bett 
xample of this than the U.S. Virgin Islands and Bermuda, 
it hurts our people badly and creates serious workplace discontent when 
xpatriates who often have to be shown how to do their work by local worker: 
are given positions of seniority over nationals, And even when they ar 
lw yod grade, expatriate workers receive from their employer 
bstantiaily more in pay and benefits than local workers ; 
h nion also wishes to impress upon the Government through our esteemed 
r finister that even though we recognise that Government may De experi- 
ncing Jere personal cash flow problems, we al recognise that those 
mrades who are pensioners of the I.D.B. and former non established 

y ho ar ntitled to severance compensation are themselves als 
experiencing severe personal cash flow problems, and it would be helpful if 
the union's req for early adjustment and payment by tl rornment wert 
granted thout ¢ much further ; 








So I say again as I have said before, even with our own Antigua Labour Party 
Government in power, we have to struggle as a union, and we shall willingly 
persist with the struggle for the benefit of the working people of this 
nation. For struggle is the medium and the mechanism by which the economic 
and social advancement of the workers are achieved. 

Comrades and friend: , Independence for our country has inspired the call by 
many of our national leaders including the Prime Minister and the Deputy 
Prime Minister for the adoption by workers of more productive work attitudes. 


The Leadership of the AT&LU certainly support that call, but we wish to ask 
that equal consideration and emphasis to be given to the need for employers 
to compensate workers fairly and adequately so that they may feel a genuine 
incentive for the greater productive effort they are called upon to make, 


We in the AT&LU believe that a good way of inducing this change of attitude 
on the part of workers is for employers themselves to adopt a change of 
attitude and to treat workers not as servants but as partners in enterprise 


working to a common objective of profit for all. 


We would particularly like to urge the expatriate bosses to recognise that 
our workers understand and appreciate what it is to be treated with dignity 
and respect and that when so treated, they usually produce at their best. 

But when treated with lofty disrespect of people whom they know to be aliens, 
they react defiantly and often produce less than they otherwise would. So 
the lesson is clear, If you want increase in productivity, treat the 

workers with dignity, respect and consideration, Treat them right, and 
productivity will certainly increase. 


Comrades, we shall act responsibly as a trade union, but it must be clearly 
stood that our union's idea of responsible action is not of allowing 
workers to be abused and exploited by the employers. Wherever the need 
equires, we shall take up the grievances and just complaints of our members 
nd will abandon that course only when we have secured justice and fair play 
r 


- rrnArk 
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ve favour in every respect the principle of a fair day's pay for a fair 
day's work. But we are of tne view that too often employers and even the 
sovernmment see this principle as meaning in practice a fair day's work for 
less than a fair day's pay, 

mrades and friends, we pledge to you on this our 44th Anniversary to assume 
2 responsible role in the further development of our country knowing that 
together we all have a nation to build and a country to mould. Towards this 


very noble end the Antigua Trades and Labcur Union will continue to exert 
ri ind power in the most responsible manner. And in the process, 
we certainly hope to remove those obstructions and barriers which prevent 


workers in Antigua and Barbuda from receiving just and fair rewards for 


ct 
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irades, I enlist your kind and comradely support in our continuing endeavours. 








COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


RELATIONS WITH AFRICAN COUNTRIES--St Johns, Antigua, 2 Mar (CANA)--Antivgua 

and Barbuda announced the establishment of diplomatic relations with three 
African countries--Nigeria, Uganda and Zambia. The Ministry of Foreign 
Aftairs named Dr Claudius Thomas as Antigua and Barbuda's non-resident high 
commissioner to Nigeria, Uganda and Zambia. The government said it viewed 

his appointment as an opportunity to increase the bonds of friendship existing 
between the four countries. [Text] [FLO21421 Bridgetown CANA in English 

1359 GMT 2 Mar 83] 

{ MMISS TONER (CANA) --India's 


' 


CREDENTLALS--Bridgetown, Barbados, 19 Feb 

oign commissioner to Barbados and the eastern Caribbean Ramesh Shukla was 

leaving here today tor his base in Port-of-Spain after visiting Antigua and 

St. Kitts-Vevis where he presented his credentials to Premier Dr Kennedy Simmonds. 

Mr Shukla has now visited all the territories where he is accredited, with the 

exception of Montserrat and the Turks and Caicos Islands. [Excerpts] 

(FL211600 Bridgetown CANA in English 2300 GMT 19 Feb 83 FL] 

JENEZUELAN TOURKISTS--St Johns, Antigua, 2 Mar (CANA)--Antigua and Barbuda, 

which like the rest of the commonwealth Caribbean depends heavily on North 

America for its tourist traffic, is now looking towards developing Venezuela 
source of visitors. A statement from the department of tourism said that 

liscussions have already been held with the managiny director of the Venezuela 

Airline Viasa, Luis Rangel, on developing programmes to encourage Venezuelans 

to visit Antigua. [Excerpt] [FLO21548 Bridgetown CANA in English 1356 GMT 
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POTEST==St John's, Antigua, Sunday (CANA)--The general secretary of 


the Antigua irades and Labour Union, Robin Bascus, has accused some employers 
here of dismissing workers because they join unions, "I think it is a very 
ous matter, because many of these employers were paying their workers 
next to nothing and the conditions under which they work were very depressing 


ind as soon 4s the workers try to organise themselves they are fired," Mr 
added, He said he would be urging another union in Antigua to unite 


Le 
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»ASCUS 
with his organisation to tackle the situation. "It seems to me that all 
the employers are thinking about is making a profit at the expense of their 
employees with very little remuneration," he said. Mr Bascus, stated that 
vetting their fair 


— 
ct 


in an independent country workers will have to star 
share for their work, [Text] [Bridgetown ADVUCATE-NEWS in English 31 Jan 83 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


PRICE CONTROL POLICY MEETS WITH OPPOSITION 
ULA Questions Control Mechanisms 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 15 


[Passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] In expressing opposition to price controls "/because they represent an 
assault on the effects of inflation, not its causes,/" leaders of the 
/Argentine Industrial Union (UIA)/ demanded that the government abandon its 
policy of "/administering poverty/" and provide an impulse for industrial 
reactivation. 


The business leaders met for an hour and a half with President /Reynaldo 
Bignone/ and Economics Minister /Jorge Wehbe,/ who informed them of 4 
mechanism under study "/to avoid inflationary surprises./" 


Altnough they did not reveal whether the minister explained the content of 
such mechanisms, at the end of the meeting the industrial leaders expressed 
their opposition to any form of price controls. 


Hirsch,/ president of the UIA, said that "/we reiterated the need, 
for industrialists, but mainly for the nation as a whole, to launch 


y 
an industrial reactivation,/" and noted that they made "/some proposals with 
regard to interest rates, promoting productive investment instead of 


speculative investment, bolstering exports and providing tax exemptions for 


construction and for the incorporation of machinery./" 
JiLA irst Vice-President /Gilberto Montagna/ stated that "the essential 
purpose of the necting was not to discuss whether interest rates should be one 
point higher or lower or any thing like pene the purpose was mainly to tell 
ne president and the minister of economics that the poxeEmen should make a 
cal decision to reactivate industry, “whi ch is what the country needs." 
"There are two routes the government could follow," said Montagna. "It could 
continue to administer poverty until it turns over the reigns of power, with 
all its consequences, or it could solve the problem of industrial 
e 


reactivation, which would do away with unemployment and the rise in the pric 
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index, among other positive results. 




















Hirsch said that he had emphasized to the president that "/industry is not in 
a position to carry on its activities while coping with the present interest 
rates./" The UIA chief reported that the response that was given was related 
to tax exemptions that are now under study for investments in productive 
activities: construction and investment in locally produced machinery and 
equipment. "/We are confident,/" he added, "/that this will translete into 
concrete results in the not too distant future; furthermore, with regard to 
exports, we were told that the bill is under study and it is feasible that a 
solution will be obtained within a reasonable period./" 


He stressec that "we are absolutely opposed to price controls because they act 
upon the effects, not the causes of inflation, and therefore we do not 
consider this the appropriate mechanism. There was no specific response from 
the president," he said, but the minister of economics assured us that a 
mechanism is being devised to prevent the surprises we had in January, that 
is, with respect to the surpassing of the expected inflation indices." 


Conflicting Strategies 
Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 15 


iText] "Price controls in all forms should be eliminated, along with Law 
20.680 (Supply), which is a bad aftertaste from previous systems," claimed the 
/Argentine Industrial Union/ in a /document/ entitled "/Coordination of 
Prices./" The organization finally decided not to deliver that document during 
its meeting at the Casa Rosada, but rather to explain its arguments orally. 
It also asserted that "the plan to fix prices at a level substantially lower 
than the regulated rate is absurd." 


According to the businessmen, /the system "is incapable of holding down retail 


The ULA did, however, deliver a memorandum that began with some particularly 
narsh criticism of nominal and real interest rates. 


After /the reading of the document,/ as agreed +o previously by those 

nding the meeting, the industrialists /explained to President Bignone and 
nis minister of economics, Wehbe, the importance of reactivating the depressed 
domestic consumer market./ 


+ was also decided that the business leaders would insist that the government 
penalize businesses that commit excesses (as provided in Resolution 45, 
written by the Economics Ministry), instead of exerting greater control over 


~ 
} : “a 
the entire economic systen. 


Recalling once more the document on prices, the Industrial Union officials 

called for "/the derogation of all systems for controlling or fixing prices. 

An immediate reactivation is impossible if mechanisms are maintained that 
hibit the generation of already weak profits in the private sector, while 














at the same time working against the very oLjective of containing price 


increases./" 


Wehbe: Avoid Excessive Increases 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 16 


[Text] Economics Minister /Jorge Wehbe/ admitted yesterday that /"price 
controls will be accentuated," and did not discount the possibility that in 
the months following February a ceiling may be imposed on price hikes by 
businesses./ 


/Wehbe/ claimed that the mechanism to be applied "within the current sys 
outlined by Resolution 45 /will attempt to prevent businesses from raisi 


prices to make up for lags./" 


When asked about the possibility that a ceiling will be imposed, above which 
businesses may not raise their prices, the minister answered ambiguously, 
declining to give specific details of the plan. 


"We will ensure,” he said, "that future increases are applied to current 
values, without any absorption of differences produced by lags or because 
price hikes were not implemented previously in accordance with what would have 
been completely appropriate." 


When pressed by journalists, Wehbe said that /"the possibility has not been 
discounted/" that price ceilings will be imposed, "/because inflationary 
excesses hinder economic reactivation./" 


"I hope,” he added, "that it will not be necessary to implement any measure 


beyond stepping up controls under Resolution 45, /because I am not an advocate 
of controls. But I am also aware that unbridled inflation is harmful to the 


in 
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The minister expressed displeasure with the behavior "of some businessmen, 


whose pricing policy led to the inflationary surge in January." 


"/There have some sharp increases,/" he said, "/that are truly 
istified, coming frodm the same businessmen who are calling for lower 
rm 
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Wehbe asserted that "/pusinessmen cannot ask for both things, because hey 
do not hold prices to a reasonable level they cannot request lower interest 














Price Controls Threaten Profits 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 14. 


r 


(Article by Daniel Muchnik] 

(Text) /Treasury authorities claim that interest rates will not fall as long 
as "businessmen do not lower their prices."/ They add: "There will be no 
negative rates, as in the times of Cavallo, because otherwise there would be a 
drain on foreign reserves." Judging by the magnitude of these assertions, it 
appears that the policies implemented in 1977 and the anti-business attitudes 
of the past are still viable. This tendency often sharpens during times of 
severe crisis. Businessmen are the /culprits/ in the eyes of both liberal 
administrations and populist governments. For those who feel this way, 
apparently, economic laws do not apply. It is the /businessmen/ who "invent" 
at will the values of their products; it is not the pressure of the high cost 
of money, or deficits in the infrastructure, or the incessant pummeling of 
rate hikes, or the innumerable fixed costs that grow like Topsy when 
underdevelopment becomes a reality. 


/Treasury is threatening to propose a price control resolution. Those who 
will put it into practice are aware of the failure of earlier controls. "But 


there is no other way,/" they say, "/to intimidate businessmen./" 


what are the eel variables in the Argentine economy today? /Interest 
rates,/ for one th in the present context have no other result than to 
deepen the recessi Lon and encourage strife in the redistribution of income, 
since the interest rate is used as a "/parameter price/" that everyone tries 
to surpass. /Businessmen are trying to bring prices above that rate. Anyone 
who remains below it runs the risk of losing capital. Only those who are 
above that level can survive./ By the same token, who wants to appraise his 
stock and working capital at arate lower than the average rate he would 
obtain if he invested it for a fixed term of 30 days, without any labor and 
isk? /The rate thus fuels the inflationary bonfire at one point or 
The Feonomics Ministry is stubbornly determined to bring down prices 
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/ Vilna 
first, and then curd interest rates. /In practice, however, it is clear that 
the acceleration of interest rates simply multiplies inflation; thus, prices 
will never fall./ 
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/Anotner variable present at this time in the country is the influence of 

neration of inflation. The weight of all installed 
industrial capacity, which is idled by the recession, must be borne by the 
‘ts at present./ 


with the threat = /price controls,/ private businesses are in a bind. One 
i 2mming them in is represented by /interest rates, which in th 
mix will be set at 13 percent. The other pincer is wages, 
mulative monthly rate of about 11 percent. In the 
he rigid ceiling of 9 percent on price hikes. Where 
ifference between interest rates, wages and the price ceiling come 
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/During the seventies price controls were tried on two occasions. In 1973, 


the limit on prices was "zero inflation," proclaimed by former Minister Jose 
B. Gelbard./ That was when the nation suffered the most severe /supply 
shortage/ it had ever known (due to unnatural causes). Former Minister /Jose 
A. Martinez de Hoz/ also imposed a ceiling on prices. He made use of the 
/"small scale,"/ and while he did not cause supply shortages, he sent national 
industry into open retreat by substituting imported goods (which were 
subsidized both here and abroad). 


/This same industry, now shrunken, battered and agonized, caused a decline in 
the domestic buying power of Argentines that has seen few deliberate 


precedents. / 


/Gelbard and Martinez de Hoz/ spurred inflation by printing considerable 
amounts of currency. /Gelbard/ justified his action on the grounds that /"he 
had to reintroduce liquidity into the market." Martinez de Hoz proposed 
"remonetizing the economy." The two ministers' efforts embraced highly 
positive interest rates./ The repressed inflation they passed on to their 
successors in the ministry fueled the "/Rodrigazo/" and the "/realism/" of 
Lorenzo Sigaut. /The weight of the government and its participation increased 


under both plans, but the experience that began in 1976 and concluded in 1981 
was most adept at that./ 


it was argued that price controls could replace fiscal policy, given 
it was a question of transferring income. /Controlled prices were to 
establish lower profit rates for private enterprise, increasing the proportion 

f income received by workers. Treasury saic nothing about the impact of 
unese transferences on production. With the strategy revealed in 1976, this 
reduction of business profits was achieved, and accounting figures had to be 
juggled to enable the private sector to continue functioning. With 
excessively high interest rates and low profits, business failures beceme the 


f price controls are imposed from now on, limiting price hikes to 4 points 
velow the free interest rate, it is not hard to foresee /the results: more 
recession, black market, supply shortfalls and double-digit inflation./ 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


GRAIN STORAGE, TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS UNDERMINE EXPORTS 
Conflicting Wheat Export Figures 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 31 Jan 83 p 9 


[Text] Two reports of government origin have proven to be contradictory regarding the 
volume in the records of wheat exports for this season. 


This is significant in view of the fact that the harvest is said to total approximate- 
ly 15 million tons, and hence the exportable balance would fluctuate at between 9 and 


10 million tons. 


Last Friday, upon announcing that a new posted price ($565,000 per quintal) for wheat 
grain would go into effect as of next Tuesday, the National Grain Board [JNG] issued a 
communique in which it stated, verbatim: "It is noteworthy that a remarkable number 

of wheat grain sales have been made to foreign countries, representing an extremely 
large proportion of the exportable balance for the current business cycle. To date, 

a total of 9.1 million tons has been recorded, including the sales declared by 
private industry and those made by the agency. Of that total, 36 percent is for 
shipment in February; 17 percent, for March; 13 percent, for April; 9.4 percent, for 
May; and the remainder (23.6 percent), for the rest of the year." 


[t should be noted that, on 12 January, JNG recorded a total of 4.1 million tons, 
which would mean that the declarations had virtually doubled during the last 2 weeks 
of January. Furthermore, the record of 9 million tons for export would make the 
closing of that register imminent, so as not to exceed the existing supplies. 


But, 48 hours later, the secretary of agriculture and livestock, Victor Hugo Santirso, 
stated on a radio program that "60 percent of the current wheat crop has already been 
in other words, approximately 6 million tons. 
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He expanded upon his statements by noting: "The private exporters' commitments amount 


about 5.4 million tons, to which must be added those associated with JNG, through 


" 


country-to-country commitments. 


added: "The exportable balance is 10 million tons, and the sales made to date 
comprise an acceptable figure for the end of January, in the normal handling of the 














Storage 


Santirso commented: "There are no storage problems; the difficulties that have 
occurred lie with the transportation system and the distributing of the storage 
capacity, which amounts to 29 million tons. There are areas in which the excess 
grain has caused filling of the silos." 


However, he explained: ''This was brought about to some extent by what should be 
considered good news, because the output in southern Buenos Aires exceeded the 


estimates that had been made by 25 percent." 


In conclusion, he admitted that, ''The state of recession in world trade is harming 
prices, but it is only a temporary situation." 


Cooperatives Claim Storage Problems 


“4 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 1 Feb 83 p 14 


[Text] The Argentine Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives (FACA) appeal 
"setting aside futile arguments” and providing a solution "right now’ for 
f a lack of grain storage capacity, a shortage which is causing "mountains of wheat 
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In a communique issued yesterday by the rural entity, it is emphasized that,'Nothing 
could be worse than expending a great effort to produce, having it materialize in a 
result that should fill with gratification those whose effort has made it possible, 
and fill the entire national community with genuine pride, and later finding that 
vence is compounding the grievous national situation, compelling us to 
sell that larger production for less money." 
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Shortly after the conclusion of the wheat harvest, the estimates made by the govern- 
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It also gives a reminder that, "There were some who retorted to us, aruging that we 
nad it in sufficient amounts, and the description of alarmists or misinformed became 
mnon; which we were forced to accept against our will, until the facts proved the 


truth of our statements’; adding: "Today, the wheat crop is a tangible reality and, 


ula: 
‘re is the unfortunately demonstrable reality that we were right." 
illustrate the seriousness of the prevailing situation, it stresses: "There are 

mountains of wheat and sunflowers in the northeastern area. In southern Buenos 
Aires Province, where half of the wheat crop is concentrated, "just one of these 
artificial ins ists of over 10,000 tons of grain.” 

ict irs the signatures of Miguel Martinez Prieto and Eber Riorda, 
chairman and secretary of FACA, respectively, states in conclusion: "We producers 
will feel very bad if our effort and its results av e wasted, fatteninz woodnigeons, 
parrots and grubs; or if we are manipulated by the compulsion to get rid of a great 
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Problems Denied, CARBAP Complains 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 4 Feb 83 p 16 


[Text] The secretary of agriculture and livestock, Victor Hugo Santirso, denied that 
there were ''overall" problems with the storage of the recent record wheat crop; 
although he admitted that there were certain "spot difficulties," particularly in 
the southern section of Buenos Aires Province. 


Santirso's statements were made during a press conference, in which the undersecre- 
tary of agriculture, Ignacio Garcia Cuerva, and the chairman of the National Grain 
Board, Federico Dussel, also participated, and at which the official expressed 

skepticism regarding the possible existence of "large volumes" of grain left out in 


the open. 


He added: "It is possible that some grain is left unstored, but there are hardly 


~at 


mountains consisting of 10,000 tons." 


Moreover, the official reaffirmed the fact that the country's total storage capacity 
is 29 million tons, noting: "Therefore, there should not be any major problems. But 
it should be remembered that even the United States had problems with its record 

to unusual holding sites, such as ships located in inoperable ports.’ 


crop, resorting 


Blame 


Santirso also expressed shock at the accusations made against the National Grain 
Board concerning its apparent lack of storage capacity, stating that, until 15 
January of this year, the entity had an idle capacity of nearly 850,000 tons, whereas 


on 1 February it exceeded 874,000 tons. 


Engineer Dussel , for his part, remarked that the charges made were incomprehensible, 
“when the private sector is quite well aware that, from 1963 to date, the Board has 
built nor planned the construction of any facility, with but few exceptions. And 

s well known that during most of that period, the Board's directors were comprised 
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of members of the private sector.” 


The head of the agricultural and livestock secretariat also commented that, when the 
d a loan which he described as "soft," for the construction of 
offered to exporters, bulkers and cooperatives, at an 
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storage facilities, it was 

imnual rate of 7.5 percent; but these sectors refused it, because they did not want 
to become bound to a loan in foreign currency. He noted: “Hence, we chose to use 
that loan for the construction of seasonal facilities in areas such as NOA or NEA, 


the accesses to the ports and to purchase hopper-bottom cars. 


urse of the press conference, it was stated that, in October 1982, a 
eeting was held in which members of the secretariat, the Agricultural-Livestock 


Confederation and Argentine Railroads participated, and at which 
operational problems existing in the ports of Buenos Aires, 
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Blanca and Rosario. It was claimed that those problems had been resolved, 
t t 


so that, at present, in some of the aforementioned ports, for a period of severai 
days fewer cars had been entering than their real operational capacity would allow. 


Furthermore, Santirso said that nearly 9 million tons are currently recorded by the 
Board, of which 7.849 million came from the private sector, and 1.4 million were 
accounted for by the agency, as a result of contracts that had been concluded. 


be shipped before 30 


It was said that, of this total volume ; 66 percent would b e A 
of that size been sold in 


which prompted Santirso to remark: '’Seldom has a crop 
such a short time.” 


In conclusion, the official denied that "it is the lack of storage capacity that is 
" 


causing the drop in ial claiming: “This is, rather, the result of a lack of 
it 


financing capac 


The Confederation of Buenos Aires and the Pampa Rural Associations (CARBAP) voiced 
its concern over the tact that, faced with a record volume wheat crop, there are 


44 ' :, po 
5 op rlous marketing prodiems. 


In document released yesterday, it stated: "This remarkable wheat crop which, 
naturally, should be cause for equanimity in the sector and the country, is never- 
theless being posted with the chagrin of finding that there is still insufficiency 
and inadequacy in the ports; that the transportation lacks the hauling equipment 


required from the standpoint of numbers and power; that the state infrastructure 
S Lalizing in the area has been misinformed on the supplies from the previous 
season, as well as on the aforementioned problems relating to movement and shipment 


of the grain,and on the record volume of wheat that was arriving; and that the 
various sectors participating in the marketing of the crop in port have not pl 
the necessary coordination for obviating simple problems which have now become 


anned 
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prices is claimed to be the source of the sector's state of paralysis, and one of 
the reasons for the delay in the wheat shipping work. 


Standstill 


In a document sent to Bauer, the entity also requests “exemption from internal 
surcharges and taxes" on the importing of tops for transport vehicles, "when this 
is done by authorized providers of services or cooperatives supplying input." 


The federation also noted the difficult situation being experienced by the motor 
transport sector, indicating that it has become worse because of non-compliance with 
regulations which benefit the sector; which has caused the "standstill of units, 

due to lack of maintenance or their possible renovation." 


Santirso Discusses Problems 
Buenos Aires CONVICCION in Spanish 4 Feb 83 p 10 
(‘Text] Yesterday, the secretary of agriculture and livestock, Victor Santirso, 
announced that over 9 million tons of wheat were recorded for export by the private 


and public sectors, of which number 66 percent will be shipped by 30 April of this 
year. 





Santirso made this disclosure during a press conference, at which he denied that 


1 


rn 
the wheat is being spoiled out in the "elements," owing to lack of storage capacity. 


In this connection, he declared that, as of yesterday, the capacity available in 
ities of the National Grain Board was 874,736 tons. 


, 


facili 
The official confronted, in this way, charges made by CONINAGRO and the Argentine 


Federation of Agricultural Cooperatives (FACA), claiming that “mountains of wheat 
‘lowers out in the open attest to the magnitude of our shortage of storage 


ted the existence of some storage problems in a few areas, but not the 


magnitude assigned to them by the challenging entities. 

remarked: ‘There is idle capacity in the bulk facilities which has not been 
\s tor the World Bank loan of $100 million to build silos with a 2 million-ton 
capacity, he said that the plan had been revised, so that now facilities will be 
built in the Argentine northeast and northwest regions, where there are storage 
oroblems, instead of continuing to concentrate them in the so-called "Wet Pampa." 
ynfirmed the fact that the total silo storage capacity in Argentina is 29 mil- 
Moreover, he claimed that "it is untrue that wheat is being sold" just because there 
s a shortage, stating that this is happening owing to the country's "lack of financ- 


. Bi . ’ . 
ing capacity in the present circumstances. 











Insofar as the volumes to be exported are concerned, he mentioned that the private 
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sector had recorded 7 Llion tons, whereas the Crain ard made its postinge 
with 1.4 million tons. 
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Of the total volume, 66 percent will be shipped by 30 April of th 
Prain crop 


O 
precluded the possibility of there being any problems when the c 
arrives. 
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Althou ugh the exporters did not specify the destination for which the commodity will 


be bound, he said that a sizable volume would go to the Soviet Union. 


After "flatly" denying the charges made by ian in the cooperative sector (to 
which Santirso belongs), he attributed them to a "lack of information.” 

He also stated that it was "shocking" that the claim should be made that the 
price of meat in 1982 was the highest in the last 9 years, maintaining t 

the same as in 1960, in constant currency. 


Editorial Comment 


Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 31 Jan 83 p 13 


shortage of grain storage capacity is a serious problem, the conse- 
uences of which are being felt repeatedly. In this connection, the Agricultural- 
ntercooperative Confederation (CONINAGRO) mere a charge which deserves 
tion; because it noted that much of this year's wheat crop is being spoil- 
the open, for lack of storage capacity. According to the entity, this 


has been caused not only by the dearth of storage, but also by the deteri- 
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oration of the transportation, road and port systems, which has occurred as 
result of the economic policy pursued in recent years. 
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concerned, the difficulties are due to the reduction in the fleet of trucks, and 

to a system adopted by a large number of bulkers who have concluded transportation 
contracts on an exclusive basis. Because of the decline in the industry's profita- 
bility, the shippers’ fleet has suffered flaws in its maintenance, which have 
reduced its operating status. 


There are also problems among the railroads, because although the state has purchas- 
ed modern grain cars, their capacity has been exceeded by the crop to be shipped; 
and hence it became necessary to resort to the old multipurpose cars, with which 

the shipping is considerably slower. 


Finally. ther 
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e delays in the ports, owing to the trade union disputes 
that have occurred re 1 
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Ac one may observe, the spectrum of problems to be solved is broad; and, within it, 
one essential point is e need for the producers to have greater storage capacity. 
To achieve this, they must be provided with the essential conditions for building 
sonal silos, particularly insofar as loans are concerned. We should recall 

t funds have been allocated for this purpose by the World Bank, on "soft" 

terms, which have not been used. 


the sector must seek a solution, looking ahead. This year, 
Argentina will have a large harvest, which could be repeated or improved, if econo- 
and weather conditions are favorable, and if there is an effort. And this 
effort must not be wasted as a result of lack of planning, as the wheat that has 


be stored out in the open is being wasted now. 


Seven Silos Opened 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 11 Feb 83 p 4 
Text} Formosa--Tomorrow, a group of seven silos will be officially opened in the 
1lity of El Colorado, south of this capital, which have a capacity to store 
,000 tons of grain and oil-seeds. 
iciating at the ceremony will be the governor, notary Rodolfo Rhiner, and it 
will be attended by the undersecretary of agriculture of the nation, engineer 
ici arcia Cuerva, and the heads of INTA [National Institute of Agricultural 
ivestock Technology) and the National Brain Board. 








COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


RADICAL LEADER ALFONSIN OUTLINES POLITICAL STRATEGY 


1 


PM251419 Rome AVANTI: in Italian 16 Feb 83 p 28 


~~ 


[Interview with Raul Alfonsin, Argentine Radical Civic Union's presidential 
candidate, by Carlo Correr in Rome; date not specified] 


[Excerpt] [Questio Since the Malvinas war it is possible to imagine a 
swing in Argentine Foreten pense Along which major guidelines could a 
future democratic government's foreign policy move? 


ct 


‘Answer; First, we would continue to act within the framework of the non- 


\ 4 
2ligned countries--perhaps a more incisive role, however, adopting a stance 
that identifies Argentina with real nonalignment. 


But basically what we would try to develop is a policy of Latin Amer 
integration. We regard this point as a ba n r 

urn down the path of economic independence 
onl: solve the problem of its fore 
discriminations against us on the part of the other count 
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field, because if we want to maintain good relations with all the countries 
of the world, they must be based on real maturity. In other words it must 
be realized that relations are established sometimes between countries 

with the same interests but also between countries that not only cannot 

be homogeneous but which are actually antagonistic. 


we therefore believe that in the political field, while continuing to work 
within the OAS, as the indispensable forum for our relations with the United 
States, it is also very important to create a consultative organization 
limited to the Latin American countries. Similarly in the economic field 

I would say that it is necessary to extend and expand the action already 
being carried out by the Latin American economic system. 


[Question] With regard to the Socialist International, with which the 
Radical Civic Union [UCR] has many contacts and shared interests, what do 
you believe that organization could do for Argentina? 


(Answer} As far as Argentina is concerned, one would have to analyze our 


problems in depth so that all the solidarity expressed in the human rights 
field can also be expressed for a policy of universal justice, partly 


and particularly in the economic field. 


[Question] For a long time the UCR has been spoke of as the party capable 
of winning the elections. In your opinion what has changed in the UCR and 


in your candidacy to make such a success feasible? 
Answer, [f we are optimistic enough to forecast our victory, it is because 
we are proposing a long-term political blueprint, a plan that constitutes 


the antithesis to the existing regime. We know that in order to offer an 
ternative to this regime it [the UCR] must embrace both the past and the 
ture. We are trying to create solid and modern foundations for sur- 

n the errors made in the past by the people's movement in Argentina. 
what we are trying to create is a democratic, rational and reformist 

e's movement for real change, capable of waging and winning the 
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wer} we believe that the entire Argentine people must adopt a national] 
t ide 1is means the need to define objectives of national interest 
ind, on the basis of common denominators, to remove them from the political 
truygle, because these objectives must be a shared heritage to be defended 
everyone tovether so as to bring about a real policy of national unity, 
1 | -ical front. After the elections, we must try to form a national 
itv gvovernment with whomsoever has chosen and struggled for these objec- 
Cives 
uest ior You have always been regarded as being on the left of the UCR. 
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} I do not believe that in the Argentine radical movement one can 
; 


ie labels "left," "right" and "center" in a manner that will soon 

isappear from political sociology. We, as a party, de 

terms of an ethical feeling. The emphasis that I place on social democracy, 
p 


social rights is what is described--superficially, perhaps--as a leftwinyg 


ine ourselves in 


Stance . 
I believe that past experience in Argentine will ensure that we will all 
feel very forcefully the need to find answers to the most pressing problems. 











COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


TEXT OF ADAMS ADDRESS TO BLP ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Jan 83 pp 8-9 


(Text] 


“ONE year ago I stood before you looking back to the 
then immediate past and reporting on the results of the 
1981 general election. So much has happened since 
then that it is difficult for us to realise that we are only 
one and a half years into our second term and that 
there will probably be three more annual conferences 
before the general election mosquitoes bite us and start 
the fever out of which will-come our next election vic- 
tory. 


"Th most significant of the issues which we have had to face as a party 
and a Government has undoubtedly been the management of the economy of our 
try in the depths of the greatest international economic crisis for 50 

A year ago I said at conference that Barbados had been so managed 

by this Government that we could ride out one year of international recession 
and were then in the process of so doing. I warmed, however, and I will 
quote "We cannot expect to come unscathed through two years of international 
depression and were then in the process of so doing. I warned, however, and 
cannot expect to come unscathed through two years of 


coun 
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I will quote "We 
international depression,” 


€ the first part of my remarks today, and I will 
sk the party and the public to judge how, in the words of 


The Nation newspaper we have batted on a sticky wicket. You may recall that 
The Nation once said that any batsman could make runs when the bowling was 


easy and the pitch good, but that the country would judge the Prime Minister 

how he perforned when the pitch was rough, the light bad and the bowling 
hostile, Well, the pitch was definitely rough and the bowling has certainly 
it how, in fact, has the country done? 
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"Barbados has come a long way in seven years. In 1975 our per capita 


income was US $1 412. In 1982 it is estimated at around US ‘54 000. 
Unemployment at the end of 1975 was 22 percent. Figures soon to be published 











will show it was 13 percent at the end of 1982. Inflation in 1975 was 
12.3 percent. In 1982 the figure was 6.9 percent. The country's foreign 
reserves when we took power were $50m. and falling. 


They are now over $200m. 


Every child in our country now has secondary education and every child in 

a primary school a free school meal, They are our achievement, not the Dems, 
who only got a part of the way. We have brought water and electricity to 
every district of the island and are now updating our road system from that 
laid down 300 years ago. Industrial parks all over the island have made 
Barbados the greatest manufacturing exporter in CARICOM and a force to be 
reckoned with in our area of specialty in the international market, 





Phase two of 
the first full Netiona) Health 
Service in the developing worid 
will be coming on stream in a 
few months. So we have some 
acmievements to look back on. 
We may have been more buoyant 
in 1980: but we are holding our 
own 48 well as virtually any 
other developing country in 1983 
and better than many developed 
ones. 

‘We therefore can reasonably 
argue (Rat aggressive though the 
bowling has beep an today’s 
sucky wicket, we have kept the 
ball out of the wicket and made a 
few runs as wail 

‘But we have gone to the Inter-' 
national Monetary Fund. We did 
aot de so without sotice. As | 
sard a few moments ago. | warn- 
ed at this time last year that we 
could sot cume unscathed. 
through two years of interne 
bona! ion — and we have 
now had "hat and more Henry 
Chmstopher m the Advecate 
recently set out all the comments. 
from March last year onwards. 
made by the Government in 
dica ting that we were thinking of 


ipproacning ‘he Fund that we 


la approached it and were 
Tegotia!t ng {hat we had 
legotiatec soft 'ermsand that we 


were receiving both compen- 
datorv financing and balance of 
aAyMeNisS standby assistance | 
have already explained in other 
places the immediate considers- 
tlons that led us tothe Fund — 
faihure of suger aad tourism earn- 
may and the iow rate of im- 
terest on [MF borrowings | cas 
assure the Party and the public 
that.for all the advante of a 
low interest rete and the s 
pathy which the Fund has 
always shown our island. we in 
Gevernment were alse et first 
aawilling to take the plunge. 

_ im this context | would quote 
rom a recent study of IMF cona> 
\OMauty presented at the Second 
Worid Scientific Banking 
Meeting. [The Study opens with 


the words: ‘I! Ras osecome in 
creasingly apperent in recent 
years t IMF members. toth 
developed and developing. are 
retuctant to approach the Fund 
for balance of payments support. 
except as a last resort. The 
reason for this is that in many 
Cases governments consider that 
Fund requirements for fur- 
nishing such support have 
become too demanding in rela- 
tion to the amount of resources 
made available. 

The managing director of the 
Fund has suggested that the 
severity of Fund conditions has 
often reflected the failure of 
countries to approach the Fund 
at a sufficiently early stage in the 
evolution of a problem. This in 
turn. however. is due to a vicious 
circle in which countnmes delay 
their applications to ‘ne Fund until 
the last possible moment. 
because of the exacting cond)- 
tions that they expect to be im- 
posed; while the Fund acquires a 
reputation for severity precisely 
because countries turn to it only 
when everything else has failed. 

This has been a lang quota- 
thon. but it summarises the whole 
public perception of the Fund. 
which made the decision a hard 
one to take. The Barbados 
Labour Party Government. 
howeve-, has never been afraid 
to take hard decisions. 

“Our first contact with the 
IMF. which the previous 
Gurernment had joined in 1970. 
came just e few months after we 
took office . 

“| daresay that most people 
have now forgotten that there 
was aiso a foreign exchange 
crisis in 1976. caused by the im 
competent policies of the DLP in 
its last months in power. The 


forerxgn reserves fell to $26 
million by the end of that year 
enough to pay for only two 
weeks imports. | tac then ‘to 


take the decision 'o appiv 'o the 
IMF for compensatory {imancing. 





which we received in 1977. 
Those funds enabied the Govern- 
ment to start the recovery pro- 
cess with results which we ail 
know. No secret was made of the 
application but we can surmise 
that the Opposition made nothing 
of it because thev feared ex- 
posure of their own policies 


“In 1982 the net foreign 
reserves at the time we decided 
to approach the Fund were $150 
million, two months rather than 
two weeks’ imports. But we in 
the Cabinet were determined not 
to let the fear of criticism pre- 
vent us from doing what we 
thought was prudent and right. It 
seemed to us that. although our 
situation was dv no means 
desperate. the :nternational 
outlook was sO unpromising and 
the prospects for sugar and 
tourism so bieak in 1982-1963 
we should move to make our 
balance of payments as secure 
as we could. 

‘The best source of funds was 
the IMF The advice and 
assistance of the Fund's experts 
wouid also be of heip. Most 0f ail 
we had confidence that Barba- 
dians. as in the past. couid be 
relied on not to be panicked but 
to act patriotically and be ‘eve! 
headed in the face of interna- 
tonal economic disorder. 

“We think that the sense of 
responsibility shown ».v trade 
unions and emplovers alike has 
justified our confidence: we 
think that Barbadians anda 
foreigners continued trust in our 
currency and our institutions has 
also justified it: and we think that 
the modest economic .m- 
provemenis, af which | wu sav 
more later. since we have mace 
our arrangements with t... Fund 
and se! our recovery policies in 
motion, justify public confidence 
in us 

‘The difficuitv of making an 
early decision to go for 
assistance to the Internationa. 
Monetary Fund iijustrates ane of 














the most tundamenta! prinmpies 
of good government. 

“The broad and easy Course in 
politics is often the wrong 
course ~The narrow path is the 
righteous peth in the conduct of 
Geverament as weil as in the 
conduct of spiritual affairs. On 
the one hand there are those 
whe catch at every 
of public sent.ment. ever 

to seek cheap popalarity: 
and on the other there are those 
who have to act responsibiy and 
prudently. 

‘Ll tell you Comrades. it will be 
a 3ad day for Barbados if we fall 
into the hands of a man or men 
who are afraid to take the right 
decisions because they fear un- 
populanmty. even temporarily 
Aiready. the quest for cheap 
popuiamty and the wish to 
damage the Government has led 
elements in the Opposition and 
among those opposed to us in the 
Press io make statements which, 
if beleved. can only damage Bar- 
ba dos. 

“No one objects to healthy 
debate: indeed. we used to cry 
mut for it when we lav under the 
neavy hands of the Advocate and 
CBC tefore 1976 This week | 
happened to glance at the 
newspapers of 10 years ago. 
january February 1973 It was 
aimost impossible to find any 
reference to the Opposition as 
we (hen were. 

“Our annual conference had 
seven inches in the Advocate, 
while there were seldom less 
than three DLP ministers on tne 
front page. week w and week 
wut. An opposition mouon on im 
migration which | introduced, in 
the House was reported in the 
Advocate by starting with what 
Edwy Talma said. At least the 
advocate 2a3 4 certawm partisan 
consistency. for .t now usually 
reports motions that | introduce 
as Minister of Finance Dv start- 
ing with what the Oppositon 
says about them 

But we could put up with this 
DLP-first policy uf the Press was 
really oresenfing issues im a 
e anced way | have to 3aw that 

Miale whieh exits im 

-ountmies with a more profes 
xOna! press Comment am politica! 
affairs sometimes seems to be 
‘lacking in Barbados | 

In al ountmes wn the word 
where democracy exists 
members of the Opposuhen make 
inwartanted and distorted com 
nents o» Government policies 

Ome of the most funcamental 
duties f a Press in such 

Jemocracies is (0 amelyse ine 

statements of the Opposition and 

other critic’ 30 as not 'o present 
or permit the constant presenta- 
fa consigatenti|v undDalanced 


orn 
‘ 


r 


on 


“Sad to-say, the manner in 
which the Press in Barbados 
handled the [MF issue clearly in- 
dicates glaring deficiencies in it 
competence to fulfil this most 
normal of journalistic re- 
quirements. Every le was fully 
publicised as long as it came 
from someone opposed to the 
Government. 

“The low point was perhaps 
THE NATION headline and ijead 
story on what three economists 
were said to have said about the 
issue. This was so distorted that 
two of the economists concerned 
repudiated it in letters — which 
were by no means given the same 
prominence as the original faise 
account. But although this was a 
comtempnbie piece of ‘our- 
nalisuc behaviour. THE NATION 
was not the only offender. and 
the newspapers aot the only oi- 
fending portion of the media. The 
Voice of Barbados radio also ful- 
ly piaved its part. 

“It is possibly the incapacity 
for serious analysis of economic 
issues on its own that has permit- 
ted the Press at times to be Guped 
by others slightly more compe 
tent than journalists. Out not 
always honest or responsihe 
Minor ot false matters often find 
themselves elevated to undeserv- 
ing prominence while more im- 
portant things are relegated to 
near obscurity. 

‘| do not believe that the Bar- 
inetia Press a8 an ins tution 1s 
inherently destructive or per- 
Manentiy negative. but ‘+t needs 
to safeguard its standards by en- 
suring that its members possess 
the necessary skills anc training 
to be abie to handle the tas« of 
economic analysis. !t needs 
editorship. responsibility and ac- 
curacy in headlining and news 
selection. It meeds proper 
parllamentary reporting and a 
proper assessment of industriai 
issues. 

‘“T do not accept the concept. 
now being promoted heavily in 
some Third World arcies. of a 
New international Informaticn 
Order. which | think is oniv an at- 
tampt to siifie criticisms of 
government. But we co think ti 
the standards of jourmalis.o 10 
Bardedos need to be raised. 

‘lam satisfied. and | speak as 
a former Mumster of informa- 
hon. that the Standards of the 
Carioocean Sroacdcasting Cor- 
poration have deen taised. Thev 
have been raised since my time. 
and | am giad that the Pmme 
Munster reshuffled me and gave 
the portfolio to a Mimster who 
had more time for :t' The stan- 
dards at BC have deen raised 
2v an (Ooghtened Tecruiumen 
polbcy OY (rauming ana OY ?fM 


Our wemen ‘ 


“ibe Government theretore in- 
tends to enter into consultation 
with the media about umproving 
its standards and to this end will 


welcome proposals on rita 
ment sponsored cr fundad 

ing schemes for euraalits 
nominated by the media. 

“The [MF has. of course, not 
been the only issue to hold the 
headlines. We have also had 
abortion. where the Press has 
once again been sadly lacking in 
its approach to reporting the 
facts. 

“Two priests, both well-known 
and long-standing critics of the 
Government. have been allowed 
to dictate the view that “The 
Church" is adamant against one 
Abortion Bil]. Mr. Erro! Barro 
and Dr. Cheltenham. ches 
speeches in Parliament can only 
be constructed as meaning that 
the Bill did not mve enough help 
to ginis in need. are represented 
as opponents of the Bill's prin 
ciples. 

“The newspapers can hardly 
as a policy mean to distort the 
issue. since not oniv the 
editorials in both daily 
newspapers but ‘ Lickmout Lou” 
in THE NATION supported the 
Abortion Bull. It is purely a situa- 
tion where the views. however 
Marginal. of those that make the 
most noise, obtain the most atten- 
hon in newspapers 

"We reac that Barbados is go 
ing downhill mora.lv. that pro 
stitution 1s on the mse and the 
age iumut for young mris selling 
their Dodies is going down. Bar- 
Dados is becoming 3 gambling na- 
tion. we read which needs’ 4 
moral purging. 

“Well. people wno never said 
a-word about gambiing machines 
when there were huncrens of 
them operating legally. now cry 
Out against the Government 
when they are strictly regulated 
aod producing aimost $2 millon 
in revenue a vear to help the 
development of our country 

All of us know that increased 
prosperity anc sophistication has 
Orought probiems to Barbdacos 
but | think that before we zo 
overDoarc and speaxc of our 
tsiand as a iatter dav Sodom or 
Gomorrah we should remember 
that on any recxoning we are stu] 
a verv Christian community 
where mora: and religious va.ues 
form an integral part ot the daily 
lives of the great majomtv of our 
citizens. 

‘We constantly appiv morai 
principies to the conduct of our 
private lives. anc we nave no ail: 
ficuity aGapting the precepts of 
cShmstiamty to life as it exists o 


a 7) ‘ > : 
say vve respect the Courch. and 
’ } ‘ » ! Da ee 
wein the Barbados Labour Party 
, 7 - + : a ~ - ~ - 
(axe 3econd piace *o none .n our 
regard ‘cr orgamsec religion 4s 
a iorce r g000. perhaps ‘he 
Net ’ Fraerag fre ~_ oo. 
most Dasic force for geod in our 
ountry. if we are resistant ’o ‘he 
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anrepresentative ciergymen, it is 
pecause we believe in the 
avoidance of excess and in the 
pursuit of reason in public af- 
fairs 

' cannot think that those who 
fulmunate would really want Bar- 
Dados. use iran, under the 
Ayotallahs to ban ail gambling, 
even dingo and sweepstakes or to 
Make adultery and homosexuali- 
ty capital offences and execute 
people for committing them. all in 
the name of religion and moral 


tv 

“We think that good example 
anc the practice of sincerity are 
more important than confronta- 
ton And in this context | would 
want to thank Burns Sonadie for 
tus speech last Sunday and his 
most important words in which 
he warned against poiitical 
poiamsauon. No country can 
move forward if its people are 
cavnded. The appeai to political 
hatred merely drags us ail down. 

‘And what is true for tne 
country is true for the party. Last 
year | urged upon you the vital 
need for continued interna! unity 
if this orgamsation is to maintain 
the conesiveness that has helped 
to make it such a formidable 
fighting umit. Once again | must 
return to this theme and point out 
that we should not ow the 
spimt of healthy disagreement 
anc exchange of :deas which has 
been a traditionally outstanding 
charactemstc of our party, 
threaten the foundation of our 
poucies and p ammes 

Fortunately there is no sign of 
thus at the preseat ume. The 
Government has been excep 
nenally cohesive in its approach 
to our Malor economic orohlema 
anc we have had the full support 
of the Nationa! Executive Com- 
mittee for our efforts. 

The last few months have not 
heen without some hope that 
‘hese steps which Government 
has taken since September, 1981 
are Deginring to bear fruit. The 
most wud of our achievements 
as uncoudteduy deen the reduc 
non in the rate of inflation. At on- 
‘vy 69 percant it is the lowest 
since 1976 and before that since 


he pmce of food rose only 
wo and one Ral! D Der: ent Cumng 
‘he year probaDdiy "he lowes? ip- 
rease for over 20 vears and 
sureiy very good oews for pen- 
s10ners and others on 3mail fixed 
ncomes. The moderation in infla- 


nN has Deen 4 feature of the se 
nd nha [ the vear a time cur- 
Dg wucnh upempiovment nas 


ais0 faiien After a sharp rise in 


the eariy part ot tne year. 
unemployment has fallen steadi- 
ly so that the end of year rate 
was down to 13.3 percent. — still 
too high, but better than we had 
expected. 99 500 peopie were 
working in Barbados at the end 
of 1982. At the end of 1975 the 
figure was 80 500 

“The Government's revenues 
have also .mproved, although 
very heavy anticipated expen- 
ditures in the nex. three months 
wil make inroads on our over- 
draft. We have made economies 
in our capital programme — too 
many, in my view. for our oniy 
means of permanently relieving 
unemployment is a sustainec pro 
gramme of public and private in- 
vestment. 


‘We are therefore looking for- 
ward to resuming substantial 
Capital works as soon as funds 
can be generated without ex- 


‘ceediug- aw prvdent size for our 


overall fiscal deficit. Particular 
projects now underway include 
the Cement Plant. the Tourist 
Development at Heywoods, 
Oistins and the two major 
Highways Schemes. al! of which 
be completed this year. 
Work will restart on the Post Of- 
fice next month, and on the Cen- 
tral Bank Headquarters in Apri. 
Studies for the completion of the 
Ring Road around Bmdgetown 
suggest that we may be abie to 
compete what will be a great 
achievement by 1986. 

‘‘We shall shortly start the 
sites and services programmes of 
the Ministry of Housing to give 
people iland of their own on 
which to move their houses so as 
to qualify for the first $20 mullion 
of USAID funds made available 
following. President Reagan's 
visit to Barbados. Funds are be- 
ing provided in next years 
Estimates to prepare 200-300 
spots. mainly in St. Michael. 

‘New terraced housing for 
rent is being planned for Checker 
Hall, St. Lucy and Gal! Hill. 
Christ Cifurch, and the estates at 
—— St. Peter and Lam- 
mings. Joseph. on which work 
was bate wil) be compietec. 

“To meet the new cha.lenges 
which these programmes anc tne 
umpiementation of the Natonal 

Health Servces will present. | 
have decided om some changes .n 
the allocaton of portfohos witfun 
the Cabinet. Mr. L.B. Brathwaite 
will take over the Mimstrv of 
Housing anc Lands ana Mr 
DeLisie Bradshaw will go to the 


Ministry of Labour 
} 


‘Mr Vic Johanson will become 
Minister of Transport anc Works 
and Dr Don Blacaman wiil head 
a Ministry of Health anc ‘om- 
munity Services that will inciude 


responsiduity tor the tormer 
Welfare Department. 


‘Senator Clyde Griffith will be 
brought into the Cabinet as a 
Munster of State in the Munistry 
of Finance anc Planmny. with 
responsibility for Planning, it 
cluding Energy. He will become a 
member of the Planning and 
Priorities Committee. 

‘The Government and the par- 
ty face challenges as we move in-' 
to the mid 80’s. Not only does the 
Pri me vi:musterhave tothink about 
the structure o! 4s Cabinet but 
the cha.;man of the party has to 
think about the party's hierachy. 
rts structure 3nd organisation 
and its future candidates \Ve 
have said farewe:l. or at .easi 
part farewell. to > mumber ol last 
year's officers who did not seek 
re-election. 

“There are proposals before 
Conference for fundamental 
changes .o the partys constitu- 
tion whica will have the effect of 
providing closer integration De- 
tween the membership of the 
Parliamentary party and the Na- 
tional Executive Committee. 1983 
therefore promises to be a time 
of change for the party. 


“I congratulate the newiy- 
elected officers and in particular 
weicome the participation of two 
Senators in the prinaple ex- 
ecutive positions of general 
secretary and treasurer. 

“Except for the Ministers and 
Parliamentary Secretaries |! 
sometimes think that too little is 
heard and read of our Senators. 
and | look forward to a more 
positive profile from our rank 
and file nominees in the Upper 
House. | also iook forward to 
weicoming back to good heaith 
our dear fmend and Comrade His 
Honour the Speaker. our own 
ind inimitable Burton Hinds 

“This our 44th annual party 
conference will. | think. he one 
that will be rememberec Let it 
oe remembered, not only for the 
events and speeches of these two 
Sundays, but for the spimt it gave 
to our partv anc Government 'o 
overcome the greatest economic 
Cpallenges that Barbacians have 
ever faced on their own 

“Let it be remembered ‘or ts 
re-affirmation of our party < sup 
port for moral values anc “hrs 
tian «principle Let 7 9e 
remembered as the conference 
which made it clear that. even as 
it struggles against the acverse 
economic currents. the Barnacos 
Labour Party remains as commit 
ted as ever to sociai advance for 
the masses of this country ane 
to keeping Barbdacos first. 











ADAMS ON SLOWDOWN IN CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
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Excerpts | ihe siowdown of tne construction industry in Barbados has been a 
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major concern oO the government, and Prime Minister Tom Adams has promised 
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COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


POLICE COMMISSIONER VOWS CRACKDOWN ON CANE FIRE CULPRITS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 31 Jan 83 p 2? 


_ 


[Excerpt] 
“THE burning of green canes is «& 
vicious crime against the people of Bar- 
bados, and we are prepared to employ 
any means necessary, within the law, to 
trap anyone who engages in this grave 
act of depravity.”’ 

This warning has been issued by Police Com- 
missioner. Orville Durant. while delivering an ad: 
dress at the annua! installation ceremony of the 
Barbados Toastmasters club. 

Durant said on Saturday night: ““We/(the police) 
are doing everything possible to attract the con- 
fidence and trust of the people of Barbados. and we 
have committed ourselves to a policy which is not 
only concerned with controlling the bad features of 
our society. but also with activating the good to be 
found in many peopie, including some who have 
already been drawn into a life of crime.” 

He said: “With the advent of the toumst in 
dustry we have launched specia! patrols — again 
both in uniform and :n piain clothes — in many 
areas in which visitors may be attacked. 

‘Our cane-fire patrois have also taken up posi- 
tions with the support and active participation of 
other agencies and organisations in the society. and 
we feel confident that our combined efforts will be 
successfui. 

Noting that the Barbadian commumty had a 
vital role to play in these operations, Durant ex- 
pressed some dissatisfaction with the attitude of 
the bus.ness sector in relation to crime. 

He stated: ‘It is an amazing and a Cisgusting 
feature of the crime situation in Barbados that 
gome dusinesses are either totally indifferent, or in- 
expticably callous about the security of their 
premuses, maney and other property. 

“The reason for this attitude is 

not clear to us at this stage. Dut it 
is under close scrutiny by the ad- 
ministration of the force.” 

He said ‘Many large 
business pleces refuse to seek 
the services of security officers. 
and place an unnecessary strain 
and burden on the limited 
resources of manpower. com- 
munications and mobility of the 
police force. 














COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS--Government is to establish a permanent Agricultural 
Training Centre, According to Minister of Agriculture, Dr Richard Chelten- 
ham, farm workers and extension officers from the ministry. Cheltenham was 
declaring open the in-service workshop on project formlation and monitoring 
at the Government Laboratory yesterday morning when he made the announcement. 
Noting that in recessionary times governments all over the world, and espe- 
cially those in Third World countries were faced with serious financial 
difficulties, he said that the need for improving efficiency emerged as an 
area of concern. "In reality, it is a situation in which we must all rise 
to the common cause and strive to achieve more with less,'' he said, The 
minister stated that for Government, it was a commonplace fact that by 
providing the individual with the opportunity to improve his skills, it also 
provided an opportunity for that individual to function more effectively 

and efficiently. It was for this reason that Government, he said, was 
committed to a policy of upgrading and improving the skills of the work 
force. Cheltenham pointed out that the launching of the skills training 
programme provided ample proof of Government's commitment to the industry. 
He told the workshop participants they should endeavour to cultivate the 
habit of planning their activities and projects carefully. He said short- 
term and long-term objectives should be set so that the resources necessary 
for achieving these could be properly detailed and comprehended, He felt 
that such an approach would provide a sound basis for sensible and efficient 
allocation of scarce financial resources. [Text] (Bridgetown THE NATION in 
English 1 Feb 83 p 1] 


ENVOY CREDENTIALS--France is keen to cooperate with Barbados in all 
tields where the friendship between the two countries can further develop. 


(his was the message from ambassador designate of France to Barbados, 
Madame Francoise Claude-Lafontaine, when she presented her credentials 
‘esterday to Barbados' governor-general Sir Deighton Ward. [Excerpt] [FL251717 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Feb 83 p 2 FL] 


LESOTHO COMMISSIONER--Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 Feb (CANA)--Lesotho's first 

nigh commissioner to Barbados, Mothusi Mashologu arrives here today for 

six-day otticial visit, during which he will present his credentials. 

ir Mashologu, who is based in Canada, will hold discussions with senior 
ficials in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Monday, and on Tuesday will 

a courtesy call on Senator Nigel Barrow, acting minister of foreign 

uftairs. [Excerpt] | FL251500 Bridgetown CANA in English 1359 GMT 25 Feb 83 FL] 











COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


OPPOSITION LEADER HAS TALKS WITH PRICE ON RANGE OF TOPICS 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 5 Feb 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] The Beacon has learnt that last week the Leader of the Opposition, 
the Hon Curl Thompson, held discussions in Belmopan with Prime Minister 
George Price. 


Although there has been no official release either from the office of the 
Opposition Leader or the Prime Minister on their meeting, it is expected 
that the main matters discussed were the accord reached between the 
Government and the Opposition in 1981 prior to independence, and the 
recent abortive talks on the dispute with Cuatem la, 


The accord between the Opposition and the Government was intended to foster 
reater national unity and covered such matters as electoral reform, a 

reform of Radio Belize, and a united approach in the search for a solution 

>t the Guatemalan claim, While the Opposition has pressed for the implementa- 
tion of the accord, the Government has consistently stalled. Indeed, on 
number of occasions the Hon Curl Thompson has stated quite emphatically 

that the Government must be made to understand that the Opposition expects 

and rightly demands that it lives up to its commitments under the terms of 

the pre-independence accord, 

Also, we have information that the Opposition Leader met with Mr Francis 

Trew, British High Commissioner to Belize, They reportedly discussed the 
recent tripartite New York Talks on the problem with Guatemala, Mr Trew 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


REPORT ON AIMS OF PUP ‘DEMOCRATIC DIRECTION' FACTION 
Right-Left Split 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 5 Feb 83 p 8 


[Text] In the last couple weeks, the entrenched leadership of the People's 
United Party (PUP) has become frantic. The reason for the heightened 
anxiety comes from the Fort George Division of the PUP where a nucleus of 
"militants'’ of the PUP have formed themselves into a "Movement for a 
Democratic Direction" under the tutelage of Area Representative, Minister 
of Education and Sports and Attorney General, Mr Said Musa. 


As things now stand, the dominant faction within the hierarchy of the PUP 
is the right-wing. However, if the plan as set out by Democratic Direction 
succeeds, then the rightists will find themselves out of the money. 


The reason there is much alarm among the rightists is that Minister Musa 

and his very close comrade, Minister of Health, Housing and Cooperatives, 

Assad Shoman, have apparently pledged themselves to put an end to the "self- 
perpetuating leadership which the PUP have had to date and to "democratise 
the Party,'' which they say has never been a democratic party, the membership 
having played no role in the decision-making process, 

Also, the Democratic Direction, through its leaflets, have pledged to 
clean up the Party, to steer it away from all abuses and corruption..." 

It Says the deep divisions "at the leadership level" between the right and 

left of the Party "is becoming increasingly and publicly evident every day... 

ind is having its effects on the rank and file membership. In one sense, 

livision and the fact that it has been allowed to grow like a cancer 

in the Party is the result of failure to clearly define and adhere to the 

long-term and short-term strategies, goal, policies and programmes of the 
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Party. But the most fundamental problem is that democracy is not prac- 


‘ . ‘ r ! 
ticed in the Party 


Although they have pledged allegiance to Party Leader George Price, the 
"militants'’ of Democratic Direction, led by Musa and Shoman, have left no 


doubt that their intention is a complete take-over of the PUP, Having 
failed to accomplish a take-over at the leadership level. As the plot 
unfolds in the weeks ahead, Belizeans should witness intciguing and 


; ; ; 
interesting developments. 














Editorial on Communist Threat 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 5 Feb 83 p 2 
LtEditorial 


(Text] In recent months the organs of the so-called right-wing of the 
ruling People's United Party (PUP), "The Voice" in particular, have been 
waging a strident anti-communism campaign against prominent members of the 
very PUP. Of late, this campaign has become rather hysterical, even more 


so since the advent of the recently-formed "Democratic Direction of the 
PUP." 


This newspaper and the Opposition saw it--the red (communist) threat 

coming and sounded the warning from in the 1970's. However, the wer 

was ignored, Moreover, when Messrs Said Musa and Assad Shoman were fingered 
7 


ah a 2 x sata ~ ‘ a> -o ~ . . — “QA At? * 13 o , ~ ~ te } 
as two dangerous characters (so far as democracy in Belize was concerned), 
wRAfth } > } _ a | a > = , ¢ ~ 1 rsannne 7 . . 
both were hotly defended by some of the very people, supposedly of the so- 


called right-wing of the PUP who are closely associated with "The Voice 
5 J >] 
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they were communists who dismissed as a scare tactic by a desperate Opposi- 


Now of course, some PUPs ire saying the very things which this newspaper 
ind member fF th pposition have stated in the past. We have been 

ted. reole saying, "When you can't hear, you feel" has been 
yr OV riene 2 13 








COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


PRICE SIGNS LOAN ACCORDS WITH CLC FOR CITRUS, SUGAR 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 6 Feb 83 pp 1, 16 


The loan agreements were signed in Belmopan on Thursday, Feb 3. 


>5.7 million dollars will be used for the replanting of some 2,500 acres of 
itrus and for the rehabilitation of another 3 thousand acres of existing 
orchards, mainly in the Stann Creek District within the next three years, 


Some 300 growers with orchards of 30 acres or less will benefit from the 


The other loan of S7 million dollars will be used for the continuation of 
the Smut rehabilitation programme in the sugar industry and will be disbursed 
ome 4 thousand cane farmers for the rehabilitation of 15,000 acres of 
Smut infested sugar plantations, 


Both loans will be administered by the Development Finance Corporation 
he C G ers Association and the Belize Cane Farmers Asso- 
ciation with the assistance of the Ministry of Natural Resources, 


‘itrus industry officials have said that world conditions for citrus, 
particularly oranges, are encouraging and are expected to remain attractive 


ince 1979 the acreage of citrus under cultivation in Belize 
, 70 cres to over 12,000 acres today, making the citrus 
astest growing in the country. 


rar prices which have dropped considerably in the past two years are also 


- 


agreements were signed on behalf of the CDC by Mr Gavin Grant, and on 
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half of th evelopment Finance Corporation by Mr Louis Humphreys and 
Vs T 1s _ , a 7 M4 
"ir iteirorc .ernon, General “anager, 

1 ° oe ‘en ool . eee ae oe £ 8 ame. “i ood nas D > 7 , - 
The signing was witnessed by Mr Egbert Grinage, Permanent Secretary in the 
f > wre £ wal mri ] . , tke, a . atsepne c a . , _ . 
inistry of Trade and Industry and by representatives of the Citrus Growers 
inc n irmer ssociation. 
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Belize City THE REPORTER in English 6 Feb 83 p 1 


iText ] Belmopan, Fri. Feb. 4--New Taxes introduced during budget time 
this morning seek to raise S5 million in new revenue this vear (1983 and 
1984) partly to cover a budget deficit of $1.4 million in fiscal 1982-83 
and partly to make up for increased spending this year (1983) on the BDF 
and on repairs and maintenance of existing government plants and facilities. 


4 


t L L > 
Prime Minister reports, by lopping off nearly $4 million worth of capi 
programmes normally sponsored from local revenue, These programme 


taal a | - — s.. A a | ; > L<> L 
dget r the fiscal year just ended has been narrowly balanced, thi 
t 
= 
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rolled over to become part of the 1983 operations. 


Despite a disappointing revenue performance last year which yielded only 
586 million of the $96.5 million the government had called for, Belmopan 


/ 


has this year set revenue goals of $101.4 million in anticipation of a l 
. 7 ' . 4 7 4 

percent revenue improvement. Government s capital 11 budget proposals a 

even more unrealistic--being $25 million or almost double what it managed 


rH OO 
Ov 


to achieve last year. 


In order to earn the $5 million extra which it will be needing this year, 
government proposes to raise the Customs duties on a wide range of imported 
oods including cars and pick-ups (5 per-cent more on cars but with a 


j . 4 ° IP ary og 9 7 i >y* = ) » ~ , ; 7 » a ~ Yr) 1 she 7 T > 
educed replacement tax and a 15 per-cent replacement tax on pick-up 


Xa 


Ss 
wagons). Government proposes to double the duty on gasoline and aviation 
fuel and slap on stiff increases on such things as imported eggs, liquors 

, automobile tyres, bed linen, guns, rifles (up now to /0 per- 
nt a valorem), 
nally there is to be a new excise duty on locally produc: rum, 

| . of ee ee 

| postage stamps, increased charges for aircratrt indcin 
fees, and aircraft licenses, There is also to be a new toll fee for use of 
the Northern Highway once the new re-alignment has been completed. 

903 3298/374 














COUNTRY SECTION BE 


BRIEFS 


“A 
del Carmen have been arrested and charged with having a large number of 
rifles and a vast amount of ammunition in their possession, The arms bust 
was conducted with the help of the Belize Defence Force, whose stake-out 
and searches uncovered hundreds of rifles, unofficial reports say, and some 
30,000 rounds of ammunition, The two men held and charged are M. Hegar and 
S. Mena. Details are hard to come by because the Police are taking extra- 
ordinary steps to keep the story under wraps. The presence of so much arms 
and ammunition in the border town raises the spectre of an arms ring using 
Belize as a base to keep Central American rebels supplied with weapons, 
[text] (Belize City THE REPORTER in English 6 Feb 83 p 1] 


ARMS , AMMUNITION CACHE--Two businessmen from the border town of Benque Viejo 


r 


HONDURAN KILLED DURING ARREST--Police report that on Thursday, 3 March, while 
arrying out patrols in an area near (Banguana) key to stop illegal fishing 
rorelgners, some Hondurans were arrested and taken to Punta Gorda town and 

aiding tne arrest one Honduran was accidentally shot and killed. before 
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ening submitted a report on his ministry's administration 


MBER OF DEPUTIES CENSURES MINISTER MAMANI 


261959 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1100 GMT 26 Feb 83 


t Agriculture, Livestock and Campesino Affairs Minister Zenon 
tos Mamani stated that he will not resign because of pressure being 


rier - 
srted on him by the rightist bloc of Congress and pointed out that he is 
that ministry not because of his interest in the salary but because he 


rsued a revolutionary ideal. 


tos Mamani, who was criticized by the Chamber of Deputies, yesterday 


shia y 
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— = — oe | + 
o the president 


C 
the republic, Hernan Siles Zuazo, to prove that he will remainin his post. 


ter the meeting with the president, Minister Barrientos Mamani stated that 
would only humbly resign at the request of the president, the government 


Democratic and Popular Unity, the National Revolutionary Movement 
‘ft (MNRI)--to which he belongs--the peasants and the entire Bolivian 


statements madeto journalists accredited to Government House, the minister 
’ ln . y : wed @ier Pica» c Wn fan! Anndtat 
ite uarsn wordcs against Congress and the Chamber or Deputies decision 


rnalists asked the minister his opinion on what 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BUSINESSMEN SEEK GOVERNMENT AID TO MEET PAYMENTS 
La Yaz HOY in Spanish 10 Feb 83 p 7 

([Text} Private businessmen have called the government's attention to that 
sector's debts contracted with foreign banks and amounting to $153 million, 
Minister of Finance Flavio Machicado Seravia has said. 


a ad 


[The petition from private businessmen was formulated at a meeting held by 
their representatives with the minister of finance and other officials. At 
the meeting, the country's business sector painted a gloomy picture about 


its economic future and warned of possible consequences of the situation. 


The businessmen are asking the government to make payments on debts contracted 
directly with suppliers and with foreign private banks. 


ct 


A favorable response would permit partial rehabilitation of lines of credi 
‘zed, which hinders normal development of activities. 


The private sector's debt to foreign banks amounts to $153,300,000. For mining 
tions, there is a debt of $35 million, plus $150 million for banking and 


thor CAN millin - : . , 
inother $60 million for industry. 
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ater speed in the opening of lines of credit and clarity in the exchange 
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trade unlon problems, private Dusinessmen expressed their concern over the 
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[he group also analyzed the possibility ot shutting down enterprises lacking 
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raw materials and that cannot solve the wage problems of their workers. 


At the conclusion of the explanation given yesterday, the minister of finance 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


GARCIA MEZA REGIME CRIMINALS ARRESTED 
PY252148 La Paz Radio Illimani Network in Spanish 1100 GMT 25 Feb 83 


[Text} Interior Minister Mario Roncal disclosed that 15 persons involved 

in the murder of Father Luis Espinal, socialist leader Marcelo Quiroga Santa 
Cruz and nine members of the Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) have 
been placed at the disposal of the civilian court for trial. 


since [words indistinct]. 


These crimes were committed during General Garcia Meza's military regime, 
and the arrest of those responsible for them was carried out during the past | 
few day 

r 


ys after an exhaustive investigation carried out by the Interior 
V 


Minister Roncal disclosed the results of the investigation during a press 
conference held at his office. On this occasion he handed the arrested 
to Justice Secretary (Rene Duchen) so that they may be brought 


persons over t 


During the press conference, which was attended by some 30 national and 
foreign journalists, the minister explained that the constitutional govern- 
ment had reached some conclusions as a consequence of the investigations 
‘arried out regarding bloody actions by the dictatorship. 


[Begin Roncal recording} The Interior Ministry is aware of the difficulty 
of conciliating the people's eagerness to see that those responsible for the 
crimes committed during the dictatorships are punished with the delicate 
responsibility inherent in this task, a task which requires behavior that 


is exemplary for a democratic regime. The Interior Ministry has been secretlv 
. . ++ 1 Vay + a7 oe -~anno } + ve Mi m0 a ~+ hk 1] ~ . yO raYrr,rf J 
but carefully investigating the most serious and reprehensible crimes carried 
r t : a _ , . 
tC ;eneral Meza's government. [End recording] 


1is the minister listed the cases which have had a major impact on the 


natCironai anc international opinion. 


Beyin Roncal recording] The citizenry has especially repudiated three ot 
| | . es os -_ ; ¢ 
those crimes and demanded that they be punisned: The submachine gun attack 


yn 18 June 1980 against the Bolivian Labar Confederation (COB) headquarters 
where the most important victim was political leader Marcelo Quiroga Santa 


- 


Cruz; the murder of eight leaders of the Movement of the Revolutionary Left 
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of the anti-democratic coup filled the minds of its future authors. | End 


ss conference the interior minister pointed out that the l 
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persons held responsible for these crimes will be tried by the civiiian 
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ame time pointed out that they will be puni: 1e 


Ww 
ry 
—Z 
om 
QA 
< 
ct 
cy 


During the press conference Minister Roncal stated that the government does 
not seek to take revenge of the reprisals against the prosecuted persons, 
it seeks to do away with hangmen in Bolivia. 

fr 2 ° rT S| : } : 7 SI . - on ° . ° a 
iBegin Roncal recording} Moreover, through the legal proceedings against 
those arrested and the continual strict implementation of the law against 


al 


those who committed crimes against innocent citizens, we will discourage 
the intellectual authors of political crimes who go unpunished or disappear. 
This is because even though they may not be present at the time the sentence 


is passed down, they will be uncovered by the very hangmen who directed them 


— 


be marked ror life by the Bolivian and international public and 
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will have to live in shame. [End recording] 
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of the persons to be prosecuted as well as their participation in the 
‘rimes which took place in Bolivia during the last de facto military regime. 
1 Roneal recording] (Victor Vardelechea Aramallo), alias (Chocato), 
involved in » Espi Ll, Harrington and Marcelo Quiroga cases; (Daniel 
, ; ‘ ; , a 
Toribio Balderrama), alias (Mr Atlas), also involved in tne Espinal, 
Harrington and Quiroga cases; (Hidalgo Pricilo Brown), alias (El Centauro), 
involved in the Espinal, Harrington and Marcelo Quiroga cases; (Jaime 
iruz), alias (El Abuelo), involved in the Espinal case; (Rene 
yisson Tavera), alias Beto, involved in the three cases; (Guillermo Luis 
ichone), alias (Bill), involved in the Harrington and Marcelo Quiroga 
ises; (Victor Maciel Panece), alias (Beto), involved in the Harrington and 
iroga cases; (Eduardo Rodriguez), alias (El Carnicero), involve 
in the three cases. This individual is interned in a clinic of this citv 
1 | Ne i listurbance . theret e, tne axe will decide 
i iC | ime, ne 1S one OF tne Mm rial thors of 
; rrington and Quiroga cases; (Adolfo Epifanio Ferreira) charged 
grou nd of misappropriati yf documents from the 
irzilio Ontiveros), alias Petiso), charged wit 
ps and involved in the I! ina | 1S} iro 
r nber illegal repression groups; (Rene Alfa Munoz), 
; ber of illegal repression groups; (Americ L , alias 
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MIR RELEASES DOCUMENT ON MURDERED MEMBERS 
Y281743 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 26 Feb 83 


|} The Movement of the Revolutionary Left, MIR, has released a document 
in relation to the arrest of those allegedly responsible for the murder 
Father Espinal, the political leader Quiroga Santa Cruz and the Harrington 
Street massacre pointing out the following aspects: 


The prosecution of some of the people involved in the most notorious 
which shook the country and international public opinion in the last 
is the result of the efforts made by the Bolivian peopie and particularly 
ives of the victims, political parties--our party among them--the 

s, the Catholic Church and other institutions, efforts aimed 
at clearing up these crimes and punishing those responsible for then. 


ri 
V 


, 


crimes 
3 ve 


have now shown some progress through the work carried out by 
» progress which will necessarily have to continue until the 
instigators and perpetrators of these crimes, who are still free, are 


ested, prosecuted and punished. 


However, considering the results achieved we regret how the Interior Ministry 
has excluded the MIR and the relatives of the 15 January martyrs from the 
investigation and the questioning of the arrested criminals. This contrasts 
with the attitude shown by the ministry in relation to other organizations 
persons linked to the victims of other criminal acts. By acting in this 
manner, the Interior Ministry has not listened to the instructions of th 
mpanero president of the republic who ordered, on our request, that the 
propriate officials contact our party on this matter before the re 
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The document goes on to say that the information given to us today, on our 


request, merits appropriate study after which our party will judge the 


i 
onsistency and value of the investigation and the results achieved by the 
nterior Ministr 
vevertheless, we cannot avoid expressing our concern for the clearly political 
ends being ight in the way this matter so dear to the feelings and conscience 
che people is being handled. Thereis an aspect of the press conference 
that has given rise to our indignation and over which we cannot remain silent. 
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public homage and particularly because the victims we 
yf the Democratic and Popular Unity, UDP, 
rior Ministry has not rectified the list by presenting the 
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of our murdered comrades. 
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In conclusion the document says that following the da erent steps which 
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the MIR is taking to Dring the law to bear against those responsibie fo 
the 15 January massacre, our party declares that it will become a plaintilt 
ne trial to be opened against those who have been arrested and sent to 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


COUNTRY HOPES TO BECOME IMPORTANT PRODUCER OF GOLD 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 3 Feb 83 p 8 


[Text] Bolivia could produce 22 tons of gold in 1983, 12 tons more than the 
current production figure, according to information obtained from official 
sources and confirmed by Minister of Mining and Metallurgy Carlos Barragan. 
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inis inrormation was ia 


iter complemented with details obtained through research 
ect at insti 


tutions having to do with the working of the precious 


The tigures given in reports from the Ministry of Mining and Metallurgy indi- 
cate that the country has a major option in order to face the serious economic 
situation it now finds itself in, especially due to the scarcity of foreign 
exchange. For example, it has been established that in 1982, 10 tons of gold 
were produced. At current world market prices, this would represent income 

»§ $140 million for the country. 


However, because of the lack of strict control over marketing (redemption), 
a large part of the production was smuggled out of the country. It has not 


been possible to put a figure on exactly how much gold went to neighboring 
‘ountries, but it is estimated that the total is over 5 tons. 


The minister of mining and metallurgy said that the government recognizes the 





importance of gold mining to the country and that consequently, the new mining- 
metallurgy policy soon to go into effect contains a substantial incentive for 


liversification, especially in gold mining. 
cones potentially rich in gold resources are found in the departments of 
Paz ‘ni and Pando and the rivers in the northeastern part of the national 
rerritory. The government is studying the establishment of a National Gold 
nterprise, under COMIBOL [Mining Corporation of Bolivia] in order to begin 
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minister of mining and metallurgy said that negotiations are underway 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


BRIEFS 


PARAMILITARY RAID--The Bolivian Radio and Television Broadcasters Association 
denounced the raiding of the house of its secretary general, Edgardo Vazquez. 


According to leaders (Roberto Bascana) and (Zulema Amani) this action occurred 
on 23 February and was attributed to paramilitary groups. At this time the 


Bolivian Radio and Television Broadcasters Association wants to express 
concern over the action against the association's leader since it is clear 
evidence that paramilitary groups have resumed their activities under the 
protection of the freedoms granted by the laws in force in the country. 
The association also called on radio and television employees and the 
Bolivian people in general to struggle against the activities of these groups, 
activities aimed at destabilizing the democratic process. Moreover, they 
urge government authorities to undertake a campaign to definitely eradicate 
these groups, which are parts of repressive systems of the past, for the 
sake of the well-being of democracy and the security of the Bolivian people. 
(PY281435 La Paz Cadena Panamericana in Spanish 1130 GMT 28 Feb 83] 
COB DENOUNCES RAID--A comminique issued by the executive board of the Bolivian 
Federation (COB) denounces the raid and search carried out in the 
residence of (Edgardo Vazquez Tapia), information secretary of the COB 

1 Executive Committee. The communique then goes on to point out 
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his incident can be couataeced one of the terrorist attacks which have 


that Ct i 
taken place lately in Oruro and La Paz because those paramilitary groups or 
individuals belonging to repressive organizations continue to carry out their 


‘ being ound aned, The COB demands an immediate explanation 
of the mentioned raid and tuat those who ordered it be identified. It also 
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States that the corresponding sanctions should be ordered and the persons 
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responslo.ie i1dentifileda. The COB also demands that (Edgardo Vaz gu ez) pe 
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ompensated ror the losses sustained. | Text |} {[PY252115 La Paz Radio 
Vo Lb in Cnanieh 1110 ram OF 227 
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\RAMILITARY ACCUSED OF MURDER--La Paz, 24 Feb (AFP)--A member of a Bolivian 

iramilitary group, who was also the bodyguard of the Nazi mass murderer 
recently expelled from Bclivia Klaus Barbie, has been identified as the 
Killer of Jesuit Priest Luis Espinal. Espinal was killed in June 1981. 

e information is published today as an exclusive report in the newspaper 
HOY. he report states that the member of the paramilitary group is Daniel 
Torrico, who also participated in wrestling matches under the alias of 
Mister Atlas. [Excerpt] [PY242123 Paris AFP in Spanish 0301 GMT 24 Feb 83] 
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ETANCUR DEFENDS DECISION TO JOIN NONALIGNED 


PA181910 Bogota Domestic Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 17 Feb 83 
Report by Jairo Sandoval] 
[Excerpts] President Betancur has stressed the advantages to be derived from 
. ’ . . . , . j } 1 
Colombia's decision to join the nonaligned movement. He declared that his 
p 7 March summit in New Delhi will be an 
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ation in the movement's 
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vy positive aspects of Co 
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he nonaligned movement. The purpose of that membership 
is to strengthen our country's independence in dealing with large bloc it is 
intended to exchange one kind of dependency for another. The goal is to 
politically formalize Colombia's often stressed stan un¢ 
i 


litical d on most issues 
ite by international organizations. We wish to progress from a passive to an 
ictive role in world affairs. The head of state sent a note to Hernando Santos 
», the director ot EL TIEMPO, which reads as follows: 
l refer to your editorial and to the contents thereof dealing with the govern- 
nent's international policy, in the desire to clarify some points. First of all, 


[ must explain to your editor that my planned 


Lal \ p< | 
ing t i j ‘ew Delhi on 5 March will not be the first visit abroad bv 
the id of state. I was honored to travel to Bolivia last October, to attend 
the inauguration of Bolivian president Hernan Siles Zuazo. 
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COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW rENALCO CHAIRMAN--In its first meeting this year, the Board of Directors 
> National Federation of Businessmen, FENALCO, elected Daniel D'Costa 
Escobar as chairman, Guillermo Prada Otalora as first deputy chairman and 
Oscar Velasquez Johnson as second deputy chairman. D'Costa Escobar is the 
current chairman of the FENALCO Chapter in Cundinamarca. [Text] [PA1500i3 


[| SIGLO in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 10] 
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ES--Within the framework of the existing economic 


TAX, CUSTOMS DIRECTORA’ 
emergency, in its 2 February session the Colombian Council of Ministers is- 
sued crees by which the national directorates of taxes and customs, 
formerly parts of the Finance Ministry, have become decentralized adminis- 

th budgetary autonomy. [Text] [Bogota EL SICLO in 
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FARC CONSCRIPTING PEASANT YOUTH--Bogota, 8 Feb (CIEP)--In the mi 
Magdalena area, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, FARC, have imple- 
litary service in the ranks of the revolution” and is 
- the lies to give at least one of their sons over 14 years 
)f age to the guerrillas. A senior officer in the military forces command 
made this charge. The officer added that, in view of the local people's re- 
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's that were delivered today, led by that of former preside 


he upcoming intense political activity will probably end with 
by the PL toward open opposition to Belisario Betancur.§ I: 


the PL began to take a path that differs from that o 
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Lopez Michelsen made cutting remarks about [former 


Pastrana Borrero, who said earlier that the PL is right ot 
ir politically. The PL, Lopez Michelsen said, is neither ri 
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LAW ON 1983 ECONOMIC, SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

LI] -<, A ‘a an t : Tr, tS oh Oh Oe Oe ont . - . 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 9 Jan 83 p 2 
Text | 


| FLAVIO Bravo Pardo, president of the Assembly of People’s 
rower of the Republic of Cuba, 

DO HEREBY MAKE KNOWN: That the Nationa! Assembly 
of People’s Power, in iu third session of the second legislature, has 
approved the following 

WHEREAS: !n accordance with Article 16 of the Constitution 

> Republic the state organizes. directs and supervises the 
economic activity of the nation in accordance with the Integra! 
Plan for Economic and Social Development, in whose elaboration 
and implementation the workers of al] branches of the economy 
and ail spheres of socia] life have an active and conscious partici- 
pation; 

WHEREAS: !n accordance wiih Article 54, clause (6b) of Law 
1323 (1976), the Central Planning Board is in charge of the 
elaboration of the first draft of the Integra] Plan for Economic and 

tia’ Development with the participation of ali other state agencies 
he provincia! organs of People’s Power and the workers in general; 

WHEREAS: !n accordance with Article 96, clause (6) of the 
Constitution of tne Republic, the Council of Ministers is vested 
with ie power to propose projects for ihe state’s general plans 
'Or socioeconomic development, and once these are approved PY 
‘ne National Assembly of People’s Power, to organize, direct an 
supervise inelr implementaticr 

WHERE*%: Article 73, clause (d) of the Constitution of the 
Republic empowers the National Assembly of People’s Power to 
discuss and approve the national plans for economic and social 


cevelopment 
WHEREAS: The Centra! Pianning Board hes elaborated and 


submitted to the considertation of the Council of Ministers, which 
has in turn submined it to the Nationa! Assembiy of People's 
Dower the craft Integral Plana for Economic and Social Develop 


WHEREAS he National Assembly of People’s Power has 
fiscussed ‘he afurementioned draft pian and has come to the 


onciusion that, aithoug he nation’s growth rate is seriously 
affected by the overseas financial situation measures have been 

sded in the Plan to lessen such effects, in order to keep up 
the standard of living of the population on the basis of increased 


exports, sudstitution of imports from freely convertible currency 
areas and more ratienal use of existing resources. 
NOW, THEREFORE ne National Aasembly of. People’s 
ywer, exercising ime powers vesied in it, approves the Integral 
Plan for Ecomomic and Socia! Development of the State for 1983, 
submitted by the Council of Ministers and adopts the following 


] 
i 














LAW ON THE INTEGRAL PLAN FOR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE STATE FOR 1965 


ARTICLE 1.— The Plan for the Economic and Social Develop- 


ment of the Siate for 1983 governs the activities corresponding to 
January | through December 3!, 1983 and is binding on ali central! 
stale organs and agencies, local organs of People’s Power and 
production and service enterprises and units. 


ARTICLE 2.— The entire economy will be governed by the 
following indices: 


Growth in Gross National Product 2.0 — 2.5% 
Growth in trade 2.0% 
Growth in wage fund 1.6 — 2.0% 
Growth in productivity 1.5 — 2.0% 


ARTICLE 3.— The following indices of the standard of Jiving 
are guaranteed, among others 


Housing uniis to be completed 30 O00 
Growth in enrollment in day-care centers 4.0% 
Growth in enrollment in intermediate education 

boarding schools 3.0% 
Growth in number of beds per medical center 4.0°6 
Growth in number of doctors 11.0% 


ARTICLE 4— The Counci] of Ministers is entrusted with the 
study of the recommendations and observations made by the deputies 
during the discussion of the Integral Plan for Economic and Social 
Development for 1983 by the Naticnal Assembly of People’s Power, 
as factors that may contribute to its being more effectively 
implemented 


ARTICLE 5.— Likewise, the government is entrusted with or- 
ganizing, directing and supervising the implementation of the 
Integra. Plan for Economic and Social Development for 1983 
through each of the agencies of the central state administration, 
in accordance with the provisions of Law 1323 on the organization 
of the Central State Administration, and with del veal to the 
National Assembly and the loca] organs of People’s Power on 
ail marters co ncerning them. 


ARTICLE 6— The Counci! of State is explicitly gar with 
the power to introduce modifications in the ae lan, at 
the proposa! : the Council of Ministers, according to t prog: 
ress made in its implementation and anv needs that mayerrise. 


FINAL PROVISION 


This law will be in force as of January 1, 1983, 


ISSUED at the Meeting Hall of the National Assembly of Peo- 
le’s Power. City of Havana. this 28h day of December, 1982, 
‘ear 24 of the Revolution 
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- BRIEFS 


FAO ASSISTANCE--Bridgetown, Barbados, 25 Feb (CANA)--The Government of Dominica 
is to receive some 210,000 dollars (one EC dollar ; 37 cents U.S.) in assistance 
ver the next six months from the United Nations Food and Agricultural 


rzanisation (FAO), it was officially announced here. FAO representative for 


> 
Barbados and the eastern Caribbean Giovanni Tedesco, said that the money would 
ilitation of Hilsborough agricultural station and the 
1t quarantine service. [Excerpt] [FL251600 Bridgetown CANA 
25 Feb 83 FL] 
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COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


EDITORIAL SEES NEED FOR BELT-TIGHTENING AMIDST ADVANCES 
St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 25 Dec 82 p 4 


[Text] 
THE past two weeks have seen the streets of St. 
George's and St. Andrew's, at their busiest 
Since the Carnival. The Christmas season is here. 

It is indeed unfortunate that the true spirit 
and meaning of Christmas finds itself virtually 
lost in the midst of all the hustle and bustle. 

The growing tentacles of imperialism has 
successfully transformed the entire Christmas 
season into one of pure economism. The season 
has become one of merriment and gay abandon. 

Every store becomes jan ‘packed, cash registers 
are over-worked, bars are experiencing heightened 
Sales, and the general traffic on the streets 
literally crawl. This is Christmas. 

Once upon a time, Christmas symbolized the 
dawn of a new era, and focussed attention on 
the ushering of peace, which allows for the 
experiencing of true joy and happiness. 

While Christmas fills the air for the coming 
period, it seems opportune to recall the con- 
tinued call of the PRG for Peace, the worlcdc 
over, and especially, for the Caribbean to be 
declared a Zone of Feace. 

The possibility of a nuclear holocaust is 
very real, and there seens little doubt that 
the arms race and the struggle for world 
military supremacy will continue. 

Grenadians must therefore consciously 
and continuously add their voices to those 
of progressive peoples around the vorld, i 
the common call for peace among all peoples. 

The time is also most opportune for us 
taxe careful stock of wnere we are at tne 
present time in our consclidation of the revolu- 








a4 


fe a - ~ 
tionary process. 











Our major crops continue to take a severe 
beating on the world market. Our Bananas 
continue to be threatened by the dreaded "moko" 
disease. There seems an obvious need for 
belt-tightening measures on the part of our 
working people, in order to weather through 
this economic storm. 

In the midst of our difficulties however, 


we have been able to draw closer to completing 
the new international airport, we have 


already successfully completed and opened, 
several farm and feeder roads, which would 
aid the farmer well in the comina period. 

There remains a constant thrust in the 
production of Grenada as a major tourist 
attraction across the globe. The Marketing 
and National Import‘ng Board (MNIB) has 
made giant strides in the past year, and 
there is an ongoing search for new markets 
and better prices for our major products. 

The process of consolidating the revo- 
lutionary process is no easy task, and the 
demands on all Grenadians will continue to be 
great. The time for constructing the way 
ahead is now. 

In the midst of the grandiose Christmas 
preparations, we: call upon our people to 
focus on the way forward, and to renew their 
commitment to consolidating the revolu- 
tionary process. 

» Our revolution, though small, has far 
reaching implications. Our revolution is not 
for ourselves, but for all third world 
countries, struggling in the throes of under- 
development , to rid themselves of the yoke 
of imperialism. 


89-90 








COUNTRY SECTION 


WORK ON 





GRENADA 


AIRPORT PROGRESSES, NOW 65 PERCENT COMPLETED 


St Georges FREE WEST INDIAN in English 5 Jan 83 pp 1, 10 


ABOUT 65 per cent of 
tne work on the inter- 
national airport pro- 
ject in Pint Salines 
nas so far been 
completed, and if all 
goes well, the project 


and opened 
first half 


Construction work 
has started and con- 
tanues to progress 
on the air traffic 
control system, a 
central generation 
station, a fire 
Station and a large 
fuel storage depot 
which will store fuel 
not only for aero- 
planes but the entire 
island 

The six main steel 
frames for the 
terminal building 
are in place and 
Similar steel work on 
a secondary foundation 
43 now being done 
inside the Duilding. 

fFroject manager Bob 
Wans said he hoped 


that the terminal 
building wilt be 
completed by August 
tnis year, by which 


time tiie installation 
or communication and 


other equipment will 
start, Light weight 
materials for covering 
the building has also 
arrived from revo- 
lutionary Cuba. 

Personnel from tiie 
two European companies 
which have received 
the contracts for 
installing lighting, 
communication and 
navigational equipment 
are expected to arrive 
here within the 
first three months 
of this year to begin 
work, Cde Wans 
revealed. 

Some 5000 ft of run- 
way have been paved 
up to four layers thick, 
1 “aid, putting out 
that only one more 
layer needs to be 
paved. Faving has also 
begun on the strip 
of runway running 





Over Hardy Bay, which 
was previously 
dredged and dumped. 

At the same time, cul- 
verts are being 
installed at the east 
end of Hardy Bay so 
that the water ina 
near-by lagon will 
be connected with the 
sea and does not remain 
stagnant. 

On earth work, Bro. 
Evans said that it 
1s about 90 per cent 
complete, with grading 
on the final end of the 
runway, north of Hardy 
Bay and close to tne 
St. George's Uni- 
versity School of 
Medicine, now taking 
place. 

He disclosed that 
paving on that part 
of the runway would 
begin once the cul- 
verts under Hardy 
Bay are in place. This 
is. likely to becin in 
February this year, 
by wnich time the 
‘culverts would already 
be installed. 











COUNTRY SECT1LON GUATEMALA 


BRIEFS 


ACREEMENT WITH ARGENTINA RATIFIED--In a special ceremony held at the Foreign 
Ministry, Foreign Minister Eduardo Castillo Arriola and Argentine Ambassador 
Angel Fernando Girardi exchanged the instruments of ratification of a 
scientific-technical cooperation agreement signed by the two governments. 
(Guatemala City DIARIO DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 4 PA} 


AMBASSADOR TO COLOMBIA--The Guatemalan government has appointed Luis Merida 
Lopez the special and plenipotentiary ambassador to Colombia. The appoint- 
ment is retroactive to 4 January 1983. [PA181401 Guatemala City DIARIO DE 


CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 7 Feb 83 PA] 


1982 EXPORT FIGURES--The Economy Ministry has reported that exports for 1982 
totaled 316,302,200 quetzals. This is slightly over the goal of 300 million 
quetzales. The ministry stressed that 107 million quetzales of these exports 
had been made to newly developed markets. [PA251832 Guatemala City DIARIO 

DE CENTRO AMERICA in Spanish 10 Feb 83 p 5 PA] 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO HAITI--The Guatemalan Foreign Ministry has appointed Col 
Jose Antonio Estrada Sanabria as ambassador to Haiti. His headquarters 
will be in the Dominican Republic. [PA251832 Guatemala City OFFICIAL 


GAZETTE in Spanish 11 Feb 83 p 5 PA] 
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JACKSON COMMENTS ON MAJOR FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Relations with Venezuela 


FOREIGN Minister 
Rashleigh Jacksoa has 
said that relations with 
Venezuela will continue 
to be in the forefrent in 
the conduct of GuyanaT 
foreign policy this year. 
Cde Jackson described 
relatiens betweer 
Guyana and Venezuela 
at the present time as 
cool. 

Speaking on the GBC 
programme ‘‘Face the 
Nation”’’ he said there 
could be no justification 
to accuse Guyana of 
being dilatory about the 
settiement of the con 
troversy arising out of 
Venezuela's claim. 

He said the two 
countries might not 
reach agreement on the 
choice of an in- 
ternational organ to 
settle the dispute but 
suyana felt that the 
stage had not been 


reached to refer. the 
matter to the Secretary- 
GeneraL 


Asked ‘whether the 
reported sale of 
Gayana’s bauxite to 
Venezuela represented a 
thawing of relations, Cde 
Jackson said the deal 
was ‘‘technically and 
commercially a mutually 
+ Deneficial arrangement 
to both countries.” 

Cde Jackson said he 
would not disbelieve the 
Venezuelan Foreign 
Minister is reported to 
have said the bauxite 
and alumina deal was 
manifestation of the fact 
that Venezuela did not 


intend to frustrate 
Guvana’s economic 
development. 


“I hope it (the 
Statement) would inform 
the future actions of 
Venezuela,’’ Cde Jackson 
added. ° . 

The Foreign Minister 
did not have any details 
but confirmed that there 
had been negotiations for 
the purchase of bauxite 
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and alumina from 
Guyana by Venezuela. 
The Foreign Minister 
also pointed out that it 
was planned to put in, 


place this year 
arrangements _ for: 
Guyana’s missions 


overseas to impact 
positively on the foreign 
exchange problem. 

He said that during 
preparations of a budget 
minds had been ad- 
dressed to the role the 
missions could play in 
earning foreign eXx- 
change and the matter 
was now being discussed 
with the State Planning 


Com mission. 
It was hoped too, the 


Minister said, that 
Guyana would increase 
its trade with socialist 
countries through the 
development of counter 
trade and once there 
were matching responses 
from the countries 


concerned. 

















Stand on Apartheid 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 83 p 1 


[or 
L 2 


ext | 


FOREIGN Minister 
Rashieigh Jackson has 
reiterated Guyana’s 
opposition to sporting 
contacts with South 
Africa. 

In an invited comment- 
on the socalled rebel 
West Indian cricketers 
tour of South Africa, Cde 
Jackson said on radio 
‘We are totally against’ 
apartheid.’’ 

He pointed out that 
Guyana had taken a 
consistent pasition 
against players who 
went to the racist 
republic and added: ‘‘We 
are the staunchest. 


supporters of the 
Gleneagles Agreement 
(which discourages 
sporting ties with South 
Africa)’ 

Referring specifically 
to those players now in 
South Africa, the 


 —— 


Minister said: ‘‘One 
cannot prevent a 
Guyanese from coming 
home but I don’t think 
the other (so-called) 
cricketers can come 
here.” 

Guyanese Colin Croft 
is among the players 
now touring South 
Africa. 


Developments in Suriname 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


GUYANA is following 
the situation in Suriname 
as closely as possible 
and hopes that the 
peopie of that country 
will very quickly be able 
to settle what difficulties 
they have, Foreign 
Minister Rashleigh 
Jackson said iast week. 

He told a questioner on 
a radio programme that 
Guyana wouid lke to 
have a Situation which 1s 
propitious to the 
development of good 
neighbourly relations. 

Cde Jackson added 
that the Government of 


Guyana was also con- 
cerned about the large 
Guyanese 
there and wished they 
could continue to make 
their contribution in a 
situation of peace and 


population 


tranquillity. 

Cde Jackson observed 
that it was the sovereign 
right of Sumname to 
support Venezueia s 
application to become a 
full member of the Non- 
Aligned Movement. 

He said the difference 
between Gayana and 
Suriname on that issue 
was one of ‘‘timing’” and 
not ‘‘opinica.”’ 
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SS 


PRIME MINISTER COMMENTS ON INFORMATION, MEDLA ROLES 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 28 Jan 83 ppl 


{Text 


| 


H 


J 


PRIME Minister Dr. 
Ptelemy Reid has said 
communication and 
information are central 
and net peripheral to the 
process of development. 

Addressing the second 
Planning and Evaluation 
Session of the Guyana 
News Agency (GNA) 
Sunday, Dr. Reid stated: 
“Development starts. 


with people and 
development means 
change.” 


Communication and. 
information, he. added, 
are also centrai to the 
maintenance of politica 
economic and cultural 
independence. 

The media were 
therefore important 
since change could not 
occur unless people are 
informed and educated,. 
he contended. 

“Our commanicatios 
system aad our ability te 
inform and educate mast 
de institutionalised as 
part of the development 
process, and not merely 
left to chanee or as 
ancillary to that process,” 
" he noted. 

The Prime Minister 
referred to the way in 
which information 


networks were used as 
“vehicles for colonial 
expansion’’, and for ‘‘the 
development of 


capitalism.’ * 
itical analysis of 
messages received from 
international sources. 
which were in conflict’ 
with Guyana’s interests 
and priorities was 
therefore essential, he 
told local media 
resentatives. 

e noted that the first 
general manager of the 
Associated Press, Kent 
Cooper, when battling 
against the dominance 
and monopoly of the 
European News 
Agencies in the early 
20th . century, had 
complained that these 
news agencies exercised 
“the er to decide 
what the people of each 
nation would be allowed 
to know of the les of 
other nations and with 
what shade of meaning 
the news was to be 


presented.’’ 

Cooper had also 
charged that 
international attitudes 


all developed from the 
impression and 
prejudices aroused by 
what the news agencies 





And, in a reference to 
the session’s theme 
‘*Prefessionalism in 
Suppert of Natienal 
Development,” Dr. Reid 
warned that dealing with 
this problem demanded 


VF 


/ 
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more than 
professionalism 
media workers. 


‘We must learn to 
interpret them 
(international reports) 
within the context of our 
own history of 
colonisation, slavery, 
indentured labour and on 
the basis of our own 
place in the world, our 
values, our cultures, our 
own aspirations and our 


from 


own bjectives’’ he 
remarxed. 

He referred to 
international news 


reports which describe 
increases in the prices of 
sugar, coffee, bauxite or 
rice as a crisis. ‘‘When 
the prices of these 
commodities fall below 
the cost of production 
and Third World peoples 
starve it was no longer 
considered a ‘‘crisis’’, he 
pointed out. 

The same international 
information process 
persuades some persons 
in the developing worid 
to accept and support an 
international system 
which allows five 
hundred million people 
to suffer from 
malnutrition while rich 
countries pay their 
farmers to grow less 
wheat so as to obtain 
higher prices and higher 
profits, Dr. Reid said. 














"CHRONICLE' RESUMES EDITORIALS, DEFINES NEW FEATURES 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 1 Feb 53 p 4 


(Editorial | 


[Text ] 


. For us at Guyana National Newspapers 
Limited, the worst seems te be over. 
Towards the ead of iast year, our daily had 
been reduced te a mere four pages, and eur 
Sunday to eight pages. 
..Our daily is new eight pages and our 
Sunday 16, net ideal eof coarse, but an 
imperative dictated by the unavailability of 
foreign exchange for the importation ef 
newsprint. 
..We are very much aware of oer role in 
national development, even thoagh the 
problem of insufficient pages and other 
constraints do hinder us in the executiena of 
our duties. 
..Bat we will do the best we can. 

The editorial column, for instance, is back 
from teday. 
..The emphasis on food production and 
agricultural diversification, with the related 
aspects of storage and marksting and 
packaging. is already reflected in these 
pages. Further, to heighten interest in 
things agricultural, we are introducing an 


agricultural supplement , te ve part of our 
Sunday issue. This will appear before the 
end of this month. : 

.. Other areas of interest in national life are 
also of concern to us, and we do try to 
present these to you the best way we can. 
..Over the next few weeks, much will be 
written on the Republic Celebrations. We see 
the Mash happenings as a shot in the arm 
for the Guyanese psyche — not a panacea, 
of course , but rather a morale-builder to 
assist in cushioning the effects of the crisis 
we now face. And speaking of the crisis, do 
allow us to shout about how weil we at 
GNNL have fared. 

.. The loss in revenue caused by severe cuts 
in circulation and the reduction in pages last 
year did not undo us. Our position at the 
end of the year was surprisingly viabie , 
This, of course, makes much greater the 
obligation we have to our readers to previde 
a good tay oy ow 

..We intend to henoar that obligation. 
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ANALYSIS OF WPA PROGRAM, PPP-SOUGHT NATIONAL FRONT 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 83 pp 
£ Pt 


[Article by "a correspondent”: ‘"'All Party' 





(Text } 


PE a os 

position $s 
been” exposed. Led by a 
few priests in the 
Guyana Council of 
Churches the have 
a ae ay on futile 
task of effecting unity 


among the Opposition. 


parties and groups. The 
exercise has ended in 


failure. There is open 





ideological affinity with 
it, nor any working class 
Support? ‘:he logical and 
ready answer is that the 
PPP wants power so 
badly that they will not 
a over the means 
of obtaining it. This is 
he eae of the worse 

Is the PPP 80 
aeapersie for power that 
it is prepared to abandon 


would de ie = - the interests of the 
One of the deg the al class’ . 
VLD, accor e WPA has also 


PPP, is ‘a p By 
patchwork of reac-, 
tionaries, holed up in’ 
Georgetown, who’ have 
taken up the cudgels for 


Capitalism and _  im- 
perialist pillage’. The 
others have also been 
roundly condemned. The 
discovery by the PPP is 
based upen its inability 
to perceive that since no 
ideological or 
Philosophicaf bases 
existed for agreement, 
failure would bound to be 
the logical! result. 

The VLD is indeed a 
miniscule patchwork of 
reactionaries. But one 
would have thought the 
PPP would also have 
made the obvious point. 
that the VLD has no 
working class base or 
interest. What then is the 


PPP —— with a Party 
23 


which neither 


proved to be a disap- 
ayy to the PPP. 
he PPP in its analysis 
of the respective Parties 


in the “All Party 
Talks’, confessed that 
the WPA prefers to lean 
towards the VLD than 
towards the PPP. It is 
more than a question of 
merely, ‘leaning’; the 
WPA and the VLD are 
ideologicaily con- 
sanguineous 

The PNC has lon 
warned those who car 
to hear or understand 
that while the WPA 
masquerades on the left 
of the politcal spectrum 
it is iw .fact right in 
essence. 

The PNC analysis of 
the activities and 
programmes of the 
WPA, as weil as in- 
sormation coming from 

inside the WPA itself 
nave tong since Jed to the 














CSO: 


firm conclusion that the 
WPA is a rightist Party. 
In this _ respect 
the WPA is more 
dangerous and shrewder 
than the VLD. The WPA 
realises that given the 
context of uyana’s 
— it is necessary 
or it to appear to be left 
even though the true 
interests of that Party lie 
with political elements 
on the right. 
The right wing 


credentials of the WPA 
are amply confirmed by 
the fact that the WPA 

enjoys frequent contact 
with and access to the 
American Embassy. 
Indeed one of their 
leading female members 
has been appointed’ by 
the Party to function as 
a liaison between the 
WPA and the Americas 
Embassy. Overall the 
WPA’s policy and 
programmes are _ in- 
ten to placate the 
right and assure im- 


3298/376 


perialism. They hoid no 
progressive position, for 
example, on the 
Liberation struggle of 
Black people in Southern 
Africa. 

But it was particularly 
during the All Party 
talks that the position of 
the WPA and the VLD 
converged confirmin 
the PNC analysis a 
confounding the PPP. 

These are the 
respective itions of 
the WPA and the VLD on 
socialism in Guyana. 
“The WPA asserts that in 
its: 
‘Considered. opinion, 
taking al} things into 
account, to include (a) 
socialist orientation in 
the programme of a 
caretaker Government, 
in Guyana will not help 
to consolidate the forces 
of national emancipation 
under the leadership of 
the people’. 

The VLD stated: 

; ‘‘We resolutely 


maintain our objection to 
the phrase ‘socialist 
oriented’. We are not 
now working to the 
restructuring of the 
Guyanese economy and 
‘anti-imperialist’ 
because it is restricted 
by the PPP to Western 
powers. We are con- 
vinced beyond the 
shadow of a doubt that 
adoption of these 
postures will fracture not 
merely these talks, but 
attempts to involve other 
organisations, Trade 
Unions, Socia! groups 
and even the body which 
sponsored these talks.” 
Now that there cieariy 
exists no ideological or. 
other reason for unity 
bétween the PPP and the 
other Parties, any fur- 
ther association by the 
former with these Parties 
must lead to the con- 
clusion that the PPP’s 
wish for a National 
Patriotic Front 
Government based on 
socialism and_ anti- 
imperialism is dishonest. 

















COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PPP QUESTIONS STATUS OF NATIONAL GUARD IN PARLIAMENT 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 30 Jan 83 p 4 


{Text} Ministers of the government in Parliament recently were unable 

to state categorically the position of the National Guard Service. This 
question was asked by PPP Finance spokesman Narbada Persaud during considera- 
tion of the $20.6 million mini-budget piloted by Finance Minister Sallahudeen. 


The money to pay the National Guard comes under Ministry of Finance. A 
sum of $574,850 was being voted. Previous sums of $908,448 and $5 million 
were similarly spent on custody of government buildings the same task the 


N.G.S. performs. 
Asked Mr Persaud: "Who owns the National Guard Service? Is it a government 
or private concern?" 


The PPP and the general public have been expressing concern over the status 
of this outfit from the time it was set up. Questions remained unanswered, 
hence the formal questioning in the Parliament. It was also noted that a 
senior police officer Laurie Lewis heads the NGS. The PPP members wanted 

to know if Mr Lewis was seconded there or if he has ieft the Force to take 


+ - + + + > 
4. CNdate JOD. 


In a lame reply (bald and barren as to perplex even Speaker Sase Narain) 
Minister Sallahudeen said: '"'The National Guard Service as far as my 
knowledge goes is a semi-autonomous body. Contractual relations exist 
between the National Guard Service and the Ministry of Finance. We are 
‘fier services have been rendered and accounting office have 


ic 
ertified it. The Ministry is now working on the December 1982 accounts. 


Supplementary questioning from Messrs N. Persaud and Reepu D. Persaud 
merely got the Minister uneasy, as he clearly had nothing new to offer. 
"Members ot Parliament should be told clearly" the MPs insisted. Speaker 
lso asked the Minister to be more specific, but since he tried and 
1iled the Speaker ruled crisply: "No more questions. He doesn't know: 
During the warm exchanges Mr Narain had expressed his bewilderment over 


the term "'Semi-autonomous.' 








Mirror notes that this same type of bafflement was the reaction by government 
ministers when questionr about the KSI were asked by the PPP in the House. 

Up to this day none of them has ever said plainly that the KSI is a 

business owned and operated by the PNC. It is felt by observers that the 
National Guard Service is another PNC outfit. The PPP in Parliament made 
this same observation. There was no confirmation. 


CSO: 3298/377 
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GREEN URGES CANE FARMERS TO DIVERSIFY THEIR CROPS 


Georgetown GU 


[Text ] 


TYANA CHRONICLE 


VICE-PRESIDENT fee 

Agricaitare, Hamiltea 
Green, has stressed the 
need for cane farmers te 
move away from cane 
(lantinmg te alternative 
crops in the light of the 
reduced demand for 
sagar on the world 
market. 
- He said that the sugar 
industry lost over $82 
million in 1981 due to 
depressing world prices. 
For these reason, he 
said, ‘‘there is need for 
a step in sugar that we 
have been putting off for 
too long.”’ 

The Vice-President 
suggested the cultivation 
of cassava and legumes, 
crops which would be in 
great demand over the 
next (ew years. 

He said the Textile 
Mill, GUYMINE and the 
Seals and Packaging 
Industries Lirtited are 
among institutions which 





in English 26 Jan 83 p 8 


would utitise 
starch. 

As regards legumes, he 
said, this is part of a 
national programme to 
encourage the nation to 
plant pigeon peas. 

He hoped that the 
target would be about 10- 
12 million pounds per 
annum. 


Cassava 


. Green was 
outlining the nation’s 
policy to cane farmers 
and regional] authorities 
at a meeting heid at the 
Two Brothers Primary 
School, Canal No. 1 
Polder. 

Farmers in the Polder 
were brought up-to-date 
with plans for drainage 
and irrigation 
rehabilitation in the 
area. 

A similar programme 
is going on at Leguan, 
Essequibo, and Cane 
Grove on the East 
Coast of Demerara. The 





I'VANA 
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programme is funded by 
a joan from the Inter- 
American Development 
Bank. 

Referring to the need 
for — rheongiters 
the-#ice-President sai 
that agriculture has to 
play a vital and pivotal 
role in national economic 
recovery. 

“When we say the 
sarvival of our country 
rests on agriculture, it is 
for real. It is serious and 
it is something we have 


to pursue relentlessly 
and this can only be 


done through un- 
derstanding and _ co- 
operation,’’ he em- 
phasised. 


At the meeting farmers 
raised several problems 
such as lack of 
marketing facilities, 
poor drainage and 
irrigation, inadequate 
water supply and low 
prices for their produce. 
— (GNA). 
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PROJECTS GIVE BOOST TO PROSPECTS FOR RICE CROPS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE IN English 28 Jan 83 p 8 


[Text] Two massive drainage rehabilitation projects are nearing completion 
at Cane Grove, East Coast, Demerara, and at Leguan, Essequibo, to provide 
farmers with the opportunity of improving their cultivation of rice in 

the two areas. 


The rehabilitation projects involve excavation works on 87 850 feet of drains 
and canals at Cane Grove and on approximately 46 000 feet of dual purpose 
canals in Leguan's Oakum Blenheim districts. 


The projects, expected to be completed in six weeks" time are part of 
government's US$26.6 million Agriculture Sector Programme, designed to 
provide a sound infra-structural and land development base for the speedy 
growth and development of Guyana's agricultural sector. 


The programme is being supported by a loan of US$20 million from the Inter- 
American Development Bank (IDB). 


With a part of the IDB loan disbursed, government has placed orders for the 
importation of over G$4 million worth of spares for tractors and combines as 
well as agricultural chemicals and insecticides for the rice and sugar 
industries. 


In these respects, the IDB staff is working closely with the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the S-ate Planning Secretariat, and both state and private 
sector agencies. 


The Agriculture Ministry has already initiated discussions with farmers of 
Cane Grove and Leguan, two traditional rice-growing zones, to determine 
their approach for expanding rice cultivation in their respective areas. 


These discussions, an Agriculture Ministry spokesman said yesterday, are 
intended to result in the maximising of benefits to the farmers in the 
preparation, cultivation and harvesting processes on the newly-available 
lands and in the transportation and marketing of their crops. 








The drainage rehabilitation projects at Cane Grove and Leguan represent 
the first stage of a comprehensive plan to expand cultivation and improve 
yields on every inch of cultivable soil in both areas. 


Other crops planned for the two zones include plantains, ground provisions, 
coconuts and green vegetables. 


CSO: 3298/376 
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GREEN APPEALS TO FARMERS FOR IMPROVED PRODUCTIVITY 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Feb 83 p 1 




















[Text ] 

‘E-PRESIDENT fer ‘eonstitution. Indepen- that the lands within the 
Agriculture, Cde. dence is when a nation roject area are 
Hamilten Green said can stand tall, be seif- neficially occupied and 

esterday that reliant, and talk about at the same time to 
agricaitare must not be’ ita work without having make recommendations 
seen as a part-time to consider whether it for the repossession of 
exercise but as a — offend any other all idle lands, the Vice- 
te nation.” . resident said. 
revi e farmers. with a He hinted at plans for * Sacaahs of its drive for 
decent standard of the introduction of the exploitation of 
living. % zoning systems in the Guyana’s agriculture 
He said farmers must country so as to avoid resources, government, 
move to new positions to conflicts among farmers Cde. Green said, is 
protect and maintain and to make full use of committed to providing 
infrastructure works in all available resources. enough land and in- 
hemes Giving seme advice to frastructure for persons 
agriculture sc : 
where government haa, farmers, Cde. C-een who are serious about 
been spending large suggested that they set tilling the soil. 
sums of money. up farmers’ councils, in As part of this drive, 
- “We need to be com order to meet and privately-owned, leased 
fident that we can discuss problems with and licensed iands, 
produce not only to one voice and make which are not sizeable 
justify government’s representations. economically, will be 
investments, but to the Vice-President who acquired, aggregated 
ensure that we no longer dealt at length with the ‘and redistributed so that 
become an appendage of form and scope of the persons may be able to 
any imperialist power”, multi-million-dollar cultivate plots which can 
Vice-President Green MMA-ADA, said Guyana. earn them a decent 
said. is undergoing a socialist living, Cde. Green ex- 
Speaking at a seminar transformation with the plained. __ 
sponsored by , the objective of developing The Vice-President 
Mahaica-Mahaicony- its economy mainly urged the farmers and 
Abary Agricultural through agriculture. the staff of the MMA to 
Development Authority The MMA project, he work closely for the 
(MMA-ADA) at the said is one of the success of scheme. 
Blairmont Estate Senior vehicles by which the He noted that once the 
Staff Chub, the vite government hopes to ject is successful, 
President said that when achieve this ‘fans- egion Five will be 
nations are. completely formation. transferred into what it 
self-sufficient in food " Apart from the con- is intended to be — a 
they are on the road to struction and main- great place which will be 
real independence. tenance of works in the able to feed Guyana, the 
“Real independence”, scheme, the MMA-ADA Caribbean and million of 
he said, ‘is not a flag, is charged with the hungry people in the 
National Anthem and a responsibility of ensuring world. ~(GNA) 
CSO: 3298/377 
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SUGAR PRODUCTION FALLING SHORT OF FIRST-CROP TARGETS 


Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 6 Feb 83 p 8 


[Text ] 





NENE of Guysuco’s ten 
factories which have 
been phased into 
operation _ a fort- 
night ago are now on the 
production stream for 
this year’s first sugar 
crop after a short out-of- 
crop maintenance period 
of about one month. 
Uitvlugt factory has 
completed steam trials 
and is yom eg to 
commence grinding over 
the ooubbad ™ 

As at week ending 
1983-02-05 Sugar ° 
production for the crop 
was 12,330 tons against a 
crop estimate of 14,560 
tons to date. 

The main constraints 
to production so far were 
factory mechanical 
problems, stoppages of 
work particularly by 
harvesting gangs and 
depressed yields due 
mainly to the severe dry 
conditions which affected 
the growth of canes since 
last year. - 

For the week the 
Industry produced 7,605 
tons sugar against an 
estimate of 8,600 tons. 

Four estates have 
surpassed their targets 
a as a result gained 





placements on the 
Corporation’s Honours 
Roll. The production 
achievements of these 
are:— 
eBlairmont which 
made 980 tons sugar or 
113 per cent of its 
estimate of 850 tons. 
eEnmore produced 925 
tons or 108.8 per cent of ' 
its estimate of 850 tons. 
@Rose Hall made 1,190 
tons or 101.3 per cent of 
its estimate of 1,175 tons 
and 
eAlbion-Port Mourant 
produced 1,505 tons or 
100.3 per cent of its 
estimate of 1,500 tons. 
Leonora estate with 
93.8 per cent 
achievement of its target 
has been singled out for 
Honourable Mention; 
while Skeldon, LBI-Ogle 
and Diamond recorded 
creditable performance. 
Blairmont and Enmore 
estates are in the lead on 
the Henours Roil having 
gained three placements 
each for the crop so far. 
The Corporation 
disclosed that the 
Industry expects to 
produce 100,870 tons 
sugar over a crop period 
of about twelve weeks. 














COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


GOVERNMENT WEIGHS HELP TO GEORGETOWN FOR WATER SYSTEM 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 28 Jan 83 p l 


[Text] The Ministry of Environment and Water Supply is giving serious 
consideration to a request from the Georgetown City Council for financial 
assistance in the installation of two new wells at the Shelter Belt. 


Health Minister Richard Van West Charles, who is also responsible for 
Environment and Water Supply, said yesterday the request was timely 
considering the need for the Georgetown Sewerage and Water Commissioners 
to improve its supply of potable water in the City. 


He said his Ministry was feeling the pinch of the economic crisis as much 
as any other service agency in Guyana, but promised to support efforts by 
the City Council to have the two new wells installed at the Shelter Belt 


this year. 


Dr Van West Charles was discoursing with employees of the Georgetown 
Sewerage and Water Commissioners (GS&WC) at a meeting to establish 

better working relationships with the GS&WC staff and to make the workers 
more aware of their role in boosting the health and agricultural and 
industrial development of the country. 


Mayor Mavis Benn, who echoed her Council's request at yesterday's meeting 
in the Shelter Belt compound, said the municipal’ zy was unable to finance 
the installation of the two wells on its own because of constraints on its 
financial resources and uncertainty over the size of government's 1983 


subvention to the Council. 


Both Dr Charles and Cde Benn spoke of the need for GS&WC staff to demonstrate 
loyalty and commitment to their work to develop a public-spirited attitude 
toward consumers and to become more aware of their tasks in supplying water 


to citizens. 


The Minister invited the staff to meet citizens face-to-face so as to 
determine how they were benefiting from the operation of the Shelter Belt 
and to take initiatives, whenver and wherever necessary, to ensure that 
consumers receive adequate supplies of safe water. 


This can be achieved, he added, by making sure that the existing pumps at 
the Shelter Belt are kept in proper working order and at as high a capacity 
as possible until the arrival of spares and new pumps. 


alad a 9 “ 5972 
CSO: 3298/3765 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


TUC IGNORES COMMITTEE REPORT BLASTING GOVERNMENT PAY POLICY 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 6 Feb 83 p 4 
[Text] The Guyana Trades Union Congress has been urged to take positive 


steps "to halt the climb in the food index" and if this cannot be done then 
the TUC "should militantly pursue the demand for a living wage." 





This position was taken by the Technical Committee appointed by the TUC 
Executive last vear. The report came out last July but its recommendations 
not been taken seriously by the TUC. 


In the Committee's assessment a living wage for an average family as a 
result of the increases in the cost of living "must now be increased to 
$772.11 per month or $29.70 per day." In 1981 the Committee, headed by 
Leslie Melville, advocated a living wage of $654.33 per month or $25.00 
per day. 


However, in clear caustic language the Committee pointed to the dilemma 
of the TUC. "Confidence is waning as the workers are of the view that 
they have been abandoned by their Unions and the TUC. The Movement has 
been silent for too long on too many issues. Its leadership has been in 
too much of a hurry to support government action that affects the welfare 
of the workers. They have become leading spokesmen of the government...." 
Where meat production is concerned the report showed that it was in 1980 
3,100,023 lbs or 3.64 lbs per person per year which is "totally inadequate.’ 
Tt also noted that the ‘major concern of most workers is the absence of 

ir trom the shelves of our shops and supermarkets." 


The Melville Committee concluded that there are contradictions between 
reality and the government's stated objectives of creating a socialist 
State as it is ditficult to understand “how a socialist party controlling 
the reigns of government would permit prices of locally grown commodities 
to skyrocket...without taking measures to protect the consumers." And 

in somewhat of a sarcastic note the Committee said: "One would expect 

this of a party that supports the free enterprise system and the regulatory 


process of the market forces." 


LU / 














Dealing with "mis-management and under performance" the question is asked: 
Why so many of our top managers have either resigned or have been removed 
from office over the past few years? The Committee concluded that "there 
is no doubt that there has been political manipulation of our managers." 


In its recommendations to ease the situation the Committee said a "Strategy 
for recovery must be drafted" and for this to be effective "it must have 
the support of the people..." and there must be “real participation of 
workers in the management of the public enterprises; the establishing of 

a pricing board." 


Further the "economy requires an injection of confidence which can only 
be gained by a reversal of the current dictatorial trend with a movement 
to participatory management." 


The Committee called on the TUC to urge the regime to recognise the Rice 
Producers’ Association so as to help bring the rice industry to stability. 


CSO: 3298/377 














COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


MANLEY LECTURES AT UWI ON ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 
FL250015 Bridgetown CANA in English 2348 GMT 24 Feb 83 


(Report by Irene Sandiford] 


[Text] Bridgetown, Barbados, 24 Feb (CANA)--Former Jamaica Prime Minister 
Michel Manley has counselled Caribbean countries against regarding foreign aid 
as a substitute for pooling their resources to develop self reliance. 


"..,Let us tace a central fact, colonialism left us mired in the phenomenon 
ot dependence to the extent that foreign capital is (seen as) your only hope 


of salvation..,'' Mr Manley told a packed law lecture theatre at the University 
of the West Indies (UWI) Cave Hill Campus here Tuesday night. 


The leader of Jamaica's socialist opposition People's National Party (PNP) 

was invited by the UWI's guild of undergraduates to participate in a week long 
symposium, and his topic was "development and the world economic order." 

Mr Manley who led Jamaica for eight years (1972-1980) said that if foreign 
capital was needed it had to be to supplement what you already had, it should 
not be a central element of survival. 


"Yes, we want foreign capital, yes we understand the conditions under which it 


is coming...but you have them as a matter of conscious national choice...to 
Supplement, never as a central element of survival. 


We " 


Self reliance is the key, he declared. 

Mr Maniey drew reference to Puerto Rico which he said had the benefit of 

"nerhaps the greatest sustained flow of foreign capital" into its economy "over 
ast 30 to 40 years of any society on earth." He said "Literally billions 

and billions" of dollars had been pumped into Puerto Rico in the form of 


rorelgen investment. 


“But when you measure it on certain fundamental human terms that vast invest- 
ment operation in a society that has immediate free access to the biggest market 
in the world by special arrangement, it now has official statistics of 23 percent 
unemployment...’ and (it) has a very substantial proportion, over 40 percent 

of the population, who have to supplement their income by food stamps, and who 


re of their population to New York than the whole of the rest of the 


ex ) 


Caribbean combined. 














"So they have investment, have a market...at their doorsteps, and now have 
rising unemployment, and rising dependence.... 


"Now this must tell you something about the relationship between development, 
if you understand it, and the problem of economic methodology..." said 

Mr Manley, under whose leadership Jamaica experienced eight consecutive years 
of negative growth. 


Mr Manley whose PNP lost the 1980 Jamaica general election to Edward Seaga's 
pro-Western Jamaica Labour Party said that one of the best ideas to come out 
of the Caribbean Community, was the suggestion by the late Eric Williams, 
Trinidad and Tobago's former prime minister, that the area marry its resources 
in an effort to become more independent. 


"One of the finest concepts that came out of CARICOM was to the best of my know- 
ledge the brainchild of Eric Williams, and that was when he proposed food 
cooperation for the Caribbean as an important aspect of regional integration 

and that we look to marry the fertilisers that would come from the down-stream 
products of Trinidad's oil and other chemical products, with expertise say in 
cattle in a country like Jamaica, expertise in different areas...and slowly 

a regional assault on the mobilising of Caribbean resources," he declared. 


He said it was a sad commentary on the political process of the Caribbean that 
at the recent CARICOM summit in Jamaica, delegates "had to dust off" those 
proposals and "re-commit (themselves) to what I hope is more than rhetoric." 


Mr Mayley urged Caribbean people to understand development as its own process 
and pursue its own objectives in its quest for true independence. 


"IT believe that it is fundamental to the future of the Third World that it 
learns to develop a process of collective self reliance as an extention of 
national self reliance," he said. 


rd 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMATCA 


SHEARER CALLS NORWAY TRADE POSITIVE STIMULANT 


FLO70221 Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 2 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, 
the Rt. Hon. Hugh Shearer, sees increased trade between Jamaica and Norway as 


e 
a positive stimulant for the achievement of optimum use of Jamaica's capacity 
for export. 


Mr Shearer expressed this view yesterday morning as he opened the fifth 
(uter-g2overnment joint commission meeting between Jamaica and the United Kingdom 
of Norway at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, new Kingston. 


Mr Shearer said: ''There is undoubtedly great potential for closer cooperation 
in the area of trade between our countries. This has been concentrated over 
the years mainly in the areas of bauxite, fish and paper products. 





"The Jamaican economy is at a stage of development where sufficient capacity 
for export exists in nearly all sectors. The problem is under-utilization; 
and optimum utilization of this capacity is a foremost goal. 

- 


creased trade between our countries can only serve to positively stimulate 
the achievement of this objective." 


Mr Shearer recalled that when Jamaica signed the agreement on trade, economic, 

industrial and technical cooperation in Oslo (in 1977) which established the 

commission, "We committed ourselves to encourage and cultivate mutual coopera- 
ion between interested institutions, organizations, enterprises and other 


nae 4 
' 


within our respective countries,' 
I wish today to reiterate this commitment on behalf of the government ind people 


er 
edge our continued support for the strengthening of our 


‘f Jamaica and to pl 
re a better future for our nations," he declared. 


partnership to secu 
Mr Shearer listed benefits received by the country flowing out of the commission, 


and expressed confidence in the success of the meeting which, he felt should 
bring mutual benefits to both countries. 


Lili 

















Mr Arne Skuage, Norway's minister of trade and shipping, and leader of his 
country's delegation, said that with Norway's development aid to Jamaica being 
phased out, attention should be turned to "the commercial potential of our 
bilateral economic relationship." 


Mr Skuage hoped the private sectors of both countries would exploit "the 
framework of solid contacts and shared information" arising from the 
commission's meetings in order to arrive at commercially-viable projects of 
mutual benefit. 


Although trade was of great importance as the first step in the evolution of 
economic relations between the two countries, Mr Skuage said, he felt that 
"perhaps the most interesting possibilities may lie in the area of industrial 
projects and joint-ventures," citing two Norwegian-Jamaican projects: Norcem's 
involvement in the Jamaican cement industry and Tpyjio's joint-venture participa- 
tion in Antillean food processors. 


Mr Skuage said he hoped the Jamaica Maritime Institute, which is to be built 
with the aid of a $8.4 million grant from Norway, would provide a focus for 
continuous cooperation, not only in education but also in a wide spectrum of 
maritime activities. 


Saying a "few words" about the commission "on which we in Norway place great 
emphasis," Mr Skuage said that on the official level "we are eager to assist 
in making the atmosphere conductive to a greater international engagement by 
our private sector. However, as you are well aware, meetings of this kind 
require a considerable allocation of resources and should therefore be held 
judiciously." 

Mr Skuage suggested that both private sectors be given time to study the 
possibilities for further cooperation before a new meeting of the joint 
commission was scheduled. "At that time, we may perhaps consider at what level 
the meeting can most efficiently be chaired," he said. 


Mr Skuage also mentioned that Norway was also having its share of economic 
hardship, noting that the economic situation was marked by protracted inter- 


national recession. 


The meeting which began on Monday ends tomorrow. 


— 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


COUNTRY SAID TO FRUSTRATE CARICOM 


/ 


FL181823 Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 13 Feb 83 p 4 


(Editorial: "Jamaica Not Playing Fair"] 
[Text] Pressure is mounting for action to be taken against Jamaica for what 
has been described as her attitude of "pure and unadulterated selfishness" 

in her dealing with the rest of CARICOM. The issue stems from Jamaica's new 
two-tiered exchange system which provides one rate. J$1./8 to one U.S. dollar 
for is which Jamaica needs to import to feed her people and keep her manu- 
iacturing industries moving, and another of J$3 to J$3.50 to one U.S. dollar 
for goods imported from within CARICOM. 


The upshot of this is that CARICOM goods will be more expensive for Jamaicans 
and so the demand for these wiil drop, while Jamaica is ensuring that the goods 
she produces will remain competitive in CARICOM markets. 
it will be recalled that the Barbados Manufacturers Association (BMA) has been 
calling on the Barbados Government to take retaliatory action against Jamaica. 
The statistics show that Jamaica had been selling a lot more to Barbados than 
she has been importing from us and the BMA feels that unless Jamaica is 

ing to reciprocate, Barbados should reduce its importation of Jamaican 


ve Ree * AE ~ ‘ 


goods as well. It is not an easy decision. 


The Barbados Governmcat sent off a mission to Jamaica to get an explanation 
from the Jamaican Government as to what that country's policy will be in future. 


The mission returned somewhat optimistic that given time Jamaica will be able 
erform keeping with the expectations of a CARICOM partner. 


However, the Trinidad and Tobago Manufacturers Association (TIMA) has also taken 
up the cry that Jamaica is net playing it fair. So far the TIMA has only spoken 
about what it terms "repeated provocations" by Jamaica on the issue of trade. 
But the mcern is there. There is no doubt that in Trinidad and Tobago there 
will be a body of opinion that pressure should be brought to bear on Jamaica. 

‘re has been talk that CARICOM markets should be closed to Jamaica's exports. 
his view is also held by some in Barbados. 
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Mr. Bird, however, favours caution and good 


sense and holds the view that any 


rash action could lead to further fragmentation of the regional integration 


movement. 


It is clear that Jamaica's CARICOM partners 
both worlds. She will have to endeavour to 
in her home market and not behave as if the 
her way. 


So far, inspite of the call for pressure to 
is still a strong body of opinion in favour 
favour of compromise can hope to prevail in 


are not prepared to have the best of 
give a better deal to CARICOM products 
benefits of CARICOM should come only 


be brought to bear on Jamaica there 
of compromise. How long those in 
face of the mounting pressure for 


some positive action to bring Jamaica to heel is anyone's guess. But it is 
known that frustration breeds impatience and Jamaica's action, while calculated 
to benefit that country, is causing frustration on the part of her CARICOM 


partners who will want something to be done 


to settle the issue once and for all. 














COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


MADAGASCAR SIGNS LOS CONVENTION--Kingston, Jamaica, 25 Feb (CANA)--The Indian 
Ocean island of Madagascar today became the 122d country to sign the 

United Nations Law of the Sea Convention which will govern man's exploitation 
»9f the resources of the oceans. Madagascar, part of the African group of 
nations, is just east of Mozambique which is on the eastern side of southern 
Africa. Its ambassador to the United Nations, Blaise Rabetafika, initialed 
the convention at a brief ceremony today at Jamaica's Foreign Ministry. 

The convention still has to be ratified by 60 countries before it can become 
law, and only Fiji has so far completed that step. Jamaica, which is to be 
the headquarters of the International Seabed Authority (ISA), which wil] 
oversee the convention, is expected to ratify the treaty before mid-March when 
the preparatory commission, drafting rules to govern deep seabed mining, has 


its first meeting here. [Text] [FL251432 Bridgetown CANA in English 1742 GMT 
25 Feb 83] 


DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME--Kingston, Jamaica is to cease its observation of daylight 
saving time (DST) from April 1984 because the project caused disadvantages 

several persons and led to only an insignificant saving in energy costs, 
Prime Minister Edward Seaga has said. The annual change from EST to DST 


normally occurs in the last week-end of April and is reversed in the last 
week-end of October. [FLO71905 Bridgetown CANA in English 1802 GMT 7 Mar 83 FL] 


CSO: 3298/1219 

















COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


SPEECHES MADE BY POPE JOHN PAUL II REPORTED 
Arrival Speech 


PAO41823 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1552 GMT 4 Mar 83 


[Speech by Pope John Paul II in reply to Nicaraguan junta coordinator Daniel 
Ortega Saavedra's welcoming address at Augusto Cesar International Airport in 


Managua, Nicaragua, on 4 March--live] 


[Text] Illustrious members of the junta of the government of national recon- 
struction, beloved brothers of the episcopate, dear brothers and sisters: 


On touching Nicaraguan soil, my first thought of gratefulness goes to God. I 
am offered the possibility of visiting this land of lakes and volcanoes and, 
above all, this noble people so filled with faith and Christian traditions. lL 
also wish to extend my greetings to the authorities, with my sincere thanks to 
the junta of the government of national reconstruction, for inviting me to 
visit this country and who have shown the courtesy of personally coming to 
wel e me on this, my apostolic trip. I cordially greet those who are my 
brothers in the episcopate, the bf ps of the church in Nicaragua, and in the 
tirst place my dear Msgr Miguel Obando Y Bravo, archbishop of the diocese who 
welcomes me, and the president of the Episcopal Conference. They had repeatedly 
vited me to pay a visit to their beloved people. My greetings, however, 
with wreat affection to the entire people of Nicaragua, not only those 
wno have been able to come to meet me or who are hearing me at this moment 
through various media. They extend not only to those whom I shall meet in 
Leon or Managua during these hours I will spend with you, which I would like to 
extend, but particularly to the thousands and thousands of Nicaraguans who have 
lot tound the means, as they would have wished, to be where I will be. They 
t e who cannot come because of the distance and their work, to those 
x have commitments to work, to the sick, to the elderly and children who have 
frered and are suffering because of the violence, wherever it comes from. 
extend to the victims of injustice and those who render their services 





tor the zood of the nation. 


e to Nicarayua with a religious mission. I am here as a peace messenger. 
courage hope and as a servant of faith to fortify the faithful in 
their loyalty to Christ and their church, to encourage them with a word of love 
that may fill them with sentiments of fraternity and conciliation. In the name 
of he, who for love offered his life for the liberation and redemption of all 


men, [ want to vive my contribution to end the suffering of innocent peoples 








of this part of the world, to end the bloody conflicts, hatred and sterile 
charges, opening the way for a genuine dialogue. A dialogue that will be 
specific and generous, a meeting of goodwill and not just possible justifica- 
tions to continue promoting division and violence. 


I also come to launch an appeal for peace to those who, inside or outside 

this geographic area, wherever they may be, favor one way or another--ideologi- 
cal, economic or military tensions--that prevent the free development of these 
peoples, lovers of peace, fraternity and of true spiritual, social, civic and 


democratic human progress. 


To the Virgin Mary, so beloved by the faithful Nicaraguan people, in her 
mystery of the immaculate conception, I entrust this visit and at the same 
time I give you all my cordial blessings. Thank you. [Applause] 


Papal Homily 


PA050323 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 2352 GMT 4 Mar 83 
[Homily delivered by Pope John Paul II at the 19 July Plaza in Managua--live ] 


[Excerpts] Saint John the evangelist shows us Jesus praying to the Father for 
the unity of the community he was entrusting to his apostles. With his death 
and resurrection, and with the gift of his spirit, Jesus Christ has reestablish- 
ed unity among all men, has given this unity to his church, and has turned it, 
as the council put it, into something of a sacrament or symbol of the intimate 
union with God and the unity of the entire human race. The church is God's 
family. Just as unity and order must prevail in a family, so it must be with 


the church. 


We must appreciate the profoundness and solidity of the foundations of the 
unity we enjoy in the universal church, in the Central American church as a 
whole, to which the local church of Nicaragua must unswervingly attend. 
[Applause] This is precisely why we must correctly evalutate the dangers 
threatening--as well as the need to preserve and expand--that unity, which is 
God's gift in Jesus Christ. As I told the bishops of Nicaragua last August, 
this gift is perhaps more precious precisely because it is fragile and because 
it is being threatened. 


The unity of the church is questioned when, to the powerful elements that con- 
stitute and maintain it--the faith itself, the word revealed, the sacraments, 
the obedience to the bishops and the Pope [applause], the sense of a common 
vocation and responsibility in Christis task in the world--one superimposes 
worldly considerations, unacceptable ideological commitments, temporary options 
and even ideas about the church that replace the true one! [Applause] 


Yes, my dear Central American and Nicaraguan brothers: [The unity of the church 
is questioned] whenever a Christian, whatever his condition, prefers any other 
doctrine or ideology to the teachings of the apostles and the church; when we 
turn those doctrines into the criteria for our vocation; when one tries to re- 
interpret, depending on their categories, the catechesis, the religious teach- 
ings, the preaching; when parallel teachings are established. [Applause] 


As I said in my opening speech at the Puebla Conference in 1979, the church's 


dignity is thus weakened, and the exercise of its mission as a sacrament of 
unity for all men is made more difficult. 
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The unity of the church [applause, indistinct shouts] means and demands... 
{interrupted by continued shouting]. Silence. [Applause] [Pope begins sentence 
again} The unity of the church means and demands from us the radical overcoming 
of all these tendencies of dissociation. It means and demands the revision of 
our scale of values. It means and demands that we subject our doctrinal ideas 
and our pastoral projects to the church's teachers, the Pope and the bishops. 
[Applause] This applies too in the field of the church's social teaching, 
drafted by my predecessors and by me. 


No Christian, least of all an individual with a title especially consecrated 
in the church, can become responsible for breaking this unity |[applause, 
indistinct shouts] by acting outside of, or against the will of the bishops, 
whom the Holy Spirit has placed here to guide God's church. [Applause, indis- 
tinct shouts]. 


This is valid in any situation and in any country, without any process of 
development or social improvement undertaken being able to compromise legiti- 
mately a people's religious identity and freedom, the transcendent dimension 
of a human being or the sacred nature of the mission of the church and its 
ministers. [Applause, indistinct shouts, cries of "We want peace!" 


Dear brothers and sisters: Bear clearly in mind that there are cases in which 
unity can be saved only when each one is capable of giving up his own ideas, 
plans and commitments, which may even be [word indistinct ]--especially if they 
lack the necessary church reference--on behalf of the higher good of communion 
with the bishop, with the Pope and with the entire church. [Applause] 





As I stated in my letter to your bishops, a divided church will not be able to 

11 its mission as a sacrament, that is, as symbol and instrument of unity 
in the country. 1 therefore warned against the absurdity and danger of imagin- 
ing another church, conceived only as charism -ic, [applause] not institutional, 
[applause] standing beside--not to say against--the church constructed around 
the bishop. This church would be new, nontraditional, alternative and--as 
proclaimed lately--a people's church. [Applause, indistinct shouts] 


fulfi 


Today I wish to reaffirm these words here, in front of you: the church must 
remain united in order to be able to counteract the various direct or indirect 
forms of materialism that its mission finds throughout the world. It must 


remain united in order to announce the true message of the Gospel, according 
tradition and the teachings. It must be free of distortions derived from 


inv human ideology or political program. [Applause, indistinct shouts] 

(he Eucharist is not celebrated without the bishop or the legitimate minister, 
that is, the priest, who in his dioces is the bishop. He is the innate presi- 
dent of a eucharistic celebration worthy of that name. It is celebrated proper- 


ly when this ecclesiastical reference is either lost or perverted because the 
Liturgical structure of the celebration, as established by my predecessors and 
by me, is not respected. [Sentence as heard] The Eucharist placed at the ser- 
vice of one's own ideas and opinions, or of purposes alien to itself, is no 
longer a Eucharist of the church; it is no longer a Eucharist of the church. 
[Shouts of "people's power!"] Instead of uniting, this Eucharist divides. 


Cou; 














COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


WHEELOCK CRITICISM OF U.S.--Moscow--The position of Washington and its war- 
mongering and threatening policy are the main obstacles to the paths of 
development of Nicaragua, Jaime Wheelock, commander of the revolution and 
minister of agricultural development and agrarian reform, told a Soviet 
Magazine. The Sandinist leader stressed that the United States specifically 
is organizing the aggression against Nicaragua, leaning on such allies as the 
Honduran military and the reactionary forces of other countries of Latin 
America. Commander Jaime Wheelock added that Latin American solidarity is 
especially important now that there is so much bloodshed in El Salvador and 
human rights are violated in Guatemala and Honduras. [Text] [PA041840 
Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0300 GMT 4 Mar 83] 





NEW POSTAL SERVICE--The Matagalpa-Puerto Cabezas postal route was inaugurated 
last Tuesday, allowing the delivery of letters and packages posted between 
these two departmental capitals. The route also covers the settlements of 
(Wasminona), (Sasa), Waslala, Sumubila, Siuna and Rosita. Two mobile units 
will cover the route in a matter of hours. [PA020417 Managua Domestic Service 


in Spanish 0300 GMT 1 Mar 83] 


NEWSMEN'S ASSOCIATION--In its 15 February session, the Association of Newsmen 
of Nicaragua reorganized its board of directors as follows: Chairman, Pablo 
Antonio Cuadra; deputy chairman, Cesar Vivas Rojas; executive secretary, Julio 
C. Armas; sergeant at arms, Roger Leon Carranza; international relations 
secretary, Raul Arana Selva; treasurer, Francisco Rivas Q. In addition, Mario 
Diaz and Augusto Morales make up the vigilance committee. [PA252018 Managua 


LA PRENSA in Spanish 17 Feb 83 p 14] 


CUBAN HOME APPLIANCES--Cuban-made home electrical appliances will be put on 
sale in Nicaragua in the next few months. Training courses are being given 

to repairmen to service these products, which will be sold for less than those 
imported from the United States and other industrialized countries. [PA262353 
Managua EL NUEVO DIARIO in Spanish 16 Feb 83 p 3 (Supplement No 4) ] 


INTERIOR MINISTRY PROMOTIONS--As of this week, lst Lt Alicia Chacon will be 

the new Interior Ministry publicity and press chief. She is replacing Cpt 
Fatima Aviles, who has been transferred to another office. It has also been 
announced that Maria Elena Artola, Interior Ministry assistant public relations 
chief, has been promoted to the rank of 2d lieutenant. [PA271956 Managua LA 


PRENSA in Spanish 19 Feb 83 p 4] 
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FRAMPO MANIFESTO DENOUNCES TREATY 'VIOLATIONS' 
PA121247 Panama City MATUTINO in Spanish 7 Feb 83 p 9B 


["Manifesto to the Nation" released by the Popular Broad Front in Panama City 
on 6 February] 


[Text] Panamanians: 


More than 1,000 national leaders of the Popular Broad Front Party, FRAMPO, 
have met to analyze the national political reality. They expressed their un- 
swerving decision to continue fighting alongside the Panamanian people to 
achieve their most cherished social and political demands. 


FRAMPO maintains its position as an eminently democratic and pluralist party. 
It will therefore continue struggling to guarantee and deepen the democrat- 
ization process in this country so that the triumphs of recent years can be 
maintained and developed until they are perfected at all levels of the na- 
tional life. 


There is not the slightest doubt as to the need for FRAMPO's existence as a 
political alternative for the thousands of men and women in the country's 


rural and urban areas. 


FRAMPO presents itself united for the electoral battle, and each FRAMPO mem- 
ber will enter a trench in accordance with the political situation in order 
to achieve a political victory in 1984. 


' was one of the staunchest advocates during the dramatic years of the 

setucwie tor the Torrijos-Carter treaties, because it deemed such treaties 
a significant advance in the Panamanian people's historical struggle for the 
total recovery of our sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Canal Zone. Con- 
sequently, we firmly denounce the constant violations of the Torrijos-Carter 
treaties by the Americans, and we urge the entire nation to remain vigilant 
so as to guarantee compliance with the treaties. FRAMPO supports the strug- 
gle for the definitive elimination of the salary discrimination imposed on 
Panamanian workers in the Canal area because it is unfair and constitutes a 
violation of the Torrijos-Carter treaties. 








FRAMPO keeps the Torrijoist ideology alive and reaffirms its unyielding 
position that the property returned in the canal area should be used as 
collectively as possible. 


FRAMPO is deeply concerned over rising poverty among the popular sectors and 
over the deterioration of the purchasing power of our country's thousands of 
men and women, 


Consequently, FRAMPO demands payment of the second portion of the 13th- 
month wage. FRAMPO also deems it necessary to strengthen the state enter- 
prises because they employ thousands of Panamanians. 


Our party also supports the banana companies’ thousands of workers who today 
face the intransigent stand of the U.S. international concern. 


In the field of education, FRAMPO must point out the fact that at present 
Panama does not have a national educational system. 


As a result, FRAMPO urges the National Education Coordinating Committee to 
complete the system on which it has been working for 3 long years. The 
people will accept no more excuses regarding this matter. 


FRAMPO was the first political party to point out seriously and responsibly 
the need to amend the national Constitution. Today, the facts confirm 
FRAMPO's foresignt. 


Consequently, we will support these amendments, which will reflect the con- 
sensus of the political forces that make up the National Constitutional Amend- 
ments Commission, where FRAMPO is represented. 


FRAMPO favors the model of a social democratic society structured on the basis 
of a just distribution of wealth and with a social security system that guar- 
antees the best living conditions to the masses, all of this within the 
framework of a free and democratic society. 


In the international arena, FRAMPO is in favor of all those struggling for 
their independence and national liberation. We support the heroic effort of 
those struggling to release themselves from the chains of oppression and ex- 


ploitation. 


A /new/ [slantlines denote uppercase as published] FRAMPO will see the light 
this year. A FRAMPO willing to fight in all fields alongside its people. A 
FRAMPO willing to defend the right of all Panamanians to live in peace and 
with decorum. 


A FRAMPO ready for political combat. 


FRAMPO urges its members to close ranks around the presidential candidate pro- 
posed by the party and to remain united until we achieve victory in the 1984 


elections. 
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PRD LEADER PAREDES ON GUARD CHIEF'S LETTER 
PA231800 Panama City Radio Exitosa in Spanish 1100 GMT 23 Feb 83 


{"Domplin's Gunboat" talkshow with Andres "Domplin" Vega, Jose "Pepe'' Zamora, 
Ronnie Sierra and guest Rigoberto Paredes, secretary general of the Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary Party--live] 


{Excerpts] [Paredes] Concerning General Paredes' letter to Ambassador Briggs, 
I must say the following, Zamora, Complin, Ronnie, Panamanian people: We are 
not viewing this topic as a confrontation between two countries, this should 

be very clear: Panama is not declaring war on the United States. Neither 

is General Paredes' letter intended this way. The thing is that once certain 
incidents occurred, and General Paredes decided to write his letter to voice 
disapproval of something that he regarded as harmful to the homeland's dignity, 
the U.S. Embassy--and I understand that it was the embassy, not the ambassador-- 
issued a communique providing certain explanations. These explanations by 

the embassy merely confirm what General Paredes said in his letter. After 

the U.S. Embassy released its communique, the national guard issued a bulletin 
confirming and expanding on this issue and providing additional details and 
explanations to uphold the charge that General Paredes made in his letter. 

That is how things currently stand. 


Things may be allowed to rest there. We are really not building this case 
into a homeland-or-death issue. 


pinbabaaiae pak Zamora--and I address you because you asked me the question-- 
wrat has happened, and I say this sadlv, is that certain officials of the so- 
ealbed opposition--and I say so-called because I have now discovered that they 


oppose something very specific: They oppose nationalism, dignity and our 
people's most cherished interests. [sentence as heard] 


The spokesmen of those parties met with Ambassador Kirkpatrick. At that meet- 
ing they demonstrated once again that they are more interested in election- 

ng activities and positions than in nationalistic rectitude. They proved 
that they are more interested in ephemeral, materialistic and perhaps economic 
advantages, and they went to request intervention in our country. 








An authentic Panamanist party representative was present at that meeting. 
With the Christian Democratic Party [PDC], the Liberal Party, MOLIRENA 
{Nationalist Liberal Republican Movement] and other parties I don't remember 
right now, they went to openly request: Hey, help us, intervene in Panama, 
draft a new Constitution for us, give us freedom, give us a government, do 
not let so-and-so become a presidential candidate. 


Desperation should not lead a man to betray his country. The people are 
calling them--they don't want this repeated--but the people are calling them 
traitors to the homeland. The people know. Look, Zamora, after the publi- 
cation of General Paredes' letter, which the people are calling the dignity 
letter, it has been ennobling to see and hear certain people in the opposi- 
tion come out in defense of General Paredes" honorable stand, especially in 
view of the fact that other bad Panamanians have rushed to attack it, merely 
thinking that they might obtain some political advantage. 


When the Torrijos-Carter treaty--with all the defects it included--was 
presented to the country, the people felt that it was the path toward final 
independence and full sovereignty. According to the democratic plebiscite 
held, two out of every three Panamanians said: We do want this treaty, the 
treaty that will lead us toward the year 2000, when no intervention will be 
possible, when no foreign troops will be present here, etc. So it is really 
the people, I wouldn't even mention General Paredes any more because, in 
symbiosis with the people it has become the dignity letter. This is how it 
is being called: the dignity letter. 


Wallowing in desperation, this gentlemen [PDC leader] Arias Calderon has gone 
to Chiriqui. I will tell you why he went to Chiriqui to speak: because the 
people of Chiriqui reportedly fear the possibility of any confrontation with 
the United States. Arias Calderon has gone there unjustly and unpatriot- 
ically--I might even add that Arias Calderon's action is impolitic, because 
it is an effort to give this problem a dimension it does not have. 


He is trying to present this problem as if it were a confrontation between 
Panama and the United States. Not even during the days of the Torrijos- 
Carter treaties was there such a confrontation. Torrijos handled the situ- 
ation like a master. Torrijos managed to recover Panama's rights and reason 
peacefully without any nation-to-nation confrontation. 


I say: Don't allow yourselves to be deceived. Read the dignity letter. It 


~ 


clearly explains itself. 


The letter itself explains that General Paredes' stance is neith r aggressive 
nor characterized by struggle or ill will against the American people. On the 
contrary, the letter acknowledges the stands adopted by other Americans in 
similar situations; it acknowledges their conduct toward the military com- 
mands, the barracks and the institutions. 


Therefore, people of the interior, there is no real reason for alarm, since 
there is no confrontation. There is no relationship between the letter and 
the alleged kidnapping [of Iranian heir Yazdani]. It has already been shown 








that there was no such thing, despite what certain media here have tried to 
assert, suggesting that money was involved, etc. All that has been completely 


disproved. 


[Vega] I would like to review General Paredes' letter in more detail and 

to connect it with the opposition newspaper LA PRENSA's banner headline to- 
day. The headline reads: The United States Will Not Tolerate Marxist Sub- 
version in Central America. That is the intelligent aspect in Paredes' let- 
ter, and I have been telling the people: Don't view the letter either 
ideologically or politically. View it with common sense. 


I will read two paragraphs from Reagan's statement, on how he views Panama's 
role in the Central American problem and what position he wants Panama to 
adopt. He does not say this directly, but he hints at it very clearly. 
Panama has said--General Paredes has said, in his speech on the 3lst, General 
Paredes said that real power lies with the national guard and that we are 
headed for a democracy in which he would be the power outside the presidency. 


So I wonder, why are we such dreamers sometimes? Now we want to pretend that 
the general should not have sent the letter. But, he rules this country. I 
don't want to diminish the president's importance, but Paredes did say it: 
Real power lies with the national guard. He said it. And even before he 
Said it, everybody in this country knew that power was in the hands of 
Torrijos, who was the national guard commander. 


I will read Reagan's statement: U.S. President Ronald Reagan--and this is in 
the opposition newspaper LA PRENSA--has said that if his country is faced 

with a special threat in Central America, where our own security--U.S. 

security is above our national security as far as the United States is con- 
cerned. They are not really interested in our security. They are interested 
in their own security. They do well, for we are concerned over our own 
security. This is why I believe in General Paredes’ letter, because we are 
talking about our own security and the role they want us to play in the Central 
American problem, 


Reagan goes on: ...A special threat in Central America, where our own na- 
tional security is endangered. He added that the United States cannot allow 
and will not allow terrorism or Marxist subversion to triumph in this area. 
Now hear this: Central America is too close to us and our strategic inter- 
est--pay close attention to this--in the Caribbean Sea Lanes and in the Panama 
Canal is too big for us not to ignore reality. 


Regardless of what the PRD [Democratic Revolutionary Party], MOLIRENA or the 
PDC think, I will have to agree that had I known, I would have denounced it 


myself. I agree with the charge. 


(?Are we) going to take advantage of this situation to hit the gringos? Are 
we going to take advantage of this situation to beat on each other politically? 
That is exactly what the charge is about. It is clear that that is exactly 
what we should not do. That is the game we should (?not) play. We are not 
fightine with the United States, but telling am ambassador: What what you are 


ici 








going to do here. What do you want Panama to do? Do you want it to engage 
in a bloodbath in order to protect U.S. interests? It's very easy, then. 

Who is currently affecting U.S. interests? Moscow. So make the gringos 
fight Moscow. But don't pit my son against a Panamanian or different ideol- 
ogy or dress this country in mourning. Don't pit us against Central America. 


The people should not think now that we are enemies of the gringos or that 
we favor the Russians. What we want is for there to be bread and peace here. 
I don't want to have to bury my son. 


[Paredes] Domplin, your position is extraordinary and I congratulate you. 
That is what you have been proclaiming and doing here--you, Zamora and 

Ronnie. This is not ar. ideological problem. It is nct, it can't be. But 
what is the matter, Domplin? Sometimes we act naively. When a situation such 
as this one—to which you have given the proper dimension--occurs, if a 
Panamanian communist or Marxist grasps the situation and patriotically goes 
out--since communists are Panamanians and have every right to be patriots 
too--if, as I was saying, a communist goes out patriotically to defend a 
cause, those not concerned with the national interest or the national secur- 
ity but with their own selfish electoral interest, come out saying: Oh, but 
those are communists. The cause then becomes evil because the one defending 
it is a communist. That is not the way to view things. This is a demagoguery. 
This the maximum expression of what is known as demagoguery. 


[Zamora] I disagree with Domplin's stance. I think this problem is strictly 
ideological in nature, it is not even a political problem. When I read that 
in a lengthy and detailed defense of his foreign policy, the U.S. president 
said that he had placed the United States on a new road to peace--and this 
part about the new road to peace is placed between quotes--I wonder if this 
new road to peace means that the U.S. ambassadors in Latin America have to 
tell us Latin Americans what to do and how to do it. 


I want this country to head for democracy, but not a democracy imposed by the 
force of weapons. I don’t want General Paredes imposed as president, or 
{Panamenist leader] Arnulfo Arias or Arias Calderon either, for that matter. 
I don't want anybody imposed. 


For instance, when the elections were held in Costa Rica, the United States 
helped in the votecounting process, in the electoral process, etc., so that 
the results of the elections could be learned quickly. I think that is a good 
way to aid a country. 


When I see a U.S. ambassador meeting with the opposition leaders, I find that 
very interesting. Wien he meets with the national guard commanders, I find 
that very interesting. When he meets with the president of the republic, 
that's marvelous. After all, we are friendly countries [words indistinct]. 


But when that same ambassador seeks to meet with the troop leaders, where the 
real power lies--for the real power behind the power lies with the barrack 
commanders, who have the men--and one is familiar with the U.S. tradition of 


defending U.S. interest first, second, third, [words indistinct] fourth, 
fifth and sixth. [Words indistinct] in the West, placing ahead the inter- 
ests of its most powerful friends--as was the case involving England and 
Argentina, where the United States placed its NATO interests ahead of the 
interests of the Inter-American Reciprocal Assistance Treaty--then my con- 
cern, and what I view as the value of this letter, is that I don't want this 
new road to peace so the United States can again become a world leader--be- 
cause the way I understand it, under Carter the United States ceased to be a 
world leader--to mean that the U.S. ambassadors will be telling us how to 
achieve our democracy. 


This would mean that at a given moment, craving power at any cost, or for 
fear of the communists, the country might be turned over to some power, 
whichever it might be, so it could decide how to conduct Panamanian politics 
and how to achieve democracy here. 


So what does one notice when General Paredes' letter (?is mentioned)? Oh, 

so the gringos will now be telling us how to achieve our democracy. Have 
they thought about alternatives, or are they thinking in terms of a democracy 
or of figures that would respond to their interests in the face of fear of 
international communism or of the Central American situation? Are we 
Panamanians unable to maintain this country in peace and lead it toward 


democrc7y? Do we need U.S. intervention? 


[Sierra] Here is Olimpo [Popular Nationalist party leader Olimpo Saez]. He 
attended the meeting with Kirkpatrick. Hello, Olimpo, you are now on the 

air. We will ask you to be brief, please. Concerning this meeting, there 

has been much speculation that the opposition parties--and you are a member 

of an opposition party--practically went on your knees’ to see Mrs Kirkpatrick 
to request an intervention? Is this correct? Hello? 


[Saez] Hello? 


r 


fSierra} You are now on the air. 


[Saez] Okay. Good morning, "Gunboat" friends. The answer to your very 

direct question should be similarly direct and sincere, from someone who has 

always said on these very microphones that we politicians should be honest 
nd sincere with the people. 


[ must say that the PNP has maintained a firm stand on the negative U.S. 
policy coward Latin America over the past 50 years. Several of my col- 
leagues--whom IT need not mention here because they should be brave enough to 
do it themselves--did not conduct themselves with dignity. They should have 
behaved in front of Mrs Kirkpatrick. I think that this left much to be de- 
stred on the part of the opposition group that met with the ambassador. I 
think she behaved more arrogantly because of their stand. 


Very honestly, Kirkpatrick and the ambassador were practically asked to pre- 
vent Paredes’ candidacy. They told them that he should not be a candidate 
here, that they should take his uniform away, and that he should not be 














received in the Pentagon because he represents a dictatorship. Both Kirk- 
patrick and Briggs were asked to encourage the country's democratization. 
I must very honestly say that Arias Calderon, [MOLIRENA leader) Mario 
Galindo and I myself maintained clear and upright positions concerning 

tr s specific problem about the country's democratization. A dignified 
and radical tone was maintained regarding the negative U.S. policy toward 
Panama and Latin America in general. 


Since one must be honest, I must say that at the meeting I charged that the 
negative U.S. policy toward Latin America had been so inauspicious that the 
continent was burning on its four corners. But I also said that the U.S. 
Government had spent the last 14 years sponsoring the military dictatorship 
here in Panama because it was interested in the Torrijos-Carter treaty. 

IN this regard there was also the complicity of the United States, which 
provided millions, as well as political support all over the country. This 
is what [former U.S. Ambassador] Ambler Moss did, he went everywhere and 
attended the cockfights everywhere in this country. I said this clearly. 


It is also true--because one must say these things in a loud voice--that 
Kirkpatrick arrogantly and haughtily said at one point that she, a former 
university professor of political science, could draft a Constitution for us. 
At that point, I told her that we had not gone there to request any Constitu- 
tion because we would draft it ourselves. Galindo also told her that. 


This is the truth. This is what happened at the meeting. I don't think 
this was a good meeting for either the opposition or the country. We left 
much to be desired during this meeting. This is the honest truth. 


Since this has already been disclosed and was reported in bits and pieces 
and since you asked me the question, I must be honest with the Panamanian 
people, the Popular Nationalist Party members and the public in general. 
This is more or less what happened in the meeting with Kirkpatrick: 


The ambassador invited us so that she could receive the opposition parties' 
views on the Central American situation. The meeting did not end with that 
subject. The members of the parties that were there raised domestic issues 
instead of discussing other subjects; we touched on everyday local subjects. 
In my view, our attitude was lamentable. I say this with honesty even though 
some political friends might think that I'm spilling the beans here but I 
think that with all honesty I have replied to your question. 


[Unidentified speaker] Thank you, Olimpo. I'm glad that I'm your friend 
because I think that party issues are one thing and those of the homeland 
are another. Thank you, Olimpo. 


[?Vega] I would like to make an observation to the Panamanian people. It 

deals with the fact that Kirkpatrick came to tell us what kind of Constitu- 
tion we should have. She had the nerve to do this. We had the experience 

with the treaty that no Panamanian signed and now we were going to have the 
Constitution that no Panamanian drafted. And then there's talk of dignity; 
no, please, we must stand firm here. 











[Unidentified speaker] This makes me think that if Mrs Kirkpatrick wanted 
to draft a constitution, Mr Briggs wants to tell the garrison commanders how 


to run the garrisons. 


{?Zamora] We have to be careful about this. If this is part of the U.S. 
foreign policy and if we Panamanians want to grin and bear it as my friend 
Ahumada would say--and I don’t think anyone wants to grin and bear it--I 
think we have to mature. We are not enemies of the United States. We are 
partners with the United States in one of the most important enterprises 

of the world: the Panama Canal which is vital for the U.S. interests. But 
it is not vital for our strategic interests because we have no enemies. 
However, we are committed. One thing is to have a common interest but we 
have to live our own lives without the intervention of any power, of course, 
of any power. We have to live with our local communists, our local fascists, 
our local rightwingers, our local social democrats, our local Christian 
democrats, our local PRD members. This is our own problem and we have to 
resolve it intelligently. There are enough Panamanians to do this. Since 
we are just a few Panamanians we can resolve our differences. 
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REAGAN STATEMENT ON CENTRAL AMERICA MOCKED 
PA231815 Panama City MIA Network in Spanish 1500 GMT 23 Feb 83 
[From the "'Today Radio Newscast" commentary program by Mario J. De Obaldia] 


[Excerpts] Here is a very interesting Washington-datelined report. U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan has said that his country is facing a special threat 

in Central America, where our own national security is threatened. He added 
that the United States cannot permit and will not permit terrorism and Marxist 
subversion to triumph in these regions. I do not know if Mr Reagan thinks he 
is still making movies or what. He says that the United States cannot permit 
and will not permit terrorism and Marxist subversion to triumph in Central 
America. But he already permitted it. He not only permitted it, but sponsored 


it. 


Of course, he was not the one, it was Carter who got the communist guerrillas 
in power in Nicaragua, and all the terrorism and Marxist subversion stems 
specifically from Nicaragua. And now Reagan says they cannot permit it. 

This is like when General Peredes said here that he will not permit communism 
to enter Panama. It is not a question of permitting it to enter, but of see- 
ing how they get it out. Now Reagan, imitating Paredes, says that the United 
States cannot permit terrorism and Marxist subversion to triumph. If they al- 
ready have, they already own all this region. 


Reagan said that the United States will not leave its friends in Central 
America in the lurch. And he said he is convinced that legitimate political 
power can only be achieved through free elections. What a gringo, what a 
gringo. They will not leave their friends of Central America in the lurch. 
When Mr Reagan and his friends wake up from their opium dream, there will not 
be a friend left in Central America, because they will all be exiled or dead 
or in prison. They will not leave their friends in the lurch. For 3 and 
1/2 years their friends of Central America have been in the lurch, and the 
gringos look and observe and promise and they are like those dogs that bark 
but do not bite. And they make all sorts of statements, one after another. 


And it is not that the Nicaraguans are awaiting assistance from the North 
Americans. What the Nicaraguans are waiting for is that the North Americans 
not go against them when they try to put an end to the communists. Because 
that is one of the fears the Nicaraguan counterrevolutionaries have: that 








the day that the Nicaraguans return to wage a counterrevolution and to re- 
cover their territory, the gringos not only will not help them, but will go 
against them, saying that they want peace in Central America. 


That 1s the question of the attitude of the North Americans, who are creating 
for themselves the resentment, hate and antipathy of the democratic groups of 
Central America. See how the United States got the communist guerrillas in 
power in Nicaragua. And now they are opposed to the true Nicaraguan demo- 
crats’ returning to recover their territory. And they make statements that 
they will not permit, that they will try not to leave their friends in the 
lurch, when they have been in the lurch for more than 3 and 1/2 years and 
they have not even [changes thought].... I am absolutely convinced that if 
there was in Nicaragua a communist force one-fifth the size of the democratic 
force, the Soviets would already have sent everything through Cuba, as they 
are doing in El Salvador. Who does Mr Reagan think is waging the revolution 
in El Salvador? 


The revolution is being conducted through Nicaragua, from where all the arms, 
all the aid, all the money, all the mercenaries, and everything that the 
Salvadoran guerrillas want are sent. It is aid sent by Russia through Cuba 
and through other countries, which I do not want to mention, where Iranian 

il)iosaires are kidnapped, and all sorts of things. Reagan says: We face 
a special threat in Central America in which our own national security is 
threatened. And what has he done to confront this threat, to counter that 
threat. The only thing he has done is make speeches, that is all. And then 
give out drops of aid here and a little bit there. 


But in the meantime, the Soviets, through Cuba and through Nicaragua, are 
sending millions of balboas, millions of doilars’ in military, logistical, and 
economic assistance. There is no need for so many speeches. I do not know 
hat Mr Reagan is waiting for to really convert into reality all these threats 
and all these promises. 


e goes on: We must make sure that the governments of El Salvador and other 
entral American countries can defend themselves from the Marxist guerrillas 
vho receive arms, training, and money through Cuba, and Nicaragua. See that, 
e already knows it, he already knows that they receive arms, training, and 


money through Cuba and Nicaragua. And what has he done to prevent this? He 
is only made speeches. Mr Reagan is not faring well. I sincerely say that 
ican reached power in Nicaragua [corrects himself], in the United 

tates and vave his inaugural speech, I thought that democracy was really 
ir zet a push, not that it would be imposed, because it cannot be im- 


therwise ic would cease to be a democracy, it would be a dictatorship. 


lemocracy has to triumph through conviction, through honest processes. But 
thought that Mr Reagan was going to do something 3 years and several months 
go. Now elections are approaching again and perhaps there will be another 
"Nangara’ [communist] president and we will be worse off than before, than 
when Carter was in power. Therefore, we are tired of reading the same thing, 
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They say that the dog that barks does not bite. We did not want to believe it 
when Mr Reagan reached power in the United States. But I think that in the 
long run we will have to realize that that is one of the wisest sayings ever 
invented by the peoples. Then Mr Reagan concludes: And let there be no 
mistake, we will never abandon our friends and we wiil never abandon our con- 
viction that legitimate power can only be secured through competition in the 
ballot boxes, in free, open, and orderly elections. We will never abandon 
our friends. 


Then what does that make us? Are we their enemies? I think that the best 
deal in the world is to declare oneself enemy of the gringos. Because the 
minute you do so, automatically the Yankees start to treat you with kid 
gloves, trying to see how they can become your friends, but when they think 
they have you, as they say "for granted" [in English] that you are their 
friend like it or not, then they kick you and toss you into the garbage bin. 
And that is the sad reality of Central American democracy. 


Secretary Enders says: For 4 or 5 years we will be fighting in the Canal 
and at the Mexican border. Well, I think that this prediction was not found 
in a crystal ball. I think that this is a prediction that was made ina 
calculated, logical manner. But with the attitude of the North Americans 
regarding their democratic friends in Central America, I would say that not 
in 4 or 5 years, but by the end of the year if I am not wrong, we will be 
fighting in the Canal and at the Mexican border and the communists are also 
going to take over all the United States as well. Why, because with friends 
like these, who needs enemies? 
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PANAMA 


EX-FOREIGN MINISTER SEES ‘INSTITUTIONAL BREAKDOWN' 
PAOQ11855 Panama City Circuito RPC Television in Spanish 0300 GMT 1 Mar 83 


[Mayin Correa's "Special Edition" program, with former Panamanian foreign min- 
ister, Carlos Lopez Guevara and Diogenes De La Rosa, former Panama Canal 
treaty negotiator--live] 


[Text] [Correa] [Monitored in progress] Many of us Panamanians feel that 
there is great political tension in the country. There seems to be much con- 
cern about some real issues, as well as some issues that maybe we imagine as 
a result of this uncertainty, so I thought it was important for us to have on 
this Monday night a discussion of a political nature with persons who are 
political experts and observers, so they could discuss and enlighten us on 
the country’s political situation. I think that listeners will find it in- 
teresting to participate and listen to these two distinguished citizens out- 
line their views and concerns and enlighten us on these times, which in my 
opinion are very difficult. In such uncertain times it is of help to us to 
discuss these issues and feel certain about the country's immediate political 
future. I invite you to join us and participate with us and these two dis- 
tinguished politicians in this conversation about current political issues. 


[De La Rosa] One need not be a keen observer but simply have one's eyes and 
ears open to detect what we could describe as the voice of the community, 
which one can hear as one leaves his home and greets a friend, when one takes 
a bus to go somewhere, in the supermarket, outside a moviehouse or anywhere 
that Panama's society voices its views. The first thing one notices is a 
situation involving a sort of bewilderment over the incredible events taking 
lace. Such events have never before taken place in the history of our re- 
public, and this causes concern, a feeling of uncertainty. The people ask 
themselves what will happen. When an entire society, particularly a national 
society, asks this question--and I think that all of us Panamanians are ask- 
ing it at this moment--it is because there is a serious crisis requiring a 
solution. A future of decay or of revamping of the substantive elements of 
our nationality may come out of this crisis. This is the way I see the 
country’s situation, in a very general way. What does Dr Lopez Guevara 


think? 


[Lopez Guevara] As you well said, Mayin, the country is tense and emotionally 
shaken by the many developments that have taken place in rapid succession and 











with great intensity. There is actually an institutional breakdown in Panama. 
This is what we are experiencing. Our national Constitution very clearly 
States that the president of the republic has the power, duty and right to 
direct our foreign policy. But what is happening? Foreign policy decision 
are not being made today at the presidency of the republic. They are being 
announced to the country through the commander [of the national guard], 
through General Paredes. 


I do not know if there is any coordination between the presidential house 
and the commander's office. I don't know about that. But one thing is in- 
deed certain, and it is that the country is sporadically shaken by statements 
from General Paredes that have a real impact on the country and our foreign 
relations. 


Here lies the reason for the Constitutional reforms that are fortunately be- 
ing analyzed by very knowledgeable people. I wish the citizens would partici- 
pate more in this. The center of power must be taken back where it belongs, 
i.e., the hands of a duly elected president. In other words, the sovereign 
people, exercising this people's sovereignty, must now express their will 
through honest elections. An end must be brought to this kind of commotion, 
to these many shocking events that reveal a lack of stability in our institu- 
tions. Naturally, our people feel it, and all of us should reach a national 
pact to work for the future and salvage our nationality. 


[Correa] Sir, allow me to interrupt. In the first place, you mention the 
current Constitution. Allow me to say about your statements regarding foreign 
relations that it is in Article 138 that the Constitution stipulates the 
functions of the president, like directing Panama's foreign relations and so 
forth. And you said that the president of the republic is not directing our 
foreign relations according to the Constitution. Obviously, he is not. This 
is what I call a violation of the Constitution, and you have said that for 
this reason it is necessary to work on the reforms to the Constitution. 


I immediately remembered the statements that were made by Dr Dulio Arroyo 
[lawyer and former dean of Panama University Law School] during a lecture 
{words indistinct]. Unfortunately, I have never been able to get Dr Arroyo 
to appear on this program. I invite him every year, but he never accepts 
he invitation. I really regret it because I admire him very much. 


During the lecture at Apede [Panamanian business executives association] Dr 
Arroyo asked: Who said that the Constitutional reforms are going to solve 
all of the country's problems? What should be done instead is to start 
thinking about rules to enforce the Constitution, he said. 


I think there is a contradiction in what you said. That is, you said the 
Constitution mandates this, but that it is not being complied with. You then 
said that this is why Constitutional reforms are required. What are Con- 
stitutions good for? You have said it yourself. 


[Lopez Guevara] I will be glad to discuss this, Mayin. What is happening 
now is that the national guard is overstepping its powers. On what basis? 





On the basis of Article 2 [of the Constitution], which actually grants no 
power to the national guard. The national guard cannot derive any power 

from ARticle 2. However, it is doing so in fact, through an accommodating 
interpretation. If that article was really the basis for all of the actions 
being taken by the national guard and its general staff, then General Torrijos 
would not have required Article 277. It would have been useless, or super- 
fluous. 


Article 2 does not make the national guard a state branch or grant it any 
supremacy over the three other government branches. However, the national 
guard's alleged right or power to arrogate functions that do not belong to it 
presumably stems from the tail end of Article 2, which says that the three 
branches operate in coordination with the national guard. That is why things 
must be set out very clearly. It must be noted that the national guard will 
have such functions as national defense and national security and be a profes- 
sional army. Actually, it is already a professional armed institution, and 
it should limit its functions to that. It should allow the president, be he 
a civilian or a military man...{changes thought].... He is the president of 
the republic and he should be in charge--he has always been in charge--of 
this function of directing our foreign relations, without any undermining 
interference of any kind. However, [word indistinct] subordinated... [Correa 
interrupdts | 


[Correa] Let's say it clearly, doctor. The national guard directed our 
foreign relations during the last 14 years through General Torrijos. 


[Lopez Guevara] Well, that is clear. In its Article 277, the Constitution 
of 1972 empowered General Torrijos to direct our foreign relations. 


[Correa] ‘Then it was annulled in 1978. 

{Lopez Guevara] Right. That is why the national guard has continued to 
‘xercise government functions that do not belong to it, on the basis of 
irticle 2. 1 quite agree with Dr De La Rosa and Dr Arroyo, who see no 
special power for the national guard deriving from Article 2. However, what 
is happening is that all of its nonmilitary power, that is, the national 
muard’s impact on the government, stems from an interpretation of Article 2. 
‘Correa! Which no longer exists. 

No. It does exist. Article 2 exists. What does not exist 
Correa] Article is the one that establishes the national guard as one of 
‘ he state Dt inches. 

opez Guevara] No. No. Let's read it. 

[Correa] What one is that? 


Lopez Guevaral (?Let) Dr De La Rosa,../De La Rosa interrupts}. 

















[De La Rosa] Absolutely not, Mayin. Article 2 says nothing like that. It 
reads: Article 2: Public power emanates from the people. It is exercised 
by the government through the distribution of functions fulfilled by the 
executive, legislative and judicial branches, which act in harmonious cooper- 
ation among themselves and with the public force. 


There is nothing here that would raise--as stated by Dr Lopez Guevara, as 
evidenced by Dr Arroyo and as believed by me--the public force, that is, the 
national guard, to the status of a state branch. As Dr Lopez Guevara has 
just said, each one of these branches has its own functions, and one of the 
functions of the president of the republic as representative of the executive 
branch, or as top official of that branch, is that of directing our inter- 
national relations. 


This tail end, as it is called, that says "and with the public force" does 
not elevate the public force to the status of a state branch and much less, 
as Dr Lopez Guevara said, does it grant the public force any supremacy over 
the state branches. Now then, as Dr Lopez Guevara also pointed out, the 
overwhelming presence--to put it mildly--of the national guard in public 
life depends on the guard's characteristics as a power factor which have 
visibly grown quite rapidly in size in the last few years. 


[Correa] (?There are two theses on this matter.) We are talking specifically. 
We must be clear and not digress, People must know what we are talking about. 
Obviously, many of them will know and many will not. We are talking about 

the conflict, about the conflict which has possibly arisen due to the letter 
which General Paredes sent to U.S. Ambassador Briggs, which has created such 
commotion and confusion because, if everything were as stated, it would have 
behooved the president of the republic to lodge such complaint. 


Well, here are the two theses propounded by those who justify the national 
guard's actions in the field of foreign relations. One is that anything is 
valid when the homeland is involved. Who cares about the article, the Con- 
stitution or who should take the action when the homeland's dignity is in- 
volved? Anyone-—you, I and the national guard commander too--can come out to 
defend the homeland. Secondly, nebody has justified the action under the law 
‘as heard]; that is, the commander is a citizen and can send a letter to any- 
one complaining about whatever he wants. These are the justifying theses. 
One, that the homeland's dignity can be defended by any citizen whatsoever, 
regardless of where he is and, two, that he is a citizen and can defend the 
homeland wherever he is and whenever he feels it has been insulted. 


What do vou think of these two theses explaining the national guard's actions 
in the foreign relations area? 


(Lopez Guevara] I brought up the topic of Constitutional reforms. We would 

accomplish nothing by convoking a constituent assembly or undertaking to re- 

form the Constitution if the national guard does not admit that this country 

must have a govenment of law and not of men; that a Constitution is a supreme 
law that must be obeyed. The stability of a nation rests on the predictabil- 
ity of the laws. One must know that whenever the supreme court or any court, 
however low it may be, delivers a ruling it will be obeyed. 











However, we have seen the drafting of a Constitution like that of 1972, whose 
Article 29 says that there will be no expatriation and yet Panamanians have 
been expatriated, deported. The Constitution says that all treaties regard- 
ing the Panama Canal must be subjected to a plebiscite and a ruling was ob- 
tained from the supreme court saying that the treaty of Monteria did not have 
to be subjected to a plebiscite because it was economic in nature. 


Therefore, if there is no willingness, no conscience...[Correa interrupts] 


[Correa] That is why I talked to you about the fact that you advocate Con- 
stitutional reform, I say, as Dr Dulio Arroyo does, that if one does not 
get rules for compliance and the willingness to which you refer, then there 
is no point in making any reforms. 


[Lopez Guevara] It is a question of spirit, of mental attitude, and this 
should begin in grade school or at home, at a very early age. [Our people] 
must know that there is a supreme law that must be obeyed. Otherwise, chaos 
arises and that is what we have now--the conflicts, the discrepancies between 
the national guard and the executive branch; the statements by high-ranking 
officials abroad which run counter to our nation's interests at a time when 
there is an enormous confusion in international finances. 


we wust get our country in order. We must show that we have stability, order 
and a charted course in order to have credibility. 


[Correa] Isn't the foreign policy which the current government has labeled 
nonaligned and third world a charted course? 


{Lopez Guevara! No, because I do not believe in a nonaligned organization 
which is headed by Fidel Castro, who is quite aligned. One can see an es- 
sential and huge contradiction in that, that there is a fallacy in that. 

There is no such policy of nonalignment. Didn't we see just recently that 

the Nicaraguan Democratic Coordinating Board came here and it was not received 
by our government? Didn't we previously receive the Sandinists? So, where 

is the pluralistic policy, or the policy of nonalignment? That is a lie. 


However, returning to the topic, Mayin, because it interests me. This is a 
matter of conscience, or mental attitude. We will accomplish nothing if we 
lraw up a new instrument which is going to be violated, as the present one 

. therefore, we must create awareness within the national guard and 
imong the citizens about the fact that we are drafting an instrument which 
is to be respected and not to be violated. This is fundamental. 


The day the general staff, the national guard, the citizens, the presidency 
and even the lowest official and peasant become aware of the fact that social 
peace depends on obeying that supreme law, this country will have made enor- 
mOuUS progress. 


[Correa] My friends, we will continue our dialogue with Dr Lopez Guevara and 
CD: De La Rosa. But first we must relay the messages from the private firms 


that make our vrogram possible. 








Dr Carlos Lopez Guevara just referred to the awareness all Panamanians must 
have about the existence of laws that must be respected in order to maintain 
political order in the country. Does Dr Le La Rosa wish to add to this? 


(De La Rosa] Yes. A while ago you mentioned Dr Dulio Arroyo's statement 

at the Apede meeting, when he said that the Constitutional amendments were 
not the whole problem; and that is true. Dr Guevara tonight said that there 
is an institutional breakdown. That institutional breakdown in fact stems 
from the nation’s material collapse. It is obvious that the state lacks 

the required resources to maintain the country's advance in view of a fiscal- 
economic crisis that must be solved. It is not that this crisis could not be 
solved with the Constitutional amendments or by other means. I believe, how- 
ever, that the solution of this national collapse should be tackled jointly 
with the institutional breakdown so brilliantly exposed here tonight by Dr 
Lopez Guevara. 


We have a national debt of nearly $4 billion, which at this moment cannot be 
paid. The Panamanian economy is distorted by a wealthy financial sector, 
which can be observed in the constructions in the Paitilla area, while our 
agriculture remains at a standstill and the industrial sector is constantly 
stumbling over permanent conflicts with the labor organizations, and while we 
face the imminent withdrawal of one of the activities that generates the most 
jobs in the country--the United Brands Company. These two problems coincide 
with each other. Thus, I believe that the economic problem is the basis of 
the institutional breakdown; at least that is the way I look at it. 


[Correa] We have talked about Constitutional amendments being discussed by a 
commission appointed by the executive branch, which I view with some skeptic- 
ism, primarily because this commission was named by the executive branch and 
the national guard. General Paredes, with the executive branch and the chief 
of staff, met with the representatives at the presidency to request full 
powers to appoint the commission. 


Now, the official party supporting the national guard and the executive will 
join the representatives of the Corregimiento Assembly for a demonstration on 
ll March to oppose the amendments. Not all political parties are participat- 
ing in the commission. There is the uncertainty of an executive branch short 
of power. Thus, I cannot see them, as Dr Lopez Guevara does, as a solution. 

[ see them with much more pessimism. On the other hand, both of you in another 
forum proposed a national unity that to me is growing further and further away. 


The latest events show a clear division between the government and the opposi- 
tion; that is, the government on one side, and the opposition on the other. 
This was broadly exposed on the streets, at meetings, on television, in com- 
muniques and so forth. Please clear this up for me. 


(De La Rosa} You have brought up the point I was expecting you to mention. 
The economic and political crises, which we are trying to solve through the 
Constitutional amendments, and the institutional breakdown to which Dr Lopez 
Guevara referred can only be settled through national unity, not with the 
interests of each small faction of the political parties dividing up the 











country politically among themselves, in search of power, but nationally, 
which is something quite different. The solutions must stem from an act of 
contrition by all Panamanians, whereby we admit that one way or another we 
are all responsible for the present situation, not to sanction anyone or 
engage in a political debate, but merely to face reality. There are solu- 
tions that could be tried out, perhaps successfully. We are united in want- 
ing such solutions without considering the interests of one or another party; 
otherwise, there would be no solution possible. 


I believe that if we can all look inside ourselves we can set aside the politi- 
cal problem to tackle the true national problem; we can set aside the problem 
that concerns political interests and face the problem that concerns national 
interests, which means all of us, because a political interest is always a 

much smaller part of the national interest. 


Thenk let us proceed to draft a national recovery plan which can be done with 
the cooperation and contribution of everyone truly concerned with the nation's 
interests, If we fail in this, then it means that there are sectors who, 
supposedly speaking in the name of the people, of the Constitution, and the 
homeland, are actually trying to serve their own selfish interests. 


[Correa] We could refer here to the case of Costa Rica, which is coming 

out of the hole, out of the throes of inflation and unemployment. While 
everybody is suffering from bankruptcy, Costa Rica is already talking about 
coming to the surface. How did it achieve this? Through political unity, 
because even the opposition has joined the administration's efforts; even the 
opposition is helping implement the measures adopted. 


(De La Rosa] Allow me to say something before we run out of time. I want to 
say that national agreement should include all aspects, even the political as- 
pect. Your fears that the Constitutional amendments may not become a reality 
are shared by many, including myself. Therefore, I believe in the creation 

of a political pact based on a minimum of amendments on which both sectors-- 
the government and the opposition--agree and thus advance the amendments. lI 
realize the Constitution requires many amendments; but under the circumstances, 
the lack of time and an unfortunate political campaign aiready underway, it is 
difficult to reach total agreement. But we can leave for the near future, the 
solution of the other problems involving institutional readjustments through 

a process of Constitutional reform which at the present time is dangerous to 

| ss because it could further polarize the country between the government 


ind the opposition. 


All this involves the magnitude of the national sentiment which Dr Lopez 
Guevara and myself are trying to impress on the conscience of the national and 


political sectors. 


{Correa} We speak ot unity, and it sounds beautiful because it is encouraging 
to speak of a nation united. However, I still see it too generalized. You 
make it sound easy, but I do not see it that way. I cannot conceive, for 


instance, how the opposition parties, made up of groups still resentful 
because of their recent exile, could be willing to yield ground. Neither do 

















I see this willingness on the part of groups on the other side who, with or 
without justification, are being accused of squandering public funds; mem- 
bers of some parties are accused of embezzlement and other crimes. I cannot 
see the possibility for such a unity of all those persons under such condi- 
tions. You are the experts, of course; therefore, you may have an idea how 
this can be achieved? 


[De La Rosa] Mayin, we must not be so deeply distrustful of our people's 
ability to understand national problems, which are permanent and whose under- 
standing is vital to the present and fugure generations. In the past we have 
had moments of national unity. You will remember Colonel Remon--a general 
posthumously. He reached the presidency in the midst of a deep political 
division in the country, but when he brought up the problem of a revision of 
the 1903 Canal Treaty, he called on his political opponenets, including Dr 
Ricardo J. Alfaro and Dr Harmodio Arias. Remon sat down with them and they 
all considered national aspects of the problem. There was national unity in 
the negotiations of a new treaty under the leadership of General Torrijos. 
The entire country supported him; there were no dissidents. 


[Correa] Well, Dr De La Rosa, the Canal issue is exhausted. 


{De La Rosa] Wait a minute, Mayin. The problem of the Canal is not exhausted. 
In fact, it is very much alive in a way very different and more serious in the 
future of the country. The Panamanian people must also become aware of this, 
of what a sea-level canal means, which is not a solution--perhaps in some 
way--but it brings up problems we thought we had overcome, but which will 

arise again, 


I am trying to say that the national awareness that determined those two 
moments of unity should be brought up before the present problem. And re- 
ferring to resentments, the country's situation will not permit anyone's 
trying to appease his own resentments for political reasons. That must be 
set aside. I continue to believe that a national movement like the one which 
occurred during the treaty negotiations can be repeated to solve the economic 
and social problems that weigh heavily upon the future of this nation. 


[Correa] Doctor, I understand he said that we should rally again around the 
nationalist cause. But, what are we Panamanians going to do once the Canal 
cause runs its course, which I think will occur by the year 2000? In other 
words, this will take place soon. The day the Canal is ours, won't the 
nationalist cause cease to exist? What are we going to do? Are we going 

to be in the same situation? 


(De La Rosa] Mayin, we Panamanians must realize that the question is not 
the problem of the Canal. The problem is the question of transit. That is 
the problem; it continues to exist because our country is a country of transit. 


Ta 


[Correa] Well, that is perfectly right. 


(Lopez Guevara] I would like to add something to Dr De La Rosa's very accur- 
ate statement. 











I see national unity as something very feasible. There is a very recent 
political phenomenon. It is the way in which Dr Arnulfo Arias has acted. 
He has not approached the national guard. He has not approached the presi- 
dency. Yesterday didn't he speak about the need for national unity’ 


If a leader of Dr Arias’ stature is talking in such terms, our president 
should assume the leadership and call on all political currents to draw up 
this national pact, which we urgently require, Mayin. The unemployment prob- 
lem is tremendous. The president has told us that 40 percent of the budget 
is devoted to paying our debts, to servicing the foreign debt. Then, how 

can the government operate? This points to the unpostponable need to re- 
finance a large portion of our debt to ease the fiscal burden so the invest- 
ments budget can amount to something, or have some impact, and so the govern- 
ment can operate and not only pay salaries. 


The idea of a national pact will tell local and foreign investors that there 
is a future, that there is stability to create sources of employment here. 
This is the essence and major objective of the national pact. I consider 

it very feasible. We need the government voices to join those of the opposi- 
tion, we need both to sit down and really discuss this national pact. 


im somewhat concerned over the fact that Ceneral Paredes' state- 
ments and protests to Ambassador Briggs and the great promotional effort by 
the parties that support the government--the FRAMPO [Popular Broad Front], the 
communist party and the PRD [Democratic Revolutionary Party]--did not create 
the vitality that was achieved, under different circumstances, around the 
struggle for Panama's nationality, for the country's dignity. This issue 
- raised as a matter of dignity and yet we Panamanians, who are very sensi- 
tive and natidnalistic, did not react in unison as we have done on previous 
occasions--during 1964 and during 1958 and other such times. We did not re- 
act with the same energy, did we? It remained an action of the parties sup- 
porting the process and nothing was achieved as on other occasions, when 

ily has participated. What happened? What is happening to the cause 


of Panama's nationality? 


La Rosa} Mayin, the country's situation is so serious that one must not 
ce one's words. I Wene to Oj Monday, I like to ride in taxis because taxi 


drivers are the people's finest ears and some of them have told me extra- 
‘‘narily intelligent pices at times. Some time ago there was a building 
ind onstruction near my home and in the morning I listened to the workers 
talk before Ene started working. The Panamanian people are much more intel- 
ligent and sharp-witted than one would imagine. 
So, what I wanted to tell vou is that on Monday, when I took the taxi, the 
driver turned to me--he must know me because I have been on television many 
times and so forth--and told me: Listen, doctor, did you see the new politi- 


‘al plov? In other words, he took Paredes’ letter as a political ploy. 


Therefore, thi be the general spirit and this explains why there was 


lS must 
no vitality. Then, the parties that support the process were foolish enough 
to make it a political issue. In other words, they separated themselves from 
17 ‘itfieal parties on the question of the letter and the national 

















significance it could have had. That is what is happening, political inter- 
ference is blurring the national vision of problems. 


[Correa] Is that what you think? 


[Lopez Guevara] In addition, Mayin, one must look at the cause of the general 
staff's reaction. It was just a few visits by Ambassador Briggs to the garri- 
sons and a governor's office and that is nothing out of the ordinary. That 

is what other ambassadors have been doing here. So, the people ask them- 
selves: What is so extraordinary about this when we constantly see reports 

of such activities in the papers? 


[Correa] Ambassador Moss [word indistinct]. 


{Lopez Guevara] Ambassador Moss, and General Nutting, who has sent letters 
of all sorts. Therefore, there has been no appeal to our nationalism over 
that reason. We Panamanians repudiate all types of intervention. General 
Paredes' letter is positive in this way. What was actually not convincing in 
it was the reason for his reaction because we know what Ambassador Moss had 
been doing here. The Cuban Embassy is active throughout the country and I 
don't think it asks permission from anyone. 


Therefore, the letter has not been cogent. However, I was pleased to see 
General Paredes repudiate interventionism in his letter but this attitude 

must apply in general and not only to the activities of the U.S. Ambassador. 

It should apply to the actions of other ambassadors, other intelligence ser- 
vices and any other non-Panamanian force. All of us agree on this point and 
will support it. However, we must have a single, standard pattern of behavior. 
That is why the letter has not catalyzed our nationalism. The previous U.S. 
ambassador used to go around here as if he were completely at home, quite 
normally and naturally, and there was never any reaction from the national 
guard. This is what actually happened. 


[Correa] I have always been curious about this because, for instance I am al- 
ways concerned because I have been told that there are 80 Cuban officials at 
the embassy and I ask myself why the Cuban Embassy should have 80 officials, 
even more than the U.S. Embassy. It is said that this is because they know 
that there are many more gringos here, because there are many U.S. soldiers 
here and many of them are married to Panamanian women. But this should not 

Se a reason because they are leading a [word indistinct] life. I also noticed 
in the papers that officials of the Nicaraguan and Cuban Embassies were in 

San Blas, for instance, where there was a political conflict with the indian 
chief. I read this in the paper and it also worries me. In other words, we 
are worried about all intervention, and I don't know why this one did not 

set off a reaction. It was like some complaints I have raised, which have 

nad no impact either. 


(De La Rosa] I want to point out that I said this at the end, rather quietly. 

said that, as Dr Lopez Guevara has noted, there is a nationalistic spirit in 
General Paredes' letter. However, it has not been perceived because of the 
circumstances mentioned by Dr Lopez Guevara. 











[Correa] This is somewhat worrisome. Some people tell me: Mayin, we want 

to discuss the country's deep issues, like the ones you have discussed. There 
is a sort of decay in every Panamanian. Have you realized that those who 
have no water take to the streets? That the peasants have come and spread 
vegetables on the streets? Have you realized that roads are blocked any 

time? Have you realized that there are many traffic deaths; that there is 
great disorder; that the people don't care if the police ticket them or stop 
them; that everybody is complaining and clamoring; that we are rather out- 
raged and that nobody cares about anything? There is tremendous indiscipline 
in the country and this is so dangerous! Why? Who is supposed to establish 


order? 


[De La Rosa] Pardon me, Mayin. You have mentioned a very essential point. 
We are building up a ghost of social peace. There is no social peace here. 
Deep down, there are grounds for much discontent in the life of our republic 
and there is social unrest and intransigence. There is social passivity for 
a number of reasons, but this is a different matter. There is enough ex- 
plosive material here for an explosion to take place over the most trifling 


reasons. 


So, we must look into the reasons for this restiveness. The cause is a num- 
ber of unsolved problems that affect the daily lives of the citizens, that 
Limit their food and make it difficult for them to pay their rent. They 
find it hard to purchase school supplies for their children and all these 
oblems are expressed through these street demonstrations. These problems 
have not been solved and cannot be solved with sectarian feelings of groups, 


small parties, two-bit parties or little political groups. 


——— 


with all due respect, we are running out of time. 


(Lopez Guevara] What is really happening is that there is disarray in the 
budget. This is a crisis of priorities. Actually, when the people take to 
“he streets here, because there is no water, it is because a priority one has 


not been met. Therefore, there is no discipline about the budget. Expenses 
incurred haphazardly. The one who yells the most is the one who gets 


i 
is problems solved. So, what we need is discipline. 
Correa] Three overpasses are going to be built at a cost of $10 million. 


d say that the matter is wider in scope. We need to 
ionalize public spending. 

rrea}] You, for instance. Who can convince me that here in this city, 
where there is so much hunger, we need three overpasses that cost $19 million? 
No you really think we need three overpasses? Is this really a priority mat- 


Rosa! That is not a priority matter. Water is the number-one priority 


a 
tor those clamoring for it. 














[Correa] We are really confused, but let's not become desperate. Listeners, 
I hope that this very important conversation with these very distinguished 
friends and guests has helped enlighten us about the great problem and un- 
certainty in our country. I thank you for watching and I thank my guests 
for their cooperation, which they always give us in order to orient us a bit 


more. 


Thank you, listeners, and until next Monday, God willing. 
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PANAMA 


COMMUNISTS 2LAMED FOR INTENDANT'S RESIGNATION 
PA241814 Panama City LA PRENSA in Spanish 22 Feb 83 p 8C 
(Arcicle by Jose Montero] 


‘Text] LA PRENSA has learned from a reliable Indian source that Abelino 
Ortiz, Indian intendant of the San Blas Islands, presented his resignation 
to the minister cf government yesterday. 


The source added that in political circles on the islands there has been com- 
ment to the effect that Ortiz' resignation is "part of the plot" hatched by 
the Communist People's Party against that official. 


The executive branch will name a temporary intendast for the islands until 
May, when Ortiz’ term expires. 


The source also said that a movement has begun in the San Blas Islands to 
block a possible communist attempt to infiltrate the Kuna General Congress 
by presenting a candidate for the slate from which the executive will choose 


- 


tne new intendant. The congress is to meet on 30 May. 


Four of the five Kuna representatives and other officials are working to get 
the chieftains to commit themselves as to the person whom they will recom- 
mend as the next intendant. 

Finally, the source said that several meetings have been held in San Blas and 
in Panama City, at which opponents of Ortiz and PRD [Democratic Revolutionary 
Party] leaders have tried to find "a hegemonistic solution that would permit 
the process to advance." [sentence as published] 

The source also said that officials of the Cuban and Nicaraguan embassies 
left early yesterday for the Island of Ustupo. The reason for their trip 


is not known, nor is it known whether the trip is related to the appointment 
of a new intendant. 








COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES TUMBES RECONSTRUCTION 
Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 15 Feb 83 p A4 


[Article by Ricardo Moreau Araya] 


[Text] Tumbes, 14 Feb--President Fernando Belaunde Terry announced today that 
with a special loan from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and other 
international organizations, along with the solidary support of friendly 
countries, work will begin in April on total reconstruction of that department, 
which has suffered the worst catastrophe in history. 


The announcement came at the end of his working visit to the areas affected by 
the rains and flooding in order to see the damage done. The president met 
with Tumbes authorities, with whom immediate action was planned. 


He announced that the reconstruction plan includes the completion of a new 
highway with modern bridges, covering a distance of 300 kilometers. Studies 


will be made for the relocation of the population into a safer zone so that 
there will be no repeat of the destructive effect of the flooding rivers. 


The president said that damage in Piura, where he spent the evening before, is 
ilsc serious, but that Tumbes is facing a more difficult situation because of 
damage to communications. 

Belaunde Terry arrived in this city at 0915 hours and in six hours, paid visits 
to the areas affected. After seeing Zarumilla, he went to Aguas Verdes, where 
he was enthusiastically received. 


a dri address to the people and merchants of that area, he said that he 
nad brought 5 million sols for the department of Tumbes. Priority will be 
riven to repairs of communications equipment. 


The president announced that on Wednesday, a load of vehicles, tractors and 


ther heavy equipment will arrive in Tumbes to restore travel on highways 


{ Imay = 1 by the f Lor rd ing ° 


The president then went to Caleta Cruz, where the BAP [expansion unknown] Pait 
Paita will arrive on Monday with heavy machinery, food and medicine. He went 
as far as the Corrales district, now without water or light. Irn all places, 

| the damage done by the heavy rains. 


y Veg 


no 











Returning to the city of Tumbes, Belaunde Terry went to the National Bank to 
deposit the 5 million sols granted for rehabilitation. He then spoke to the 
newer towns, also in a deplorable state because of the bad weather. 


In the afternoon, the president presided over a working meeting held at the 
Tourist Hotel with departmental authorities. At the close of the meeting, he 
talked with local residents at the hotel door. 


Belaunde emphasized that his purpose in coming to the city was to give moral 
support to this beloved place so hard hit by disaster. He asked for the 

aid of citizens so that together with the government, they might help the 
country back on its feet. 


The president castigated the Sendero Luminoso [Luminous Path] guerrilla group 
for the harm it has done Peru. The government is investing 300 million sols 

a month on fuel, he said, to mobilize vehicles used in the antiterrorist fight 
in Ayacucho, money that could be used in this emergency area so greatly in 
need of it. 


The president started back at 1530 hours. Also on the presidential plane was 
Mrs Marta Socola de Bustamante and her eight-month-old son, who has brucellosis. 


Lima 


In Lima, the president said that the government will give its full support in 
remedying the damage that Tumbes and Piura have suffered from the torrential 
rainfall. He said that he has received the solidary support of friendly 
countries that will cooperate in rehabilitating the damaged areas. 


The president was accompanied on his trip by the ministers of transport and 
communications, Carlos Pestana, housing, Javier Velarde Aspillage, health, 
Juan Franco Ponce, and fishing, Luis Percovich Roca. Also accompanying him 
were otficials, experts and professional staff from various organizations. 


li,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


EDITORIAL SCORES GOVERNMENT'S DISTORTION OF REALITY 
PY170119 Lima EL DIARIO DE MARKA in Spanish 8 Feb 83 p 10 
‘ {Editorial ] 


[Text] In the official world, reality and words have lost their meaning and 
their discredit is currently almost total. Events are being invented or dis- 
torted in a matter of hours and in some cases in a matter of minutes. Words 
are no longer in keeping with reality. They respond to the blind and absurd 
interests ot some authorities who defend themselves by creating a world of 
tiction in order to justify murders, repressive actions and imprisonments. 
This is the official world of the government, the interior minister and of 


the president of the republic himself. 


The events which occurred and the statements that were made in the past 2 
weeks are proof of the delirious degree of falseness that is gaining momen- 
tum within the official world in Peru. During his latest press conference, 
the president stated that he had never expressed his approval of the murder 

of seven alleged shining path members by peasants of Huaychau. The presi- 
dent's reply to the question made by our reporter caused stupefaction among 

he journalists present at the press conference. The president categoric- 
ally denied statements he made 15 days ago approving the murder of the alleged 
shining path members and justifying the aggressive attitude of some sectors of 
the rural population. The president's latest Sunday press conference was 
studded with statements and words which prove that there is a strong (not 
precisely innocent) determination to distort reality. 


is part, the officer in charge of the political-military command of 
\yacucho has made an unbelievable accusation. According to General Noel, Luis 
Morales, Our correspondent in Ayacucho who has made very valuable interviews, 
should be charged with "negligent homicide" in connection with the Uchuraccay 


General Noel, who is now being supported by a government weekly, has reiterated 
he absurd argument that the eight murdered journalists were bearing a red 
flag which, according to Noel, prompted the belligerent response on the part 


of the peasants of Huaychau. 


¢ 
. 


The mentioned weekly, which has the privilege of having government sources, 
| it carried several bewildering arguments in its political 








section. One of these arguments is that the first error was committed by 
"our own colleagues who embarked on the expedition." 


Innumerable statements of this kind have been made by the official media. 
Moreover, this aberrant way of distorting reality is not restricted to the 
case of the murdered journalists but it encompasses other fields of the poli- 


tical and social life. 


Thus, in an incredibly cynical attitude, the interior minister has accused 
the mineworkers of beating up deputies Dammert and Tacuri. The same happens 
daily as far as the rate of inflation, the increase in prices and wage read- 


justments is concerned. 


[f the democratic forces do not halt and defeat the policy being implemented 
by the authorities who rule this country with lies, the path toward repression 


and barbarism will be inevitable. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


"EXPRESO' JUSTIFIES SCHWALB TRIP TO NEW DELHI 

PY230135 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 16 Feb 83 p 2 

(From the "Voice and Vote" column by Manuel d'Ornellas] 

._Text] Is it necessary that Prime Minister Fernando Schwalb travel to India? 


In its 15 February issue, the official GAZETTE EL PERUANO carries a decree 
whereby Prime Minister Fernando Schwalb is designated president of the Peru- 
vian delegation to the nonaligned movement summit. 


[The nonaligned movement meeting will be held in New Delhi from 7 to 11 March. 
Therefore, the prime minister's absence will last from 5 to 13 March. 


At tirst glance, and taking into account the time during which Schwalb stayed 
in the United States between his appointment as prime minister and his inaugu- 
ration, his trip to India might seem unnecessary. In fact, there will be those 
who will maintain that it is redundant. 


However, this is not so: The presence of the Peruvian prime minister at the 


meeting that will elect the successor of Fidel Castro as head of the nonaligned 


vement bears major significance, both externally and internally. 
Externally, because our country will be able to express its genuine Third World 
position more clearly through its support for the designation--for the above 
post--of someone whose position will actually be equidistant from both Washing- 
ton and Moscow. Internally, because Schwalb's trip will set the course for our 
licv, after the indecisive leadership of [former foreign minister 


dA pjil > 4 


oa _—Te 
javier} Arlas otelila. 


re, Schwalb's trip to New Delhi is fully justified. 


- — ame 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


SHINING PATH BARRACKS RAIDED; TERRORIST KILLED 
PY231547 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 16 Feb 83 p A-10 


[Article by Samuel Rios Barrientos] 


[Text] Ayacucho, 13 Feb--In a surprise raid, military and police patrols 
burst into two shining path barracks in the localities of Paras and Toccto, 
Cangallo Province, and seized a large number of police and military uniforms 


and weapons. 


The Paras Subversive Center was run by a former army member surnamed Flores 
Javier, who was killed during the raid. The raided barracks were apparently 
in charge of providing logistical support for subversive actions in Cangallo, 
an area where terrorists have been particularly active. 


The patrols seized jackets, trousers, packs, boots, shoes, sleeping bags and 
equipment for use in the mountains. All seized items were taken to the civil 


guard headquarters in Ayacucho. 


Subversive material was also found along with some letters from abroad and 
messages which had not been sent yet, threatening to kill numerous persons, 
among them several families of San Francisco, La Mar Province. 


Sources close to the forces which raided the barracks report that many of the 
seized uniforms were stained with blood and had bullet holes. The uniforms 
were apparently used by terrorists in their confrontations with official 


forces. 


[t was also reported that shining path members dressed in these uniforms 
raided towns in order to be identified as members of the official forces. 
They committed many abuses that were later attributed of the "Sinchis." 
Some days later they returned to the town which they had previously raided 
ind tried to inflame the people against the abuses committed by the alleged 


"Sinchis.' 


In this way, subversives tried to get the people from the raided towns to 
side with them and to extend their support to the subversive struggle. 


Packs with the legend (BI) 49 A79 Infantry Battalion were also reported seized. 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


JAPANESE FINANCING FOR FISHING TERMINAL IN VENTANILLA 
Lima LA PRENSA in Spanish 1 Feb 83 p 7 


[Text] The Japanese Government yesterday formally granted Peru a loan totaling 
4,737,000,000 yen (about 20 billion sols), to be used for the fishing port and 
terminal that will be built in the northern zone of the satellite city of 


Ventanilla. 


The loan will help bring about one of the major projects promoted by the 
Peruvian Government, not only in order to supply marine products for 42 per- 
cent oi the country's population, for also to establish related industries 
contributing to greater development of Ventanilla, which was set up by the 
former editor of LA PRENSA, Pedro Beltran. 


The signing of the respective agreements took place at noon in the Ministry 
of Foreign Relations of Peru. Signing for the Peruvian Cabinet was Dr Fer- 
fo Schwalb Lopez Aldana and for Japan, that country's ambassador to Peru, 


asa 


Eijiro Noda. 


Noda said in his remarks that the formalization of the loan is for the purpose 
"of supporting the efforts of the noble government of Peru in the execution 

ot projects promoting the development of fishing for direct human consumption, 
such as the Central Fishing Terminal and Port. 


Formalization of the loan, he emphasized, comes within the framework of eco- 

nomic cooperation between the two governments, which is aimed at helping the 

‘overnment of Peru meet the growing demand for fishing products. Without 
foubt, he said, this is the welcome result of the close relations of 


riendsnip between the peoples of Peru and Japan. 


chairman of the Cabinet, Dr Fernando Schwalb Lopez Aldana, said that this 


ne of the first acts as first vice president and added that Peru is very 
yratetul to the government of Japan for its continuing scientific, technical 
ind financial aid, which makes the country's development possible. 
11,464 














COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


WARM CURRENT HARMS FISHING INDUSTRY 


Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 9 Feb 83 p Al 


[Text] The presence along our coast of the warm El Nino current which, accord- 
ing to the Peruvian Oceanographic Institute has gone beyond the southern 
border, is doing the fishing industry serious harm, with the disappearance of 
warm water species such as the anchovy, Minister of Fishing Luis Percovich 


Roca. 


The minister said that due to the high temperatures, sardines, another fish 
used by the fish flour industry and also a warm water species, is suffering 
changes in its anatomy and shows a lower oil content. 


The minister was optimistic about the fishing recovery, pointing out that due 
to the high temperatures, our coast is being populated with hot water species 


used for human consumption. 


These statements were made at the press conference called for the purpose of 
celebrating the tenth anniversary of the creation of the ministry. 


At the press conference, Percovich recognized that the Ministry of Fishing is 
actually meeting a heavy financial crisis with a debt of 22 billion sols and 


added that the budget for this year does not have financing. 


He said that his ministry will enjoy an economic recovery this year as long 
as international prices for fish flour remain steady at between $440 and $450 


a ton. 


The minister said that the ministry will nevertheless continue to support 
industrial and cottage fishing and he announced the signing of loans for 

$200 million with the Inter-American Development Bank and with the governments 
of Switzerland and Italy to aid small fishermen affected by the heavy ocean 
tides along our shores a few days ago and to rebuild 29 coves thus damaged. 


The minister also announced that there will be a diversification of fishing 
¢ 


and of the fishing fleet so that they will provide maximum service to the 
fishing industry and help bring in foreign exchange. 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


NEW OPPOSITION PARTY SEEKS BODY TO MONITOR ECONOMY 
Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 2 Feb 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


— 
ye 
u Df he 


KINGSTOWN, S&. Vincent, 
Tuesday, (CANA) — The 
Movement for National Unity 
(MNU), a new opposition 
party in St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, has proposed the 
establishment of a permanent 
national conference’ to 
monitor the performance of 
the country’s economy. 

In a letter to Prime Minister 
Milton Cato, MNU leader, Dr. 
Ralph ‘GonsaWes, said his 
party believed that the 
national interest of St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines required a 
broad-based permanent 
nationai conference on the 
economy 


The cail by the three-month 
old Opposition party was 
made amid reports here that 
the country is bankrupt. 
Prime Minister Cato, has 
described those reports as 
‘‘malicious rumours’, and has 
assured the nation that the 
country is in ‘‘a very healthy 
position and under proper 
conuol.”’ 





The MNU said the proposed 
body’s task would be to inform 
and educate nationals about 
the economy, to analyse the 
economic problems facing the 


country, to offer appropriate 


options for the policy-makers, 
and to assist with the im- 
plementation of suitable 
policies or programmes. 

Dr. Gonsalves, a former 
lecturer at the University of 
the West Indies, and now a 
practising lawyer, said 
government should play a 
leading role in the entire 
exercise, but it must not do so 
alone. 

The MNU ested that the 
body shoul comprise 
representatives from the nine 
political parties here, trade 
unions, business 
Organisations, farmers’ 
groups, the church, as well as 
other grouping deemed ap- 
propriate. 

It said the body should meet 
at regular intervals and be 
supported by adequate 
manpower and other 
resources. 








COUNTRY SECTION ST VINCENT 


BRIEFS 


INACTIVE TRADE UNIONS--Kingstown, St Vincent, Wednesday (CANA)--Eleven 
registered trade unions in St Vincent and the Grenadines will shortly be 
removed from the official list because they are inactive, the country's 
Acting Labour Commissioner said, Mr Geoffrey Venner said he and the 
registrar of trade unions, in a recent review of the country's 17 unions 
had discovered that the 11 had been inactive for several years, He also 
said most of the others had failed to comply with the requirements of the 
Trade Unions and Trade Disputes Act which calls for the submission of the 
accounts of trade unions here to the registrar, Mr Venner said the 
registrar of trade unions would soon be advising the 11 dormant trade 
unions that their registration had been cancelled and he would call on the 
others to submit their outstanding annual accounts immediately. [Text] 
[Bridgetown ADVOCATE=NEWS in English 3 Feb 83 p 3] 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 

TRINIDAD-TOBAGO, CANADA BILATERAL TALKS--Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, 28 Feb (CANA)-- 
Trinidad and Tobago and Canada have agreed to hold bilateral talks in Canada 
around the middle of the year which will focus on improving trade. The 
TRINIDADIAN GUARDIAN reported that agreement on the talks was reached during 
discussions Prime Minister George Chambers held with Canadian leader 

Pierre Trudeau during the recent meeting in St Lucia of heads of government 

from the commonweaith Caribbean and Canada. Mr Chambers said the imbalance 

of trade between Trinidad and Tobago and Canada was very heavy (in Canada's 

adding that Prime Minister Trudeau had recognised this. The Trinidad 
znd 420 prime minister told the TRINIDAD GUARDIAN newspaper that his country 
could export ammonia, steel, fertilizers, methanol, rum and other products to 
Canada. "Canada has agreed to our proposal that a ministerial team from 
Trinidad and Tobago should meet in Canada, hopefully about July, to discuss 
matters in detail, and hopefully of benefit to Trinidad and Tobago," Mr Chambers 
was quoted as saying. Mr Chambers also said he had discussed air transportation 
atters with his Canadian counterpart. He added that air transportation was 
inother matter of concern. Trinidad and Tobago has been lobbying Caribbean 
yovernments to have its state-owned BWIA accepted as the regional air carrier 
f pos 


favour), 


and looking at ways of redressing the airline's bad financial position. 
[Text] [{FL282310 Bridgetown CANA in English 1646 GMT 28 Feb 83] 
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